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SIR ANDREW WYLIE. 



CHAPTER 1. 



A FBIEND IN NEEI>. 



C/HAXI.E8 PiJBKsfov^ who bad fot some time 
been settled in busmess by his unde, on his own ac- 
count, called one evening on our keio, and begged 
tiie loan of a thousand pounds. Wylie was not 
Mupiised at the i^lkation, for various circum- 
stances had come to his knovledge, which gave 
him reason to suspect, that the prosperity of 
Chazks was deepty affected by some of those po> 
Ikical cohvidgion^ which at that Msm deranged 
Ae eemi&ercial'rehitioBS c^tbe worlds 
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" Charles,*^ said Andrew, ^* I dinna refuse your 
request, but it's proper and fit that ye should e)^*. 
able me to ascertain if the thousand poi&ds can 
be of any real service ; therefore gang and bring 
me your books, and when I have ta'en a blink of 
their contents, 1^11 gie you an answer, and I sin- 
cerely wish it may be in the shape of a cheque for 
the sum you want.'' 

Pierston was not altogether perfectly satisfied 
with this reply, but it was so reasonable that he 
could not object to the proposal, and accordingly 
went for his books. 

During his absence Wylie sent for one of the 
ablest accountants, who, by the time Charles re* 
turned, he had in the house. He did not apprise 
bis fiiend of this cbcumstance ; on the contrary, 
the moment he afpeared with the books, be took 
them &om him, and said, ^' Ye maun leave them 
with me till the mom, when ye'U: come, and 111 
gie them back, I hope, wi' a fiivouxable answ^.'" 

Charles felt something like mortificatioaat this 
strict and austere mode of proceeding ; for be cal- 
culated on the familiarity of aadent friendship^ 
and he did not cancdve his situation to be at all 
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sticli as thatrthe application for a temporary loan 
sbtHild be treated so particularly. However, he 
suppressed the slight feeling of resentment, which 
rarose, as it were, in atiticipation of a refiisal, while 
he suffered the sensation of that chill and di&r 
agreeable experience of the true nature of the 
^orld, which is commonly the usual foretaste of 
iMsfortune. 

When he returned in the morning, his old friend 
received him ^th more than usual cordiality, 
md kept him for some time in general conversa- 
tion. Pierston had discernment enough to perceive 
that this was but the prelude to a negative ; and 
after enduring the effort, that Andrew was evi* 
dendy making to prepare him for the dedsion he 
had obviously come to, he said abruptly, ** But 
have you exainined my books J* 

Our hero did not inime^ately reply, but looked 
for some time' as if at a loss for an answer. 
. *^ 1 see how it is,'' resumed Pierston ; *^ you 
do not think it prudent to grant me the loan P'' 

^* I would give you the money," replied Andrew, 
^ if it could be of any service ; but your aSaUrs 
ate widely scattered^ and although all is-cleskar and 
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Satisfactory, I «m sure that, in the present state of 
the world, you cannot get the better of your di£[^- 
culties. Charlie, let me gie you a word of coun- 
8el,-HBtriye no longer with your fortune. — In a 
word, end your business, and|^o into the Gazette 
as a bankrupt.^ 

Charles became pale, his lips quivered, and a 
momentary flash of indignation gleamed from his 
eyes. 

^^ Dinna mistake me, Charlie, I am speaking as 
a friend — ^Your character as a man of business is 
unblemished, and your integrity stands clear ; but 
if ye struggle on, you will be reduced to expedients 
that will ruin both, and you must break at last, 
amidst a fearful outcry of deluded creditors.'" 

Charles made no reply ; taking up his books, he 
immediately retire^ and Wylie made no attempt 
to appease the feelings with which he was evident- 
ly troubled. But as soon as Pierston had left the 
house, he went directly to the Marquis of Avon- 
side. " My Lord,^ said he, " Tm come to ask a 
small favour of your Lordship— a firiend of mine 
has five thousand pounds to lend at common inte- 
xest^ and I have been thinking, as your Linrdship 
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Win in 8 manner be oMigated to take on tometliing 
^amst the expences of the ensuing^ general elec- 
tion, this is an opportunity to get the money at an 
eaisy rate, the which, in my opinion, your Lord- 
ship should not neglect.*^ 

The Marquis bestowed liberal commendations 
on the forethought of his agent, and readily agreed 
to take the money. Some light and humorous 
conversation then followed, and after a reasonable 
time, Andrew rose to go away. In moving, how- 
ever, across the floor, he paused suddenly, and 
said, " My Lord Marquis, there's a sma' mat- 
ter in which I would be greatly obliged to your 
Lordship. — Sometimes, among my friends, there 
are young Dads to be provided for, and it would 
really be a thing of a convenience to me, if your 
Lordship could get a recommendation put down 
in the minister'^s books, tor a post under the go- 
vernment at home or abroad, the saine to stand at 
my disposal Tm no particular as to what it may 
be— -only I would like it was something good, and 
likely to be soon forthcoming.'^ 

The Marquis smiled, and cheerfiilly promised, 
saying, ^ I have sometimes thought, Wylie, that 
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you have not tnmedthe interest of your firiends so 
well to accoimt as you might do ; and ther^lbtey 
as ibis is the first favour you have ever requested 
of me, I must try to do the best I can, espedudly 
as you have asked for no particular appointment.*^ 

*^ That^s very kind txf your Lordship,^ replied 
Andrew ; ^^ and your liberal patronage shall npt 
flow upon any unworthy obj ect." 

The same evening, our hero received a note 
from the Marquis, informing him that the Bunis- 
ter, in the House of Lords, had promised hkn the 
nomination to a secretaiyship in India, which was 
to be soon vacated. Charles Pier^ton was imme- 
diately sent for. 

" Wed, Charlie," said Andrew, as he entered 
the room, ^^ have you reflected on what I said to 
you in the morning ?^ 

Charles replied that he had, and that he was 
extremdy distressed and perplexed. 

*^ Vm wae for that, man," said Andrew ; ^^ but 
better ken the warst at ance. Think weel on what 
I have coimseUed^ for I can now say that an eqd 
to your perplexities, earned with a dear charac- 
ter, is the very best thing that can happen." 
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But Cluirles was jiwayed.by a tbousaxid tndefi^ 
j^fjAe feeliogs^ and vacillated between shame and 
resolution. Andrenr^ however, without giving him 
the sljghtefit intimatian of what had taken phice 
between himsdf and the Marquis, had the satis«> 
^Kti^n to see, before they parted for the ni^t, 
that a tendency towards his opinion had begun to 
take place in the mind of Pierston. He, in conse* 
quence, refrained from urging him fiirther, lea* 
ving the bias to work out its pwn effect ; and in 
the couise of a few days after, he had the satis&c- 
lion to receive a note from Charles, informing him 
that, sensihle it was in vain to struggle any longer, 
he subnutted to what really appeal to be his 
inevitably £ite.. 

Theprudenee of this atep waa soonrecognized by 
the creditors of Pierston; and in the shortest possi^ 
ble couise of law, asa testimony of their respect for 
his manliness and honesty , they granted him an un. 
animous discharge. Charles brought it to Andrew, 
in some hope that perhaps he would then be in- 
duced to lend him the sum he had formerly soli- 
cited, to assist him to begin the world anew ; but 
after looking at the do^niment careftdly, he said 
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only, ^^ Charlie, Fm very well pleased to see 
this, but I have a particular occasion to gang out 
just now, and ye maun excuse my leaving you.^ 

The heart of Charles swelled within his bosom« 

i. 

and he turned aside, unable to speak, while his 
friend hast^y quitted the room. There was p^^ 
haps some d^ee of cruelty in this proceeding : 
for our hero having obtained the nomination to 
the Indian appointment, might have told him of 
that circumstance ; but he recollected always the 
old proverb, that many things happen between the 
cup and the lip, and did not feel himself justified 
to encourage any hope which might be frustrated 
He, however, on leaving the house, went to the 
Marquis, and did not quit his Lordship, imtil he 
had got the nomination and appointmentof Charles 
confirmed.. The urgency with which he had pur* 
sued this object struck his Lordship, and he ral- 
lied Wylie with all the wit of which he was maa« 
ter, on the supposed profit and advantage derived 
from the job* 

" What yoiu: Lordship says is very true,^ re» 
plied Andrew. " Til no deny that it has been a 
good wind-fall i but; the public, or Txa mista'^en^ 



A F&IEIO) IK NEED. 9 

will hae no reason to complain ; for Mr Pierston 
is a man both of parts and principles. Indeed, 
had I no been fully persuaded of this, it would 
ne^er have entered my head to solicit the power- 
ful help of your Lordship^s hand in his behalf.^ 
We shall not attempt to describe what ensued, 
when Wylie informed his old companion of his 
appointment, as the sequel will shew the feelings 
with which Pierston ever afterwards cherished the 
remembrance of the obligation thus conferred. 
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CHAPTER II. 



PATEIOTISM. 



Thf. Marquis of Axona^, sooa after h^, bad 
procured the appointment for Pierston, receiv^ a 
confidential communication from one of his mi« 
nisterial friends^ relative to the dissolution of 
Parliament, by which his Lordship was induced 
to send immediately for our hero» as his solicitor, 
to consult him with respect to the management of 
the borough of Bidfort, in which his Lordship's 
influence was expected to be keenly contested. 
The noble Marquis was one of the most disterest- 
ed supporters of bis Majesty's servants, as long 
as they enjoyed the confidence of their royal mas- 
ter , and, perhaps, correctly speaking, he could 
not therrfore be considered as a party man. His 



public ecmdad being cegolated by wbat.imgbt btf 
called die hereditary politics of his family, he had 
not found it profitable ; indeed, to do him justioey 
he did not regard personal aggrandizement as at 
all a legitimate object even of his courtly patriot^ 
ism. On the contrary, his estates were much en- 
cumbered by the consequenees of his endeavourtf 
to preaeci^ th|it jblitical importaiice which his an- 
cei^rs had always enjoyed in the state, and which 
was severely menaced, by the ridng influence of 
other more talented or wealthier families. 

But not to meddle wkh such matters, whicih at 
present do not lie exactly in our way, our hero, 
on reaching the residence of the Marquis, found 
his Lordidiip alone ; irho^ aD^er a short preliminary 
CQOTersalion relative to the object in view, and the 
anrangements for a new mortgage, to enable him 
to citrry on the election, said, ^^ Now I think of 
it, Wylic ; why don't you get into the House ? I 
would as soion give my influence in Bidfort to you 
as to any man I know ; not that I think you qua- 
lified to make any figure in debute, but there is a 
great deal 4)f private and committee business^ \sl 
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wUttJi you are eminently fitted to take an aUe aai^ 
an effectual part. I wish you would ^ink of tWfli ;' 
and if you are disposed to close with the c^er^iyou 
shall haye . my. interest for less than any odtev 
candidatew^ 

. The preposition, did not meet «n unpreparad 
mind. From the time that our hero foond he had 
risen ta his natural level in socie^^ the ambition 
to become a Member. of FarlianieittJiad several 
times stirred in his £mcy. He.had actually, fom^* 
ed the design of sounding his Lordship on the sub* 
ject; nevertbelessyhia .characteristic prudence did 
not aUpw him to give a firank answ^. 
. ^^ Fm. 9ure,^ said he, ^^ that Fm greatly oUigad 
to youy say Lord t and what ye pn^se is a vcary 
friendly txmx ; but it^s far from my hand to take a 
f part in die great council o^ the nation; — no that 
I think there are not bits o^ jobbies about tfa^ 
House wliarein a bodie like< me might mess and 
mdl 48. y'eel aei anther* But^ my Lord, ye know 
that yourinteicest. ne^ to be supported tkrevgh 
tbick and thin ; and that Fm ratber. incUatd to 
idSUm the politics o' my noble finen" tibe £ail» your 



mxaiOfhwi viio u, as your Lordship has laiig 
com^aified, a dure hand with the Whigs.**^ 
, The Marqtds was a- little perptexed with this 
answer ; it waa not a negatiye, nor was it an .a8«> 
sent ; but implied something like an overture to- 
wards negodation. His Lordship, however, with- 
out committing himself, replied, ^^ Of course, Mr 
Wylie, I should expect that. in all public me»- 
suzes you would divide with mymipisl^rial friends; 
bat I siDouMiiever think of lying you up on quea^ 
tions oi speculative policy, except on Parliament^ 
aary Befoarm and Catholic Emancipation. These 
are fixed points,' and against diese, yomr vote, be 
whosoev^.minister, I would' hold pledged.**^ ' 

^^ Adent Aem, my Lord,r ye need be u&dc^ 
no f^refaension ;. fiHr- itV^e-ta be expeotit, as a 
dUmgin the cotixee^^natoie) that I would^ in th^ 
first place, part wi^the stool that supported me; 
and) in-die second^ my conseiaice will^never obn« 
aaattliat I diouhi be art or part. to bring in the 
w^mseijof Bidbylon opoong us, liding-on the beast 
witkfltmiuheadsand ten horns. But what wouldi 
fmsJaQtidap ^i^^ if it -was pro|K>sed totiie 
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House ta <^ the wiogs o^ tbat fat goo^e dbe epis* 
oopalian estabUsIiment ?^^ 

^^ How r cried his Lordabip, in terror* ** Touch 
ijie church, Mr Wylie ! — ^Are you in esofu^ ?•** 
.Why tbtt would be to puU dowu^ the state."! 
. >^ I didna aay any thing about my touching die 
church. No, gude forgie me, rmno for meddling 
j|ri" ony m slipp«Ty.blacfeB as the ckrgy ; I but 
put the thing by way o' a hypotheos ; foo* in this 
age of innoyalion and.chiinge, it's no impossible 
.that some q' the gabs.o' tiie House will agitate the 
question.; mi what I would Jibe .to know is, wfae*- 
ther, if the matter wei:e to come to an issue, ye 
would expect me to yote £>t upholding the who]e 
tot o'. the establiahment as it stands at present ; or 
if it were proposed to iieduce the, iitiies, and to give 
a porticm of th^a to the state or to thc'landhffd, 
whicti your Loi^hip would prefer ?^ 

" Why," said the Marquis, " Tm not appre- 
hensive that aoy sueh qu^tion will come on. In 
the course .of tibe present rei^, it would Jbe hope- 
less ; but^ undoid^tedly, were the attenpt to be 
made^ the hmdlord has the best right to the titfaes.^ 
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opinion,^ replied Andrew, ^^ Bu^ my Lord,; «s 
tl» tithes are Ae property o^ the church, would it 
no be v^e natural for die Members o' Parliar 
ment, wl^o,, Vlk^ ^oae, hare no land, ^to take a por- 
don of the tithes to themselves^ than to give them 
to th^ landlords ?^ 

The Macquis was puzded, and oould not see 
the drift of our heroes observations. 
. " Howse^er,"" continued Andrew^ " I think wf 
your Lordship, that it^s no a question very jyro- 
baUe to be debated.for some time y^t ; only it was 
necessary that I should ascertain what was the 
bearing o^ your Lordship^s mind m siicb con^ema. 
And npo,itt^t I clearly understajnd your X^rd- 
ship^s repr^s^nt^tixes are no to i^ote for Reffovma^ 
iions, n<»; for C^^holk Emancipation ; and that if 
the question of C^t^ch Spo^adon .comes o% they 
are to Tq^^^r jl;he beiiAPf of th^.l|i|idlpr4^ we may 
come to the point about the borough. Wbat'^s 
Uie pn^ryouri L(l^d^hip would expect, if I agree 
to e<»ne in ^ot your^ Lordship, tied neck and hee} 
to you|r l^dsb^^s s^nisterial frienda P^ 
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The Marquis winced a little at the plaiimess of 
this language, but he could not refrain from smiling. 
^ Why,"" said he, " if you come in for one of my 
close boroughs, you shall have it for three thousand 
five hundred ; I wiQ give it to no one else for lees 
than fi)ur thousand ; and there is a recent Indian 
importation that will give me even more, but he 
is a talking fellow, and I like all my friends to 
work well and say nothing.*** 

^* Realty thaf s a great temptation, my Lord ; 
and! think we might come to a conclusion, if your 
Lordship would just gang a wee thought ajee, to 
let my conscience hae room to slip cannily out and 
in when it'*s a straight case.**^ 

*^ Upon, that head,'' replied the Marquis, ** we 
shall not dffi^, I dare say ; — you are a sensible 
man, and T would trust as much to your discre^ 
tion in politics, as to any gentleman'^s that I hap^ 
pen to know. But the govemm^it must be sup- 
ported.*" 

** My Lord Avonside,'*' s«ud our hero, with great 
seriousness of manner, ** my Lord Avonside, I 
trust and hope that no man can pFeaimie to 
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suspect that I would not support the goveni- 
ment?" 

*^ i b^ your pardon, Mr Wylie,'* replied his 
Lordship ; ^^I never called in question the sound* 
ness of your principles ; and I think the proposi- 
tion which I have made to bring you into Parlia- 
ment, is a proof of the respect in which I hold 
them.'' . 

. " Tm sure your Lordship has no reason to 
think otherwise of my politics, than as those of a 
man endeaypuring throughout life to act an honest 
part ; and, therefore, I'm only grieved, wishing, 
as. I do, to avffll mysel o' your Lordship^s kind 
offer y that you should think of requiring from me 
any pledge or promise as to the way I shall vote'; 
for that's a vera great impediment to my accept- 
ing the favour your Lordship wishes to do me.'*^^ 

^^ To be plain with you, Wylie, I do not re- 
quire any thing more irom you than &om thoaia 
other gentlemen whom I send into Parliament It 
18 a necessary preliminary that the understanding 
on which I lepd them my interest^ should be clear 
and explicit.'' 
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<< Nae doubt of that ; the money sh^^iM be re- 
gularly paid, and the nature o^ the bargain .p^- 
fectly understood. But that your Lordship may 
not hae cause to be chided about any changiQ^in 
jovap ^ystem^^ replied Andrew^ dryly, ^^ 111 tell 
you what I'll dp. Ye know what my principles 
are, loy Lord; and out of a friendship which I 
canna express my pride o\ ye would send me into 
Parliament for five hundred pounds less than ony 
itfaer body*«Hfast bound to your Lordship^s minis- 
terial friends in a^ debates. Noo, my Lord, if ye^U 
consent to let me gang in free. Til stand the con* 
test in Bidfort at my own expence, whatever the 
cost may be, the which will be both honourable to 
your Lordship and me.^ 

^^ You are a strange mortal,'*^ said his Lordship^ 
laughing ; ^^ and I cannot but agree to your pr<>- 
pesfd. I hope, neverthdess, you will not disap- 
point my confidence in your ministerial princi- 
ples.'' 

^^ I trust your Lordship's ministerial &iendis 
win no gie me ony cause to mak your Lordship 
rue the bargain.'' 
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Such were the preliminaries that led to our he- 
roes l-etum to Parliament. But there were certain 
circumstances connected with his election too im- 
portant to be omitted ; especially as Minerva, in 
the shape of the old gipsy woman, facilitated his 
return, perhaps, with more effect ^an some of the 
more consequential and ostensible agents. 



^ 
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CHAPTER III. 



AN ELECTION. 



Soon after Andrew had publicly announced his 
intention to stand for Bidfort, the grateful gipsies 
made their appearance before his house, and the 
old woman claimed admission. 

** Weel, lucky,'^ said our hero, as the footman 
shewed her in, ^^ whar are ye come from, and 
what'^s your will wi' me noo P'* 

^^ I have come to thank you again, and to serve 
you, for the kindness you have done to me and 
mine,'' rephed the gipsy respectfiilly. 

^^ Na, na, honest woman, ye canpa bide here. 
I hae nae need of your servitude— I hae o'er 
mony in the house already,'' was the answer. 

At which the old woman smiled, and said, ** I 
come not, sir, to ask to share your f^ or your 



AK ELECTION. SI 

fire ; \hA to offer what skill I have to help your 
fortunes/^ And she looked at him some dme^with a 
queer andsly expressionof curiosity ; and then seat- 
ing herself unbidden in a chair, o j^site to where 
heVas sitting, said, ^' You have hosts in hand that 
I may ftirther. Try my art. Seek you to stand 
in presence of the King ? Would you thrive in 
some fair lady^s love P There are paths throng 
the thicket that the gipsies know-— trust my gui« 
dance.'" 

When- the old woman had nuide this tender of. 
her services, she sat for some time silent ; and 
Wylie, meditating for two or three minutes on 
what she had said, then addressed her to the toL 
lowing effect : — ^^ Fll tell you what, gudewife> ye 
mauna try to cast your glammer o^er me. Ye 
have heard that Fm a candidate for Bidfort, 90 
none o** your slights to beguile me with false 
hopes.'*' 

The old woman made no reply for some time 
to this ; but sat in evident cogitation, and once 
cat twice lifted the forefinger of her left hand sud- 
denly to her Iqps, as if actuated by some quick 
internal impulse. She then raised herself erecdy* 
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$B if filtty ptepiired for the disclosure of some hn- 
pDttant reHuU of her meditations. 

*< We kno^," said she, " how to bend the 
iniAd tO'love) andt 16^ mfl'oot the weed of hate» 
a^ plant the rose of kindness in its stead. By 
the iSHtne Ati well work for you ; and tide whatever 
may b^ttde^ you''!! find in the end-that we can do 
yau sendee. Whaf s yonr ekctaoneering colour 

toher 

^i Orange and true blue, to be sure ; the Pro- 
testant ascendeney, and the Hanorerian succes- 
sio*!.'' 

> Th^ old woinan innnedialely rose, and, without 
saykig a word, left the room. Before oinr heiio 
cmld recover his surprise^ she was olit at the 
street-door. The servants, who oiMcsrved her 
falling away, ran up to see that slie had st^efi 
iiedmig ; and were some time in answermg their 
master^s beU, who rung to order her eome refiresh^* 
ment 

The rest of the gip^ who were lingering for 
thdr imeestress in the ndghfaourxng streets, as 
soon aiB she made her appearance, raBied aroandf 
h^; andaoonaftertheyat once set off finrBidfiMrt 
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At tike entrance of the toim, in a lone coimtry 
lane leading to the common, they pitdied thor^ 
camp n2ider a hedge ; and while the men traTeU 
led the Jbosongh, the gcandfiithei^ with * hi* wh#ci 
to sharpen knives and razors, and his aon widi- 
aodiUe propoBals to make h<ini.qKMni8, the old 
woman went from house to house, to see if th* 
ismates'had any old china to cla^ or rmAi-bot* 
tomed chairs to mend. The young woman begged 
witbher infant ; and the boy and nrdnn, with a 
basket £lled wiA pedlar trampery, plied about the 
market-place. This basket they had puzchased. 
OH' tiiCTT way from London ; and the principal 
artides whiek it contained cemdsted of small knota- 
of orange and blue ribbcHi, and stay-laces made of 
twisted tapes of the mute colours. Upon dns 
dsmce the gtatdftd gipsies had expended a consi- 
derahte part of the money which had been given 
them on the day of trial, and wUehMlKey had tUl 
this time carefiiUy preserved. 

The gij^ boys, witli great archness and merry 
TOgaety, so recommaided their orange and tnt^ 
Utte love-knoits luted trinkets to the females and 
chil Ven, and sold tiiim 00 temptingly cheap, iiixd 
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tliey were soon dispofledofi Whenever his graftdmo. 
dier' iaw any of tlrem in a house, she asmilmed her 
m^stieal boks/and said, ^^ Oraiige betokens gold, 
lAidlilue a true heart ; the blessbg of both be 
upon you.*** ' 

' Tor two or three days, in this manner, they 
seemed to be plying their wonted vocations ; ami 
when an opportunity presented itsdi^ feach of the 
^arty reeonunended the other as a sldtftil fortonc- 
teUer ; the preferenee, however, was always ^veh 
to the age and experience of the ancestress, who, 
to.aU her customers, predicted great riches^ and 
honour, andliappy days,*^ from a ^^ Ettle man from 
out the north, with smooth round cheeks, and 
smaU eyes, clothed in orange and bhie.'^ The 
ccmaeqpience of winch was, that every maiden 
locked northward in her dreams for a lover of tins 
deeciiption ; and the imi^batioo of every one in 
the. town was unconsdously tinctured with an af- 
fection for ideas of ormge and bltie» 

At lajt, the pre^t^rmin^ dissolution of Fat- 
liament, irfker all- the friends of the ministers had 
got the start of their adversmes, was disclosed to 

the public.' The highways reisounded wilh ffi^ 

3 ^ 



ilets- BsA^ Ii€»sefi(ieft ; and '^k* fyid^&o^liomBft' in 

S^i^sHiflfy^^meQiiite lid^iitage 'fioin «. gimViA 
election. •" - 

Our hero and his friends having the ministerial 
advantage of starting before the patriotic nabob 
who opposed him^ entered the borough in a ba- 
roudie and finir^ all superbly decorated with large 
knots of orange and blue, and he required no he- 
rald to prodaun him. The gipsy's prediction had 
already disclosed him in vision ; every eye at once 
recognized hiip, and he was received with univer* 
sal acclamatiMiS) in which something even like 
a sentiment of superstitious reverence was min» 
gled; insomuch, that when the nabob arrived, 
the whole town was like a bed of summer flowers, 
all orange and blue ; and ^^ the little man from 
out the north^ was, although on the ministerial 
interest, so decidedly the popular favourite, that 
his rival at once gave up the contest, and retired 
from the field 
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The gipaeS) inunediatdy after the new mem- 
ber had been ehaired, presented themsdyet at hii 
jnn ; and the did woman, with triumph and eull* 
iMion, explained to him, in her wUd way, the me- 
taphysical aid which she had ^vm to him in the 
election. 
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OvB Hero wa3 perfeetly awftre,* llmt by his 'po» 
connexion irith the Marquis of Avonside^ 
it would be necessary for him to appear early at 
CcNirt; indeed the Marquis, immediatel;^ on his 
letiifii to ^PailiMMnl, intimated as much, and that 
Iitt^iWfdlliiimiMlf introduce him to the King. 
< ^uriooiy hdd a very subc»rciinate station in the 
miBd of Wyfie-; and it so happened, that it had 
ihm pif^B ri pWdlnm to seek a sight of majesty. 
TlMUgh ttovkig in the higher oirdes of fashion* 
itte liK^^it^ooiddtibt be. said that he had even ac 
ipait9^ mififthaAwkjigc off die private and personal 
ghm a uUi ^a^Gfewge the TMr^' Theretiranent 
of rthi Bo^ia iSbdiljf to Windsor, had, indeed^ 
iMdbnii fUe -£11%, - in «on)e d^^ree, a stranger 



to his people ; and, except on public oceasiong, 
levees, and drawing-rooms, his Majesty wasraxdy 
seen by them, but on the Sunday evenings on the 
terrace of the Castle. 

Experience had taught Wylie, that some pre- 
vious acquaintance -wkh the peouVarities and cha- 
racteristics of persons whom he had occasion to 
know, was of.gireat eonsecji^eii^Q to a successful 
issue of whatever he might have to do with them, 
Md aii introdttctiiMi tit C<Hi^y so^g^^ifiily^ie^to- 
d^red' merely asA^eiieiQaB^aJ^tliw^ilioiiim^ 
to which he rightly iltftdied in$i^ iallMilmcfi 
H^ had been raised to iim ^ml^m]Me;witkA 
naSe it, in eome id^^, a nAif ygit riWr »t wtdj it 
was n^ now hejxmdih^cn^if^c^^ 
bifiti€», that he m^lil; tater^ay. kl& tmoe^/ll^to 
ietaat intercourse •^with bis. >H>vevrfgn* . It !mm 
tbfrrfore, in bis opinjiao^ m^fimkSAt^ih^TmM 
beaUe so to conduft bilxsei^iliVtbe 
vkfw, as 'not to l&ir^myy4,ifkfim^ 
aUe impression. .B^tto neov^t^^AtOmm^ 
eqoal address aiid inaii&encei '«^Jl)ii»6'AjBMMfc 
too delicale, evtmlor Hie xxwilMit lofftftUiidd^ 
for its otgect and {Miipose >cbuld:ittt<jb 
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1ftidbiiiidndlgiiig?Boniko£ tho&b nebulous and tg^ 
^ ^ ■|Mi'iM^^ goMMy wkh reqpeot to the dbftnces of 
the fi]ture---«tli98fr sefevieA' of amhilaiMi whieh ace 
ariAooi of jbfiinirso definite as to bear ^fiCOBsion. 
Vlie-Ji8dba£Siiii]rfi*d was the only one of his 
Aieiiisi 0aD^rihiHP> jiw l gwn n< » ia a matter of this 
•int^ hecwraldiharv plated. any zelianoe ; but aU 
iiumf^ he jmtifT adiniied his Lordship's acuta 
petceptio«^Jaadjdaiicacy:o£ tact, he yet so dreads 
edoUa^rraSlnByf, diat he was detaniod firom eoa^ 
sslfehqpinmr^: and: tfaerdCbnej afiter- we^hing' the 
soijtorti owH m hiufliwa nund^ he resohred to ga 
aesietijfrtt Wjndaer,- and gatiber on the spot as 
rnnch 'infiirmalinni as possible, about the habits^ 
tke/iisaiDiei%. aoditnie chairseter of the King. 
\. .Aaoofdh^y, - at the hour when, the Windsor 
iftiijjiaiiii ceadb juaoally leams the White HoiMr 
fflliaiiin(piiecadiMy» he^was.diere, and took hia 
plaee in a edmioc, shrmking froin observation,j 
hlisuji^fiEJead'shofidiacQidBpftally jiaaB, and qnefr- 
tiaiBrihim jBttpbtiing His .eausimdon,*-^ thing, by 
thaiwaf v-^bati baa happily rather gone out of fiu 
Oidy oDuntejr fxiends^or Edinburj^ ad» 



80 CHAPTEJIIV. 

▼Dcates in town <m appeal oMeg^ 6rer iUak «£ 
aidier asking or wondering what dwir wKpaAik 
ance can be doing in stage^eoadieB. 

In this jonmejroiur senator met wttk no adrmi* 
ture, although three Eton kayi^ titat.weteaheadjr 
playing at sweUs on the ontside, ^leer ovitwiea mU 
tempted* to qois him. He was, hovwter^ then 
match, and by the end of the jotflcMy they wem 
become jocose «ad familiar aequaintaaoa - Sm 
learnt from lliem that the Casde TaTenrwasfone 
of the best inns in Windsor ; and one of thehojn 
■aid, <^ that if he had no partleidar ofgMaoby dmjr 
would call on him next day, and he^ him to aaiit 
certain what sort of wine was in the eeUar.^ ' 

<^ I cmi hae no oigeetion,^ rofdied he, alg/iji, 
^ to receive any civility at yo«r faaiids; and if 
ye^ disposed to treat me to a bettle o^Ae bfOBt 
oH, m e^en m$ke an endeavouir to <da jostmelo 
your kindness.^ 

And with this they |M»ted. ^llie caim wtye 
leflt at their darnels doof, where4hrir ftgs w»i ib 
obsecpiiotts attendance to receive Aeir great ceatSt 
and to do their bests witli an obedBence m imflL. 
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lb lA.Aalimtb wlndi Ariel serrod Pxoqpc^ 
idBk'ovr heio, driven oTer tbe bridge^ «nd 19 
the hilly was set iowa at the Caade Tavern. 
'. Aftet taloBig «tea inthe coffi^a^mmit which he 
did CKpnssly'fo the purpose of asking qoesriana 
at'dm wniier vektbre to the locali!ries» he went to 
inject'. the^eMviions of die sojal wsidencey and 
to see with what sort cf extamal paxade the actual 
abode ^xograky was invested; His ideas on tfaie 
eolgeet were eidier not very clear^ or very ewh 
neooa;' ftr he waa cUUed, we mij^t ahnost say 
asfd^by iikef manastie silence which lingered ia 
4ie wai^ds and oottrts, except where the footfidts 
of the acntinda were heard, as the soldiers thenw 
scbsss, sympashiiingwith the prosidaig genius of 
die^^ace^ petfimned their brief and narrow cbu 
euits. before the diflbrent enMnoeSt without exk 
dunging a smtence I or where tim or three of the^ 
small band of stone-cutters, employed in repairing 
thedifapftdatiens of the towers and cemioesy wove, 
.heard dupping at their tasks ineqaal solemnity. 
. He had erpected to see steeds prancmg and co*. 
-Imns ftpmgp ssid to hear drums beadng and trum- 
pets soundbg, amidst the flourish, bustl^ and 
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die pA<:&jk&',coidit\ot anr ddFaad'iidgiiijn 
narchjr. Bbfe aa' je»ti£]iieraoipKoi<^.d%flij|eft 
«Mly> hljfiliie ciioHttiMMicttiofiftiitiiim^ 
kixman assMaied, e^^oy vhcECir ptenQedi • Tlib 

fltearo^mdibowsr/^ukit ptttDpeudjraiHlisIowIy floXs^ 
<d;xte^>t]ife aummori tnedaato: ihm mA&a§ sim^ wat 
^:oiil]P aiiitJiltt exmffA^isi ^fim^j^wvixeiffa^ 
tb«tjmelr>hia:vuwrv/ i 

* ItrwiwiiDalaiQrm'.iiheiaTeiiiBgy^'tUnr.t^ aeeidia 
qiattmcBtoi lobiihe ^taoliied ^ tasdaraor cttrfy'Ul tlw 
moromgy not^hoiveVQiv with, the: dig^ta^ 
tknicfi lodd^. either. ai?itUe;warka. aEjuty/wiA 
^hkliitlie7'iiJfettioriieil^<)r ta listeointa dte.teadM 
t]imasy/i^Qri<» oTtlief s^npimta a{^^ toi shorn 
thenu. Hikvobjeotrimiata address hiinadf .to( aona 
one of the doittostiett' ii^' the;amrse dP pasaiD^ 
thrmighitha diffeFeiit^jhidL9.aEid.ch«mbersj aiid>aa 
t9;lead>'mto Jixttomeisatioa thalf Hd|^.enaUe:hiiii; 
tor cistiMt stew, audioatic infonaalian leqpeDtiDgi 
the ieal ohyect. af Hk-: visit Ifis. inqairicaithaft 
night >^0iae^ t£fiBdbaffi^.cfiiefly- r^aiduig thditiaQAi 
fblds^^9ai»tbf,diNtai1li^9id]|A intoithfrapartu* 



1  

A EOTAIi.Xft&mSVCE. M 

meiABf and when, where, and how, he could see 
ilm royal &niily to most advantage. 

His walk round the Castle, and his inquiries 
of the persons he incidentally met with, filled up 
his time till it was Aidt, attd h^ had no Shake- 
qperian recoBeetions to aDure him into the Park 
when Ae moon roae. On the-contrary, a most 
prosaic bdiei^ that if he continued lingering there 
mmifi Jbeyond leanA&'lightbg* tfane^ he sdgfat meet 
wiA noctuznal qoestioness more sdbstantid thai 
'tmimi aadrquite ar ntisidubrons' as diose whd 
^y«innudi jfnmkmomUirJioim Falslafl^ induced 
hioKlao^iss^ eaifly;t<i the inn,, hy" whidi he lost 
ibeheautifid and: romantic effect of the view of 
tiadSaatb hy msosligh V-Hiviewirhich every one 
irfioiiiaBiithe).digittCBt{ taster fer the picturesque, 
loitgiit >Ae]iflMr'tW' go abroad! nor ^ to die without 
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CHAPTER V. i 



WIXDSOK PARK. 

• • • - - .f 



: Br simrise on the Sunday morning Wylie mu 
ixroshing the earty dew in tbe Ktde Park, to tnit^ 
the fieshnesd of the morning gale, or a* he faiBMeif 
hetter expressed it, to take a snniF di cxSkft air 
on the brow of the lull. But healthM exferdne 
was not his only reason for being so soon abtioad^ 
it occurred to him in the watehes of the nij^ 
that as his Majesty was an early riser, the houtec^ 
hold too would of course be stirring with the d)ck ; 
and that some of them might be more rea^y met 
with at that tim^ than later in the morning. Ac- 
cordingly, he kept a sharp look out on all sides as 
he strolled through the Park, but he saw imly a so- 
litary laundress, with a Basket of linen on her head, 
going to the town, and three or fbur lumpish coun- 
try boys that came whistling along the footpath 
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fifom Datdiet, in iheir dod shoesy with white cot* 
ton slockiiigs, iind the knoes ol dieir new Telvet- 
ecn faree^^es shewn in Gcont beneadi dean smock*, 
ficocks; the tails <^ which, behind) were tucked up 
to shew their Sunday coats. 

Somewhat disajvpointed, but thinking he was 
still too early for the inmates of a palace, he pro* 
hmged his walk towards the meadows ; and in 
stq>ping over a style, he saw, dose before him, a. 
stout and tall dderly man^ in a plain blue coat, 
with aearkt cufb and collar, which at first he took 
tat a Kvery. The^re was something, however^ in 
die mr of die wearev, which cenyinoed him that 
he could not be a servant ; and an ivory-headed 
cane, vided with gold, which he canied in a sort 
of nq;]]genl pokii^ nuumer, led him to conclude 
dut he WHS ,dith«? an old .<rffioer> or one of the 
Poor Kn%hts of Windsor ; for he:had added W his- 
kaming, in die oonrse of * the pteeedinj^ev^ening^ 
a knowledge of the exbtenoe of this iq^pendage tO; 
Jibe noUe Chrder of the Garter. ^^ This,"" said the 
embryo eonrdev to himself, ^^ is just the vera thing; 
diat I bae.lmn seeking. TUmak up to %hU de«^ 
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cent eari ; fer tM-ifm^W^^wmif^^^f^^ 
about the King')?* iai^}le'«t«^^id^]pJbrtaEd^ 
Kit befoiw W htti'od^Miotd'iifawpt p^sei, die cfab 
gentleman turned Toundy and Mmg* a^taltKaii{p!rv 
stopped ; and looking M? him •1^1r<ro' ov- three fie^ 
ctmds, said to hiinsi^^lovdeiHMi^, hewevet^ to 
be beard^ ^^Stffange nHa««-d(m7t lGaM>whim<«'«4on!t 
know him C^ Md^tllett he^paused tiILau»beKi>bedi 
dome up, 

^^ Grude di^, sit,^ smJL Wylse as he qaprottdp j 
ed; ^^ ye^rs eady a^t on the SaUbath maEning;' 
but Fm thinking his Mi^ly, honestmmy^eete 
you a' here an example of aohnety aftd eady rih 
eing.^ 

^ Scotohmiiny eli T ttdd the old gentlexoaii ;> 
^ fine mondngy finemondng^ Bp»**-weiltlwrwaim^ 
er h^:ie Aan with yda>? Whstpartef Soetlandda 
you eome from P How do you like Windaoc ?. 
G^meio see the King^eh ?^ aad-hmdly he made 
the echoes rmg with' hie leuf^Men- 

The senetep wiu» e^httk^ at a leg» which qoea.i 
tion to answev fiiet ; butd^hled widi the heaity. 
freedom o£ the slduftatioa) j|>culaiiy aaid, ^' Itf a na 



^^S^ltmo dbjcet>to tirerBKitlRid, I would Mfdiat 
yi^^uen ]3|^iaviitaid limtLeene f^^ iiie- alike 

'tentagg; theibf^^io'^ simqi^Iasig iioir 'aniong: yon, 
eh P-^No excisemen shooting LorcU nowiW-'BiaS 
gtmef>lMA game;- Pd^r Lflisd ' Egintoh had a 
true taste loir agcfciikuxe ; die) codnty, I farte 
hMffd^ Mesr fana^' nuteh^^HStfil imfKfmngi-^iio- 
thi»g lifae ilh-^The im: n0fids<^mai<-^Ck)m is ow 
dttigopftV teeftb«-^Pdlfctaefi' da ii6 .weH:]» Irelwict, 

The humoor of this sally ttekled our hero ae 
weil^as ^Ae aoiltmr bf it^ and ifeey 'both laughed 
ilienisdvea^ into greater inti«to9)r« 

^^W^llirhvi^ jfiD^'^'Baid.ABdibw^i^^ aa^ Tm imicj 
a alBati^T JiflBe, I vdnU like- iorafak jtm a question 
or two about the King, jwil/ae to What sort of a 
man he seally is ;. Ssm we eau flace no sort of 'de- 
|iilMbn0e ettinssMfoper^^r hfstecy }mA»\ in tnati* 
tOES aa^M^-raleM at^^ntenrefg^^evAm^nt^"' 

What riik^Sn?Bdb«rt>Wa)pdIe-^n0t belleii^ 
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hiitoryP-^Scatdine&Tjeryemitunu.^ Bo&dieold 
gendenaii added^ in a gmvet accent, ^^ The l(fMK 
ianotso good as aome say to him he is; noriahe 
80 bad as others say of him. But I know that he 
.has eonsdentioudy endeavoined to^ do his doty, 
and the best men can do no moiey be their trusts 
hi^oriov.^ 

^^ That, I belieye, we a** in general think; even 
the blacknebs never dispute his honesty, though 
they undervafaie his taknts. Bat what I wish 
to know and understand, is no wi^ r^|ard to his 
^kingly faculties, but as to his familiar ways and 
foehaTiour-— the things in which he is like the ge- 
nerally of the world.^ 

^ Ha !^ said die stranger, brisUy,. relapsing in- 
to his wonted ftcedom, '^ very particular, vei^ 
particular, indeed. What reason, ftiend, hare you 
to be so particular ?-*-Must have some .''«— Feeple 
never so without reason.'^ 

^' Surely, sir, it's a very natiDral curiosity for a 
subject to impure what sort of a man the Sovere^pi 
is, whom he has sworn to honour andxubey, and 
to bear, true allegiance with hand and heart.^ 



f' i^'lnms tra^' true,"* eacekaniai die oH geiide. 

land ?*^Wfafit baeoness r 

; "Itjr^A^bomesi, in trutliyHr, «t present 
here, is ta^see^ «iid. kami sometliiiig about the 
King. I have no other tnm in hand at this time.^! 
>< Tui^,tdaii,^ cried die stiaager, perplexed^** 
'^ What torn ?--*WouIdp]aoe llie King on youri 
tatbe^efar' '  

' Our hero dtdnot ireU kmw irfaat to make of 
htft qtddc andvetmiiik cpmpanion ;'ai|dirUle the*, 
old gendeman was laughing at the jocular tank 
lAidi be ^had -bittifMdf giiren^ to the > ScdtticaBni, lie 
said, '^ Fm thin1dng{ friend^yenpe conmiaiided nofto 
speak With stiimgCM anent Kb Majesty's conduct, 
H^ ye l^idt the question^ as thi^^say inP^Har 

''-^ P«(li«ftiedtilUjaeen diere.P-^Hosr do yoK 
like it ? — ^Much cry, and little wobl among them, 

eVr •.;.-'.• 

*'.«« Ye eajraftnd^ truth,: sir ; and Iwish thcyr 
instdd nuib^ llicibrJC^eeblies aa short and pid]y as: 
Ae KiiigVi ^I'^ioldhis Mi^ty bM-aTery gra* 
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said, with nrnpUdty, — ' - > .. i '. l-^ .r . 

. ^ ItivinjBD tbbii^tiifhm^liiiivte yi^i^ bi^ 

he.isnov^tttrold'Buui^ a]idiidtiw]i»t>LluiyekiMHni[ 

' -^^ laapfme,'' icplifidoaiu hesDO,.^ ihfttrjfMhffve 
faten lang^inJiift jeiyicfr?^ ' , --_- • ;• t 

^^ Yes, I am one of his oldest senrflnttf^^-iEyfpf. 
sinoe I (a)iild:halp mya^lf,^ wMithir.aii0w^ wkh 
a sly smtley ^M nu^ say I. luvte been/Iiii^ seTt^ 

^ that yonxfaane had^an: cas]^ p«0t J . : ' 
* ^'' I ha^e ^eeitainly ohey/sd Jm^w^UiTi elied tbe» 
steaiiger, in a liyely kuj^nip.Mae.; bul ^^ifc^giii^ 
into a graver, he added, '* But what may b^rnijifr 
nsward). a^ least-in tkfe wMtMftiit §wt y«^ and 
otlnes tpijiidge.''' 

^' I'm mistaken, then, if it shouldna be liber$V^, 
refiEed J^dnewr; /^fec jnerteeii»raiHlan{«f diBCfie- 
tkonyaaS, donfadass^. ncirk therpciityl^ batr^ a% 
IcKDg {HMseiscflL Magrbb somiB day. in Ba«Haiii^ttb 



liMGii m* VlimffxmmmfsKig fiivffrimg teeiJUmf 
a]i'li^^lleeps'ck)vai»elmthi soeh' dooM vnd'prodcaC 
Vitst MSM-ei^ii^hMgif/ye hae^ffbirfligbD o£ the 

' The (lia> genthsMti' lookidd 8hupl}r>; but; iiL m 
niMiistf^lluNfMfiitenMu^ restoiednts-imhtadapeti 
cheerfiilness^ andihe fiaid,'^^So/yDiiiimr4n*I^siiMi- 
meiit, eh ?«— I have a seat there too-*-Don^t often 
go, hoirevep— -Perhaps may see you there^*-6ood 
bye, good bye.*" 

<< Yell excuse my freedom, sir,^ said Andrew, 
somewhat i«buked by the au* and manner m which 
bis new acquaintance separated £rom him ; ^* but 
if you are not better engaged, I would be glad if 
we could break&st together.*" 

*^ Can% canH,^ cried the old gentleman, short- 
ly, as he walked away ; but turning half round af- 
ter he had walked two or three paces, he added, 
^^ OUiged to breakfast with the King — he wont 
without me ;^ and a loud and mirthM laugh gave 
notice to all the surrounding echoes that a light 
aiid pleased spyjt claimed their blithest refl^nset. 
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Thete wm not much in dni converaBtiaii duit 
satttfied our hero; who perceived that it was 
no easy matter to gain the sort of knowledge 
which he had come on puipoae to procure ; and 
in the irksome humour which this reflection pn>- 
ducedy he t^nsumed the moniing» loitering in the 
:Park and about the Castloi till his usual breakfiiat 
-hour, when he returned to the inn. 
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. Dn&ni« bmkfitet' in the ooffeMoom, Aiidrev 
kiia^ed' Iran some of the other rtrangen, irlMt 
weve wnuhriy: employed, ihfl^t the best opporto* 
nitjr ef seeii^'the Boyinl Familj was when they 
wssfit and came: from church ; for it was not al* 
wqrs cerlam that th^ would walk en llie Tenraee^ 
in the eveDing. • . ' , 

I ''^ But^'^saidhe^ ^ how Ami to faiow the EiiAg? 
fo I dinna siippose tbt his acBis a]?e Kke twA wild 
heaatS) the;Jbfm!abdthetiBiooiB* However, Til 
avail mysel of your counselling, and tak my stance. 
a» yeradsase^rat the B>eyal.^tnane^ilQrSt George's 
Clwpd;'^ , 

Aeeordingly, at the profNd; lime he was at the 
place; but the. moment that tihe carnage with 
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their Majestieg drew up, he saw the oUt gende* 
man whom he had met in the Paric alone willi4iie 
Queen. His heart sank within him at the flight, 
and he fled abashed and confbunded ; for he dis- 
covered that it'wiis^the'Kkig' himself, Mid he 
shrunk with alarm at the liberties he had taken. 
The tenors of thi4^ idM,ihi»weTer, abated ad he 
returned to London ; and when he recalled to re^ 

Migei^^wHaitotiliidy'Jliit beidii^leasfld'/idflftliinl 
Bfttdbe'tinifir lerccidied hmie,'' hta cdoU^ / ii idgrf y 
MMety/ rsfindir ficmn tnUKn^ st( ^tboi -adv cMiiii^ 
wkeik he^foughilidw eninpleteljff be hadlsoccfeHAr 
ed-m illej«bj«M;:4if>}ii9'eflDG^^ liar 

when he was despairing of any suooesii - • ^ "^ 
' Ju tht^l9nf^!fwisiiKfih9' H^datSt JaiMf^'in 
t]ie«Ma»e of lk» ^wwdt^ otutlM Mbtm^'mtmb^ 
tBa M^fqmstcaUedrtoiteuMidJhynidiltt^^ w^^ 

^ Aii'dkMhit :':niida'::(MmMUng' lite mir aiMnptf toe 
decline this honour, in the hope that, by ' pon l ip t f > 
ningjit td a disMM diyslus'lif 4^tyiimg)tt>in4he* 
itrterim* ^rg«o Ism ; Mrfiit^, ^^ i fidoobt^ niy :Loidr 



iiM jCby . X tHive>«t gnatifiJbe jo'iieAttars in t himdi 
CMieoniuig loiuiaGt :tliat . ase^to Im triad niti thiEt> qqkI 
k&fii mnA i;^y>.I '/wofd^^dfaiIl .pottpon^fit jfer Ji 

r iff 07faat}4flauuii*be»'" (xqplicd ^rJboidthipmvii 

S«*I]siiifliit;in7![2fine9dbsj3lu^ thtmsekrm:^ 

fiefifMial mait icmwili jiCi^^ 
voiadiUkrveBMiiidklitbriiitlk&liiyL j^di^ ivlp^^ 
Luhflp%/|p«»ul«{frdthip «iidL>illjwiie Jwfie ,m(|| 
fbohd^iZ hftiBf|4MdIt<)r(itf(befi]«fi% «li% te^8 

I^AfcliHt tjvittiriis fftq^^gnil; stsnngji^cllH 



46 CHAPTEE VI. 

** Mr Wylie," said. the l^axquu grkvdy, ••It 
ihouglit YQU had a more correct notion oftbese 
aert of things. In what way >caii the pdbfie im 
terests be more efifectually proknoied^t iBum .bj^ 
regular and dutiful attendance on the mdhanirf 
Does it not iniBpire ihe people %ith.' that aM ted 
Teneratian/trhich is due from .thent ^to'the fim 
person in the «tatet' In these idnvnv when iifl 
jacobin principtesof 'adtardiy are so iridely i&s& 
minated, it nsquiro^th^iiioiA; strenuous efi&iits^'on 
the part of all men irbo. have a slake in thedomi* 
try,. io. uphold thi» oonsdtatiHitt in its migbial '|io« 
rity/«f King) liOiMb; kid C^tamohs^ .Sdr nqr 
part, were it net flroin a most daioatqpeESUBslbii 
of the utiBty of^itetyidg myhoibAgeto {befool 
ef die timme^ I wotild oelrer hreatlie ^U^ds edfihe 
Court, for I have no natural tasteiforii Bb^vUfi 
Wylie» when I reflect oa dfe^'distBi^uiiiied psdJI 
that my £unily have always tatten in jmUIie'affidrk 
i^-jniioibsttinc^ fr«MB'the<cttffie8t|peiiod%%li^ 
any tf^tlfe Spangles been founddsAcient'.iKiiitfr 
attacbmiekt.td liie mwT^% htana^ unifirfidlr 
for ages, tUsmn^ mlta^^ diBiys,ireiyHifig«afdtog 



tamSen of the dyiuisly, been alwayB feuod by 
Actj^m^ of their Soverdigii — ft syBt^mttic line of 
]fdHey (irhich has Beeaxed them at all times, eren 
iA llie jydest and most turbuleat, from the ^cis^ 
aitadea that have attended the more vemftil^ 
members of the Baronage.*^ . 
.>' I/am very sensihfe of the eminebt part that 
ypms liordduq^ like yxmr fiurefath^rs o£ great le* 
QOim, hm pluyedin politics.; and no one can be 
moce impressed than me vith the hcAicfur of b^ng 
talpen by the hand^ and led into the Presence, by 
a JKiliUman of your Lordship^s coi«rte^,^ replied. 
Andrew; ^^butmy.oljectionwasnoltotheactiony^ 
bnt only to the time~haTi«g» as I said^ a po^er 

of important caJHsas jn bendy oomiffg on a( the a{h. 
piaftching tetmw" 

<< The intiodnctkii will not occiq^y more than 
tiro or tluee ham,^ lepli^ the Matqiiis ; ^< and 
whmi ymi hanre heta piese^ted^ yott may go ^u 
pBbm after as ymi please; fyr his Miijes^ pos^. 
nos s off theeitea a rdinary fiiculty of tetainoEig t^ei 
MiflKt fsdfect leooUection of emy Jbody thi^ ]k 
; Jma once aeen,"* 



: << 'jS[h (^ esKJ^^med^muF -beiro. . N. » 

most beneficial effects. • .>'..; . ':.:.: 

^^^^^kiB'kmSIf «yin|iatftgry^ hmmgi iwnsevtr, 

liii[> Eido^lUl^ <to>aiBi^e AtH tbe^papg^&ffiHfittoov 

(5i(hiieMd>4^4fii6i3ie(ftkm ^cpf {angmsb^ 'pigUt jMGtr 

sWer/b^ could ^^kii^^lhe lll)ftfiqfuifai»ebtiam^ fwdbi 
att' u^ilerstoidiiig^bat' iW4ie^ jMa|il)»i^ 

titee^itf Hi^OiS^iuMtAit ,JmiJaile ewluiittittL <.ii»k> 
new court suit of dark-brown, in Iii«i«|ai||ttbi9i6i*f 

dl^ ^d^ be ctbottgfat^wfuidiftara.xbijiqi;; mmNt 

oteOKiffititf^ <^ the »)gliti(^faair( the ^jbfk mMo 

B^eryl4bkig^ W^fiMnaaip^ 

ili« Mitfqt^ep<^ytej]^infltoito^Hro iAgsi. 

times before he was equipped^ '".ri. ;i ooi^j cbJ 

9 
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. He delayed going to his Lordsliip as long as 
pumlde, in order to allow the crowd time to fill 
the rooms befinre they could reach the palace; 
his intentioii bdng to hasten past the King in the 
dirong, and so to avoid any partieular observation. 
'She Marquis, when he arrived, was ahnost as 
much out of humour as himself, declanjag that 
he had never been so late of going to the levee 
before. 

On reaching the palace, Andrew kept in the 
wAex£ his Lordship, from the moment that they 
l»e«tided the great stair-case. To his short figure 
he trusted much ; also something to his nimble- 
ness, when he should approach the £ing; and 
indeed he so miuiaged, that, by lowly crooking 
his knee at the presentation^ and cowering down 
his head^ averting his face at the same time, he 
had abnost escaped the quick ^e of royalty ; but 
in the very moment when he was endeavouring to 
slii& in behind the puckered form of a corpulent 
clmrch-digmtary, he was caught in the fact, and 
instantly recognized by the King. 

VOL. in. c 



50 CHAPTEtl Vl. 

** Ha ! ha P cried Bis Majesty ; " fine mom- 
tng, Shire of Ayr ! — Come to see the King, d»? 
Come to see the Kmg 7^ 

Our hero, seeing there was.no retreating, is- 
'stantly mustered courage ; and calcnlatihgonhis 
knowledge of the King's famifiar humour, ^aid, 
** Ah ! 'twas a soople trick o** your Majesty to 
dcflve tC out of me, and never to ^ve me an inklk^ 
of who I was speaking to.'' 

The Marquis of Avonside waa petrified, ^xA 
stood aghast; ^9e the King, laughiBg heasrtify, 
amused by the irecoSection of his own addtett, 
-aaid pleased with the com|dimeiH which Andi^e^ 
iiad so dextrously applied, "com^ued ^eakmg,-^ 

^^ Could not hrc»kfisEst wil^ jim Ibat morning, 
eh ! But one ^od turti deserved another. What 
turn in hand howf' and in saying Hiese worAi, 
his Majesty bridslyaddressed himself to a nort^ 
em noMeman, then high in his ^nfidende and 
favour, and -said, " Your countryman, my Lord, 
-^^ ^eevilish cunning,' as Sir ^Archy says ; Irat 
an honest maa->-honest man^>t»noblest work of 
God!" 



' Aj^Ax&v livaUed Uinself of this ellipsis in his 
Jlbjjdaty^B discoivrsato ^msXesi on, 'whik some odjier 
perera^ ^ or^mw tbe Viiag had also something 
|«i0iilflr t0 8«!^9 qppwccMl isi sight) anddflewjoff ihe 
Wf9l aMenti^v'fimn thie new courtier. 

The . Marquis was most seriously indignant 
when he afterwards rejoined our hero, in their 
way to his Loidsfaip^s carriage ; assuring him that 
he had run the greatest possible ride of meeting a 
most ungradous reception. But Lord Sandyford^ 
when informed of the adventure, declared that he 
should not be surprised if our hero were to rival' 
his fimious countryman in the royal favour. Nor 
was this opinion improbable ; for immediately aS- 
ter the next drawing-room, where he was again 
most cordially recogniaed by the King, he received 
an invitation to one of the Queen^s parties at 
Buckingham-house, at which his Majesty request- 
ed him to come down to Windsor. 

But history, when she records the cause which 
prevented our hero from bdng able to avail him- 
self of the royal condescension, will change her 
smiles at the innocent foibles and artless jocularity 
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of George the Third ; mi with a generous elo- 
quence, rising into all her d^jnity, will describe 
the constancy of his virtues, the true English sim- 
plicity of his character, the fortitude of \os pub- 
lic principles, and the purity of his private worth. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

% THE SPIEIT 07 IMPEOVEMENT. 

Neithbe the east nor the west of Scotland af- 
fords the best market fOr the disposal of beautiful 
young ladies with large fortunes. We have even 
some doubts whether those of the south or the 
north be any better. Certain it is, that although 
Mary Cunningham wa6, in all human probability, 
one of the finest and fairest of the ^^ Ayrshire 
lasses,^ and surpassed by few in the prospects of 
fortune, she continued, during tilie regular ad- 
vancement of our hero, still to bloom unplueked 
upon the parent spray. She had, doubtless, a due 
portion of the homage of tender glances, and of 
floacdid proposals ; but in the sequestered bower to 
which she was confined by the mingled spdl of 
her &tb0r^6 indolence and her aunf s pride and 
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prudence, no acceptable youth h^ obtained a jhio^ 
per clue to conduct him to her presence ot aH^ 
tions. For^ saving at the annual papingo ball at 
Kilwinning, she was rarely seen beyond the bouii* 
daries of the Craiglands. One season, indeed, af- 
ter her return from Edinbur^^ aiid when the re* 
newal of a lease of one of the farms had brought 
a considex^aMe augmentaticin U^ htt ftth^^s in- 
come, her aunt had influence enough to induce die 
Laird to treat them with the pteasueesof Ae Ayr 
Races, where Mary was uniyersaBy adndred, etip^ 
pecially by th^ dasUi^ offlc^m of Lord DarliBgw 
ton^s caraby, nt Aial time ^neunpock kk the nagjbi« 
bourhood, and who, like military men in genendy 
thought as much of a ri^ hebress aa a gveal beao^ 
iy. But th^ circmm^^Gt Mkt Miay had a weSU 
founded apprehension of t&eo<$easi)dttaI dcmofisMK 
lions of the military, and alirays dr#w h^ mn 
as far as posflnUe ftom th« scene of dimgin** la 
truth, Mary herself did not aeem to bepairticiteN; 
ly interested by the accoft^ishments or imdMf^ 
standing of any of those Yorkibhire heroes of iImi 
unblemished sabre. But this was not to be woiK 
dered at, when we consider that those cbamcicai 
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uilh$ ^ ifftaOteetwlt mpen^mHy which have en* 
MtsHM thr pQSQ^flSQirft tp perfonn such mixacles both 
idiraad and at home, w^ loeaa mustachoes, had 
BRl tbe9il ^^em iteviy^d in the British Aimj^ 

'Xhe jaimt to Ayr was ia cousequenc^ produce 
tere of no event ; anid Mary, after enjoying the so* 
dai 8i»(iduiie aod gi^MM <Kf the race week, waa 
CMdnoted \}9/A to the dpU monotony of tliat mor 
«Mt|e 8Qcl»iiw which dn^ was &ted to le(Kl at th^ 

. . AJefw of the ctwty hach^rs now and then 
odk4 tt^ i60i^^^b)^ loej^ed as if th«y ^ 
tel ibey woie aU either too weU stsicken in yenwy 
or east in too chunsy a moulds without any rov 
(totning grace of mmii to gain m the aflSscticam 
cf^a qforited and ekgnil girl, who wasnot entire- 
fy unccaneiaua oihst oharm^. 

We have hi^n thus particular in des^Uag thf 
situation of Miss Giinninghan), becaufio we have 
aome reason to suspect tJial bar o^ise is not i^ soli? 
Iaey.0i^; and also, because it was neereisary to e& 
jUmn how Fate worked, in die meantime, to keqp 
Ihe possessor of so much bemty, and with sncb 
aHitmice in reT^edon^ ahnost neglected and uili^ 
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known, while she was peifermijig tsoA pMd%kft 
to increase tlie fotttme and augment the perdonii 
consideration of her lover. 

But although Mary was thufr destined to Uoom 
likea rose in a conservatory^her dtty^nekherpassed 
in indolence nor without ^eyment. HereducatiM 
iat Edinburgh had been sldlfiilly ccn^icted ; and 
during her short visit to Londim, she had obtab^ 
td a view of the world, fiom which her ixtoginft^ 
don easily enabled her to form a distimst and daftr 
conceptionof its generalouliines and beairiiiga. Her 
taste, in consequence, firand iemployaient m mspei^ 
intending the restoration of the pleasQre^gioufdf 
of the Craiglands ; and her address an object is 
obtainingfrom the mirrow ideas of her fitdier, wijdl 
respect to the importance of such things, the r&^ 
quisite ftmds to defray the expence. lit thi» buflU 
ibess she became insensibly and unconsciously a 
blessing to the village of Stoheyholm ; for &e old 
men found easier occupation in trimming tl^ wallet 
and lawns, than in hedging, and ditching, and tiii 
statute labour of the highways. She I%htaisd 
their tasks ; and it is only by so doing that Ae 
mch can wisely assist ihe poor ; for toil is their in^ 
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htm^mBtfUoA all that the well r^pilated Bpnts 
ttDKNB^^em eirer covet, is employmcsit suitable ta 
their strength. 

It was thus, under the auspiees of Miss Ciin* 
hinghamy diat the genial influ^ice of that impro- 
ting genius, with which the whole kingdom was at 
the time animated^ took ^ect in the native viU 
lage of our hero«-€aid be was not long uninfcmn* 
ed of the ehange ; for the master, r^ularly at the 
lN>ttom of the letters which he wrote to him for his 
grandmother, mentioned from himself whatever 
oocurred at Btcmeyhdm ; and the taste, and bene- 
volence of Mary were the subjects which, imaware 
of their interest, he seemed most to dehght in cel^ 
hratmg. ' ^ It ii,^ said the amiable Tannyhill in 
one of those douUe episdes, ** a wonder and piei^ 
sure to behold the beautifiilness thafs kithing 
arotod the Place,— **which Miss Muy, after a great 
work, has got the Laird not only to white^wash the 
walk of die house, but to do a reparation to the 
dyk^,diat has made it no longer like the sluggard^s 
^axden which it was wont to be. She has c^ven pi^. 
suad^ him to get two lead rones, with fine gild- 
fi whirlgig tops to them, sudx as no man ip thja 
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eovmtry side readttodbers to haTe smb, ftv thay 
eaine all the way <mt <^ Glai^gow ; and Iwas«fafi» 
gated to give the school the play, when the phiftb^ 
678 came to set diem up. Ovet and above all the 
good diat she has done in this way, makiaf ther 
malhs paths of pleasantiiesa indeed, the reiimig 
up of the Craiglands has had a manifeit cffiN^ in 
the way of exttnple amoi^ oUMebres, and ve hawci 
aeroral new houses higging; amongolfaega, tfaefe 
is some talk of taking down your gnmaueX whidi 
die^s a thought fashed at, having been so hmg her 
home, and would radber bide in it as It i% thaa^ 
flit to^a better, which cihe is well eosUed todoi 
oafe^of your dutLRid kindness.^ 

Whatever satisfaotioxi wx hevo deiived fima 
these epistles, ikis one was not'CHtirdy wiAout ak 
loy. He temembeved with deUght the .im|oc;anit 
hours thai he had qp^t in the i)ld eottsge ; and. 
iqprettad ao much that it ^as Wffify to be r^no^ 
ved befiore his return, that hy the next post he 
wrote to Mr TannyhiU to e4fo any priee fer ik 
and the garden, rather than itsboidd beehaqged 
or destroyed. The maafter was delighted wi A thia 
agency, andloat ne lime in eibcikipg the porebas^ f 
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^^t «as 80 e«{^ thj|t Im gave bo less thou five* 
«mUww^ ppiiu|d» ; bdbg, in tbe opNpi^ of er^ 
Olber inhaibiljuil^ of tb^ Triage, ft^ five poMdl 

Our ]b^ro }iawg thu^ become liindloid of Ao 
ly^itagc!) AcEa iBfljita^^d }ii9 ^milaisg ng^iil to §m 
tbai i^ wiM^ ^1 mio ibfi im^I p^oet stirtie of xef 
pidr, without altemg» in any degree, its appeir# 
Ittiee; mid likewise to add at the back a small 
twoif ^' which mtist,^ as Andrew said in his let» 
ter^ ^^ be in a better fashion, with a deal floor, in 
oise grannie was taking any ailment, or I could 
find time and opportunity to see my old friends ; 
for I would not like to vex her by taking up my 
lodging in another dweUing.*" 

This hint begat an expectation that Andrew 
would probably soon visit Stoneyholm ; but when 
it was known there that he was elected a Member 
of Parliament, the hope wad abandoned ; and yet 
the master continued to declare that he could see. 
no change which the elevation had produced in 
his letters, ^' For they continue,"^ said he, ^^ as 
Idl-hearted as evo:.'^ 

Old Martha herself did not rightly understand 
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in what the dignity consisted, but said, *^ I hope 
it^s no ill, nor ony thing about the Court, where 
a^ sin and conrupdon abounds. Indeed, I needna 
be feart o^ that, for Andrew, poor faQow, was ne^er 
eut out for prandng on skeigh horses, or gieing 
the word o^ command to rampa^g dragoons^ and 
men of renown, that are proud and mighty in bat- 
tle.^ 
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POLITICS, 



DuBiNC the winter after our heroV election, 
and before the meeting of Parliament, Lord and 
Lady Sandyford came to town, much, however, 
against their own wishes. But his Lordship had 
been persuaded by some of his old friends, public 
characters whom he esteanec), that he ought to 
resume his duty as a peer. 

On this occasion the Marquis of Avonside, 
who, in all things, was a conscientious obser- 
ver of fbrms, deemed it necessary, soon after 
their arrival, to issue cards for a splendid par- 
ty, in order to exhibit them in their state of re- 
union to the friends of his family. Among 
the nobility invited^ both as a matter of course. 
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mSL&cm a wish to faring Lord Riversdale agtm 
Cbnrard in public life, were several memben 
of the ministry. But the Viscount had pre-de« 
tennined never po form any political connexioii, 
and when mad^ acquainted with the names and 
titles of the ^^xpected guests, almost resolved to 
leave London for a time, rather than be present; 
although the occasion was cme which his &ther 
endeavoured to convince him involved, in many 
respects^ the honour of his sister. How it sfemld 
have been supposed to do so, we have never pro* 
perly unde^tood ; at the same time, he agreed 
with the Marquis, that a genejral coiip^iption oC 
aU the leading memb^s of the Avonside an^ 
Sandyford families, was a fitting 9xA expedient 
maimer of shewing to the world the s«tis&ctian 
with which the leconciHation wa9 considered. Se- 
^)Ke» however, finally deciding as to th^ part he. 
would pe^rm, Lord Biversdale went to Sandji^ 
foffd-house, to ponsult the Earl pn the sulyecty 
and on bmg abewn into the libraiy, finmd hia 
Lordship sitting wUh our hero. 
Aft^ ^m^ general observations as to the atate 



rfflkd ^^lb^5 ihe pfdude to idl bBsiaess betwMi 
K^&Iuiieii, €!»D^ wh^ft th^ m^t at Clial]&» 
faun, at any otW ultimatiim of luxi0ury-Hni 
I^Bse eectisioaf) we belkive it U not aecordiBg tp 
eli^ttte fib en^ciae tke BppemtKom of t]i0 nonw 
ing^-^-j^onl Riv^^sdflle mentioii^ to die Earlhia 
embarrassment at the idea of renewing hia ao^ 
qoaJB^aiic^ with the efatesneB alluded to, add- 
Img^ tb»t nothh^ }mt Im isepaA £»r Lady Sandys 
ifeid «bd his J,j0f4sbxpi wo^Id iadtice him fiqr 41 
iMm^nt to hesteale. 

Tim Sflfcl rather pkied the sausilive Viaoovmt, 
Ihan teqpeoked him ; f^ hecoiiMdiac^na b^a^ajkti 
his extreme delicacy of sentimeBt, much of die 
herecKtary weakatiets of the Marqiusi ids filler, 
and used indeed to say thpt Ri^ersdak's fine B^naa 
tif polttieal mtue was hut a eataneouB imtalion 
of the mind. Howe^^, he listened io him mUUfi 
gcieat gravity, and when tii^ Viscoittt had m«de 
an^idof his ease, he put on a ftce of smonsocmsi- 
Aeration, wid theiraaid, — ^^ In a matter of aiich jm^- 
povtwee, I am 9<>t, my dear Lord, qnidiSed to pr^ 
you any advitie; foi, never having been a decided 



6^ cuj^msM nil. 

pelitieal ehsracter myself, being, indeed, idstHM in 
doubt whether I am now considered as bebmgk^ 4o 
the ministerial or oppontioh side of the Houde, I 
cannot enter into your feelings ; but I dare $^ 
our friend, the number he^, may be Me to 
understand the importance of so grave a quet* 
tion.'* 

<^ I diould never onoe have thot^t of speak* 
ing to him,^ repfied the Viscotint, querulouity i 
^^ for going into the House under my fiither^ 
auqnces, he has, of course, lifiked himself to his 
Lordship^s party, and will, no doubt, be as amdoua 
to strengthen <beir number and infiaesf^ as tlM 
Marquis himself^ 

'Lord Sandyford smiled at this attack, and en- 
joyed the anticipation of a retort. 

^* ^Deed my Lord,'* cried our hero, ** yeVe all 
wrong. I came in on my own pods nook, as we 
say in Scodand, when a man lives on his owq 
mean»-«»and I wish your Lordship no to go awig^ 
in the belief, that, as a member of Parliament, I 
hold myself at the good-wjU of eith^ prince Of 
potaitate, peer, or prelate* It^s true, I i^ean tQ 
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u|ihdd and uAst the King and ooiutitutioii, ta 
tbeiieai of aiy judgment. But-— -^ 

: '* I b^ your p«idoii» Mr W^^^ I meattt no 
oflbsoe,** exclaimed Bmradde. ^f On piddic af* 
fairs, aaid the principles and eharaeters cxf pabUe 
men, every one is firee to ispeak. You ^nitoally, 
indeed, acknowledge yourself to be wedded to my 
ftdbef^s party; and AereAire I am justified in 
thinlriaig Aat, Ifte his Loidihqi, you ace natii- 
isaSy anxious to strei^dien lliat party .^ 

Levd Sendyf<NEd looked seriously at the niem* 
bar, afpveitensive Aat^ the moxUd Visoount had 
gone too far; but our hero, with a significant 
snule, re-established his confidence. 

<^ tf s very true,^ replied Wylie, <^ that I na* 
turally wish to strengdien the influence of wbat 
you call my party, but the means of doing that 
lie in the common s^ose of the country at large.^ 
It^s no to be* done by Totes of m&nhers, but by- 
satisfying public opinion-^which is the God <^ 
the political world. And, my Lord Riversdale, 
mce ye think yoursd a public man, and wasna 
Uate in expressing what ye thought of me as 
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oAer; afloometo say, diatldo not thadtny 
party would be 8tN»gtb6Ded by the like^^FU 
no say of y^ni— bat of any nan wbe tUnfa bsm» 
fldf jfOfStgfd te indulge bk own bumonrt in the 
aamoe of the commonweal, or no to serve it al 
aB, just as the wind sits with faim.^ 

The Earl, afraid that if he allowed the Vie* 
oonnt to reply, tibe eenyenatieft wonU beeotie 
stffl more aeate, aldioagh he perceiyed that Ao 
mfflnber^s resentment was saluted m giving this 
rebuke, interposed, and said briddy, << I oospect, 
Wylifi^ that some part of your animadmdooft 
were levelled at me, who, among odier dcvsKo* 
tions, must redcon tihe slad^ened interest that I 
have for years taken in public afiUrs,^ 

^^ As for ihat,^ replied Andrew, laughing, ^^ I 
never attached much^gimportance to your Lord* 
ship as a pditician ; for you are one of thoae who 
are naturally bom to be in opposition."^ 

^^ Bom r exclaimed the Earl; ^^ who ever heard 
of sudh philosophy ?"" 

^ I should be sorry if ony sic blethers as pUUr 
losoi^y w^re in what I mean. Tbo wodd^s madif 
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u|i:cif two Mrt ef fc i h ' tt miof dge^aaAmairf 
tkaugk*. The ia» of deeds have aye ka4titeup»; 
pa^hand^aBdiirfllkeepit to the day ef jodgment ; 
tlw mfB 4f thought BODtt those that sdieiiu^ asuL 
tilofle that fad Ifndl ; and the eiida ^^ Tmn-ipief 
of the men o' deedlSy ja^ ta .caaixy wta effibeib the 
flUggeatibna of die one under the oocreotiea of 
die' 0lheE. . Yoipr Xotdsfaip ia no just one off 
the sehema^) nor exactly a fanlt-findery but 
yete mad^ ^p of the eSements of both^ and all 
j^emr np^odaiioBB /veidd mtaMj make yea am 

m Ofpoattiiat to thoaer in miiiim^jmAsp^'nmcJ* . 
^^ Whilst, sa]^ the Stagyrite on that, Biyeni* 
dale?'' said the Ead, lane^ing. ^^ By <te shade 
ef tibe n^igihty Jidiiia^ I haTo ne?er heard half so 
good an aeeoimt of the aeiiemury and natural iiw 
^tulaQii of unparliamentary opposition ; and I an^ 
persuaded there is. rane truth in the theory. In^ 
ctefd I Dtt^er heard of a sqpdar oppoi^tion nua 
that, in prhrate Ufis^ was an agreeable man of bok 
ainessy homerm intelligent as suck-^A proof thj^ 
h» imt deAdeitit in siane of those oondliatory bii^ 
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naefis qualities, whidi, in the numagcineiit of pub* 
Uc affiyn, are of as mudi importaiioe as taimftr 
Bat Wylie, as,, according to this notion of your^s, 
if I am constrained by nature to be in opposi* 
tioPy even althou^ not bdongiDg decidedly either 
to the schemers or th^ fienilt-finders^ I must of 
course be sn inferior among them. Yon give me 
but Sony encouragement to re-^enter the aceua ef 
pohlic life."" 

'^ Your Lordship,^ replied Andrew, iisdi aiiL» 
matiim) ''would make a very good king in » K^ 
mitsed monardiy, where the constitatiaa so wmrka^ 
that the sovereign has never the entire upper 
hand. But in any other post of powdr, I have 
my doubts that you would sometiiaes be gioEi 
to the farealdmg of old and sacred tbfaigp, tot ^ 
pleasure of mending them ; and may be, now and 
then, trying the mouth of the horse, by pdlis^ 
his bridle unneoessaiiiy. No, my Lord, ye're no 
foalified to shine as a statesman^-^I never thougl^ 
it, since ye will have my opinion, though no <N9fi 
can mair admire your pleasant taloaits. Yofi^ 
mind is ower &ie for daily use ; somediing coaraor 



kwiated for the toil snd moil, die jangluig ted 
tbe Imit^ of pdbKc life ; and younrkest way^ ae 
jre have lio dumce of bdng a kii^ of the kbd 
I Iras speaUng aiiei^ is to be the next timig 
tiBH. Setide yourself in the princely houae of 
€hastii^toii, ivHh your Leddy, and there, fik 
two patriarchs, b^get sms and daughters; ud 
yeH sore your coi^lry better in festering the 
comforts of the tenantry around you, than by 
£ the speeches that ye^re Me to speak, though 
ye were tm times, better ati the art than Pitt 
and Fdx, and a* the rest of them carded through- 
lAer.'' 

^^ Yes r exdaimed Lord Sandyford, surprised 
at' the superiority thus assumed and Mt, while 
he was amused at its simplicity^— ^^ Ye% my 
fiiend, you are rightM-I am not fit for pubfic life 
•— Z haV6 bete bug consdous of the truth, and I 
will take your advice-^I see ii's wisdcoi, and I 
obey its influence.*— So you see, Riversdale, as 
dmre is no chance of the ministry, diarming you 
into thar party, they are likely^ by my abandon- 
ii^ the intention of re-entering Parliament, to 
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ipka M mtieh ifj tUis teonsoksticB, as if yM wece 
abeadjr spetl-biMuid ^ tfarir tumefy 

*the VidcOttUt did mt nmcli mHA dhe insuich 
IMlm, but iistmck'Widi die jMXMvks vrUdi faadlall- 
«ii ^SMSk <rar liefD, said, ^ I tiimk, Mr WyGd, 
«cniadmig Vkat iM» pasted, joixmwj idl^ne ih 
•lASch <ff yotfir tm ^mt dasses ^yba fibce ^ne. 
'T^he result viilj be ims deoU^'afi vkli las Loxd- 

^« I dmia think s^," i«(>fied WyKe; '^^ yc^ 
«o tnnde of snch mafieable mdtid. BtUt diougb I 
-eainm «ay jtiet iiviot ye ape, kno^riiiig -so 'Uttle of 
you, I'll undertake to tell your fortune. When 
ike MaKpuB is a little «iair <IU£dd, yell te ^^ed 
up to &e ^ottse oTFeeits ; and M no de^iiir^ 
lieaiing youinove iSbe address, in aiM^wer ^ ^ 
^eeh from tlie Ihrone, in^e 'fifst «^Moti kfter."** 

liOrd BBAdyford.ti^!*evr l&oasdf bat^k ki lib ^bair, 
tmaHe to control bis kuj^iter, lAlle Ae aet^ 
tnshed Tiscount changed colnw. 

*< Look ial^ Ms feet, Ritersaiile,^ exdalMiii 
ibe ^arl, <* look at his fiaet. TThejr wwt ^be 
doven.** 
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^ Noo> an ;e had ihe doebicm of chmcter 
whicli the Earl possesses,^ said Andrew,'tidiig K> 
take his leare^ ^^ y« would just at dioe, i« thia 
'Spot, not anljr lesoiiw to take yotir place at ycmr 
firtjbe/s table) along^^tk tke nuaiirten, but vk 
ihein, before they qoit the hou8e» io summoa ydo 
to the Teers, hecitase ye dislike die cmsae saia« 
nerS) aadihetuxbident ddiatea'ofdie Coamhei^ 
It will come trith you to that\at last, andith^rcfs 
110 apostasy in't ; £iz die'IbceiKh BeisolulioaEi, th^it 
ye set out, as I have heand, irith worsfaiiipiog, 
has apostatized to such a degree, that t^e question 
is no- longer, whether mankind are entitled to 
have Hberty or equality, but whether they shall 
submit to a military despotism. When things are 
brought back to the state of the golden age of 
the Eighty-nine, ye may indulge your philan- 
thropic politics. But till then, my Lord, ye may, 
with a safe conscience, support any ministers in 
this country, that set themselves against the do- 
mineering insolence of a pack of licentious ad* 
venturers, that hae no other object in view but 
to riot at Paris, like our own sailors at Ports- 
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mouth or Plymouth, when they reoeire prize- 
money* 

And with thitf the conyerBation and intervieji^ 
ended; for BiTersdale came away at the some 
time with our hero, and as they walked down 
'Lower Giosvenor-Street, tried to convince him, 
that havii^ once abandoned Farliftment, it would 
be inconfiifltent to take any part i^ain in public 
life; to all which, Andrew only remarii:ed,^'Weel, 
wed, my Lord ; but make no radi vows, and think 
oh what I was saying*^ 
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A PLOT. 

Whien Lord Riinsrscble and our hero had re« 
tbed firoin Sandyfotd-house, the Earl fblt himself 
irresistibly mclined to phy them both a little 
prank. Accordingly, he soon itfter went to pay a 
morning visit to the Maarquis, with the view of 
ascertaining who were to be of his grand party. 

^^ I am not siire,^ said his Lordship, with af^ 
fected seriousness, in conversing on the subject 
wit^ the old peer, *' that it will exactly do for 
me to meet so many of your mimsterial fiiendil;* 
Your Lordship knows that I have had some in- 
tention of resuming my Parliamentary dudes, and 
diat I have always been considered as belonging 
to the Whig side of the House.^ 

VOL. lit. 9 
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That doubt,^ replied the Marquis, with a 
complacent smile, ^^ shews, indeed, to which>ide 
of the House your Lordship belongs ; for none 
o£ ours would ever think his character or pxind- 
ples likely to become questionable, by meetiiig in 
priyate life with even ihe most violent and dis- 
tinguished of your leaders.*" 

" Nay,'' said Lord Sandjrford, " I had no 
doubts on the subject till Riversdale called thk 
morning, evidently so much in a vadUating per.- 
plexity, that our friend Wylie advised him to ask^ 
the minister at once to summon him to the Pe^s*^ 
' " You don't jsay so ?'^ exclaimed the Marquis, 
with delighted surprise. 

^^ I do indeed, my Lord^'' was the answer ; 
^^ and it is therefore under some apprehension, 
that the event may be consummated when Bivers- 
dale meets the minister, that a r^ard for the de- 
licacy of my own political reputation makes me 
question the propriety of being c^the party.'' 

" It is very surprising," replied the Marquis,- 
with solemnity, ^^ that Riversdale has never faints, 
ed any thing to me on the sulgect. He cannot ' 
but know the pleasure and satis&ction wbkh I 
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lAikfi i^e^^ire, on learning that he has at last re- 
ttffiiad to a due sense of ins duty as a member of 
the Brkidh Bobyity." 

" 1 b^ y<att Lordshij^^s pardon,^ said the 
Earl, stiB preser^g the gravest countenanee pos- 
sible. ^' Riversdale l^as not decidedty^ made up* 
his mind ; on the contrary, he is as diffident as a 
y<miigiiidy before ^ff^^iag her consent, and some 
ftur tikr^sses tmxk the mhiiBter may yet be requi-: 
site 40 e<nxiplete fais' conversion. But, my Lord, 
aiftong your expected guests, I do not recollect 
that you have named WyKev" 

" Hfe is not invited," was the answ^. 

" Indeed?" replied Lord Sandjrford, with well 
affiseted coldness, ^^ I thought, considering the 
part he has played in the drama, of which this 
said dbmer is the denouement, his absoice will be 
a blaaik. Lady Sandy&rd will be hugely disap* 
pointed.^ 

^^ It did not strike me in that li^t before,'^ 
said die Marquis ; ^^ but I will instandy send 
him a card, l^hough, between ourselves, my Lord, 
his manners are not just in unison with dK)se of 
the company l expect^*^ 
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You mil particularly oblige me by invifiBg 
hiin,^ xgoined the Earl ; ^' and I am pei^stiaded 
that were he brought more into society with Bi- 
versdale,: the conversion, to which your IkaSdAp 
looks forward with «o much solicitude, w31 be the 
sooner aocompHshed.'" 

The Marquis, although naturally dull, saw 
through the quizzical humour <if his son-in-law ; 
and laughing, said, ^^ Really, Sandyford, I know 
not what to make of you ; but has Riyarsdale in 
any d^ree changed his opinions ?^ 

" In truth, my Lord, I very mudi suspect he 
has unconsciously — at least Wylie thinks he will 
soon change; and I place ^eat reliance on his 
discernment and sagacity. I would therefore ad- 
vise your Lordship to ffre the minister a hifit.'" 

^ Well, well, but joking aside,**' cried the de- 
lighted father, ^' how does it happen that you, a 
Whig, should be so anxious to be lid, as it were, 
of Bivarsdale.'^ 

" Because,'' replied the Earl, " when I g^ 
into office, I shall employ only the sound and tru6 
of our own party ; and I have my doubts of Bi- 
versdale," 
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THe Marquis again perceived that the Earl was 
placing with him, and said, *' I see how it i»» 
Saadyford ; you have sinne motive for wishing to 
see your friend, the member, ialong with the mii>- 
nister ; and all this is but a manoeuvre for s<»ne 
sinister purpose that you do not choose to ^x- 
plain.'' 

^' I am sure,'^ replied the Earl, laughing^ 
f^ your XiCffdship cannot suspect I entertain any 
hope that WyHe, by h&sag brou^t into social con^ 
tact widi the Heayen^bom Statesman, will retnm 
hpm^ A Wlug^ or thinkless of him as a man than 
as A minister P'' 

. '^. You are a most extraordmary ptazle, San^ 
d^ord,'' said the Marquis. ^^ Kmming as I do 
what your party say of my distinguished fidend, I 
should pot be surprised were you to confess thai; 
you really entertain some expectation of seeii^ 
WyKe's confidence shaken in the minister'*s ta- 
leitts, by witnessing how much that aninent per«- 
sim can bend to the common level of human na^ 
ture in the friendly moments of comdvial ease ; 
for I have aU. along suspected that you were not 
satisfied to find Wylie arrayed on our side.*^ 
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Ab, my Lord, that was a bold stroke of yoBTs ; 
and certainly I have no reason to be pleased tba^ 
lie bas turned a Tory^^ rq^lied the Earl waggish- 
ly ; but, in ^th, he had never given the subject 
a moment^s reflection* 

^^ Yes/^ said the Marqjiis, rubbiiig bis hands 
with glee ; ^^ I do tajke some credit to myself to>x 
ihat, as I dbubt not your Lordship did^int^id to 
return him on your own interest . A man of hid 
talents was not to be lost to the conntry.^ 

The jBarl was amused at the idea of the Maiw 
^uis, in supposing that, the: ilitc^rnty of WyUe^s 
character was so pliant as to be moulded by anjr 
Parliamentary connexion; and* said coldly, as if 
in resentmfflit for the rejection, im^ied on the 
(^position, but in reality to prolong his larifling 
with the self-complac«icy of the old peer, ^^ The 
loss to the coimtry is by the sid& he has chosen*^ 

The Mffi:quis- immediately explained, of, in 
better EngUsh, made an iqpology , and, <^ course, 
the conversation was changed ; for the good na- 
ture of Lord Sandyfbrd would not allow him to 
dally longer with trifles, to which the Masquis 
attached the most serious ipportAuce, and with 
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mA&A he gouM notgofsrther^without iht lisk of en-> 
cmaS^Mttg on feelings and prejudiceg, that it would 
hare heeii^ as hopeless as croel to have atten&pted 
to change or controvert. The conseqefetice, how- 
ever^ of this conversatipn, was an immediate invi- 
tation to ouir hero, and a visit the same afternoon 
from the Marqcds to the minister to intimate, that, 
by a fe^ particular attentkms, he had s6me reason 
to hope Lord Riversdale would be found not tflK)» 
gether incorrigible in his political heresiei* 

The minister, engrossed with the arduous tasks 
of his great office during a period of rapid changes 
and awi^ events, knew little of the character of 
Lord Riversdale. He only recollected, that several 
years before, when his Lordship entered Parlia- 
ment, he had heard hun spoken of as a young no- 
bleman of very proniising talents, but infected with 
revolutionary opinions. He was therefore pleased 
to receive so &vourable an account of the state of 
his sentiments, and congratulated the Marquis on 
the prospect of seeing Ae good old English prin- 
ciples of his family inherited by a son able and 
qualified to support them with vigour and dignity. 
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In the meantime Lady Sandyford had receive 
an acoomit from the Earl ci the opnYersationa <^ 
the monuBg, and hedy acknowledged that her 
i]f»Ql<»i89t both as to his clww^t^ and that of her 
hfoth^^ coincided witii those of on; hero ; whib 
she could not refirain &om Joculairly r^aon^tiratis^ 
with his Lordship for ind^Igin^ hj^ waggei7 ^ 
the exjpwce of b^r father, whran she was appro- 
hensiye might in consequence be brought mto 
some awkward dilemma wil^ the minister. 
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CHAPTER X. 



A STATESMAN. 



OuB hero^ on the day of the Marquis of Avon* 
fiide^s banquet^ arrived a short time before Lord 
and Lady Smdyford. The principal guests were 
already assembled; and among them the Pre^ 
mier, with several of the other ministers who had 
received invitations. When Andrew was an* 
noimced, his name, as one of the Marquises new 
members, naturally excited the attention of the 
politicians; and he perceived, on entering the 
drawing-room, that his appearance did not pro- 
duce the most reverential impression on the ntiqpr 
statesmen. But the Minister, with that bright and\. 
penetrating look for which he was so remaricaUe, 
darted at him a keen and inquisitive glance ;.3nd, , 
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as soon as Andrew had made his bow to their no- 
ble host, crossed the floor towards him. " His 
strides,"' as our hero himself described them, 
^^ were as stiff and as long as a splmkey laddie^ 
stalking on stilts C and, without beiog introduced, 
he immediately- entered into conversation with 
him, in so condescending a manqjer that Wylie 
felt it as particular. 

The acute and pedagogue aspect of that great 
man was not calculated to conciliate at first sight ; 
but there was a charm in the urbanity of his voice> 
and the Aill rounded harmany of his language^ 
which almost persuaded the stranger that th^ mea- 
gre anatomy of his figure was invested with mag- 
nificence and dignity. The moment that the Pre- 
mier spoke, our hero felt the full force of its influ- 
ence; and for some time stood overppwejod, a!fc once 
by its eflects and the sesse of an afiability too ar^ 
tificial to be agreeable.. The c^m sustjQiined voice 
and measured sentences gave hipa Jlpdeed, a feeling 
of the existence of a faculty far superior to tbe more 
various andimpassioned eloquence which occasion7 
ally burst from Lord Sandyfprd ; but und^ all thi^ 
acquired habits and accomplishments of the minis-. 
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t&y fe intmtively discovered that lofty pride which. 
Constituted the baaod features of his charActef , imd 
Ite Would have retreated from his condescension. 
This, however, the other was determined liot to 
periiiit ; for he' had made himself in some degree; 
acquainted with the history and talents of all the- 
niew members returned at the late election, and 
had received a strong impression, but not altoge- 
ther a correct one — for it was chiefly from the 
Marquis*- of . the professional address and gene- 
ral ability o£ oux; hero, and was resolved to cuL 
tivate his acquaintance particularly^ 

Ha had therefore, as we have mentioned, ijm- 
medUtdy addressed him in a distinguished man- 
ner, — ^flatteringly on those topics with which he 
conceived him to be best informed. But neither 
by professional subjects — ^nor by* public affairs— 
nor by the pipiciples. of . poKtical economy — ^nor 
by Ae beauties of classic literature-— nor hy the 
ancient or modem history of England, or of Eu- 
rope— -no, n^ by one of all the difierent tests 
which he was in the practice of applying to stran-. 
gers, .especially, to young members of Parliament^ 
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did the Mimster obtain a single answer, thst m 
any d^^ree corresponded with <^e opinion he liad 
been taught to form of Wylie^s intelligence asd 
sagacity ; and he was on the point of tonmig 
away from him, to inquire of ihe Maxqiiis if this 
was indeed the new member for Bidftrt^ of whom 
his Lordship had spoken in terms of mch adB»* 
ration and respect, whei» Lord and l4Kly Sandy- 
ferd were announced. 

* The moment the Earl entered the reom, he 
saw Andrew^s embarrassment, as he stood wkii 
the Premier, like, as his Lordship of^ said, a 
guinea-pig beside a cameleopard in the plates of 
some cheap edition of BufFon, and almost imme- 
diately joined them. 

The Minister was slightly acquainted with the 
Earl, he had heard of his talents, and he knew his 
history, He accordingly addressed, him in his 
best and freest manner ; insomuch, that our hero 
could not but admire the tact and spirit with which 
his Loidship^s peculiarities were so dextopoudy 
treated, while at the same time he was uncon- 
sciously obliged to notice the striking contrast 






belmmaib» d^snt nataral fireedom of Uis psUron^ 
imA 4feT fonnal «»d elAhoral^ d&bilky of the 



Wken theiifst salutntioiis -msre^oYjes, the Emrl 
bokfd iiMeiE«% ai Andrew, as he said to the Mir 
laster, ^^ I hope my fiieiid Wylie is to move th# 
address em the Singes speech P He looks 4fcs if you 
had been wyiBg he was escpected to do so r 

^^ If it would 8iS»rd any gratillcation tO' your 
iiorddnp that Mr Wylie shouUl undeFtake the 
task, an arrangement zuay he made f(^ that piuv 
foae^ replied the Minister. 

The Ead bowed, and said^ with a > smile that 
waa felt as it was meant, ^^ I can have namsh to 
interfere with any ministerial acrai^ement i^ -and 
he added^ in a still gayer strain, ^^ But I should 
like to hear what view my friend would take of the 
expediency of continuing the war, the usual topic 
on such occasions.^^ 

; "I fiBncy," replied Andfew, *> that there can 
Ik^ Utde doubt of that ^s^pediency f(X a twelve- 
moi^ or so yet.''^ 

, " Yet r exclaimed the Minister, .^tiudc both 
with the word and the maimer in which it was 
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sidd>-— '^ Do you then think that the oofituiuttee 
of the war ougb; not. to be regulated by events F-^^ 
ought not to be contingent on the deveh^ment of 
drcumstanees ?-*-and that it is so governed by 
naturttt hms as to partake in some die^gree of th^ 
nature and duration of an organized existence ?^' 

^* Just so, sir,** replied the new member, " fo» 
all the wild firex)f the French Bevolutmi is burnt 
out ; and Boney, the sorrow, though he calls him- 
self a consul, is just a king ^ all things are settling 
into a kingly order again, but no of a peaceable 
sort ; on that account^ a peace is, Fm thinking^ 
the only way of carrying on .the war.^'l 

" How so ?'^ said Lord Sandyford, interested 
by the remark, and by the eilect wfif^h it seemed 
to produce on the statesmanv. 

" Because,'" replied our hero, "the frame of go* 
vemment that'^s^nowtin France is the creature of 
the public opinion which was begotten out of the 
events of the war ;- and it is onfy adapted for a 
state of tribulation and wax&re ; and, therdPore, if 
ye wish to see the downfal of Boney'*s dominion^ 
ye must subject it to a change of public opinion, 
the whieh change will grow out of a state of peace* 
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But. I have a notion t&at it^s no just expediait 
y«t Ifboome to tennswith him; he must be alloot 
to &el himsel more settled ; ye must give hiia 
length of rope^ that he may grow a little more im* 
boardtde befi»:e ye mak:0 peace ; ^r it's only by 
lettiog the wud deevil o' a^ body believe it may d^ 
what it likes, that ye're to wile him apad his legions 
into the sniffe o' destmption^ HiAipower is only to 
be cast .down by. his own- Miy ; ajxA ye maun sub- 
Httt to make peace belyve, just to .jiet the^- world 
see that his^syst^m ijs no (me..which can be endu* 
red in peace. In short, it!*/3 my conceit thiat there 
can be no durable pe^ce contracted with rampar 
geous soldiers ; and what will Francedo with all 
her annies in a time of peace P She'll just gang 
again to war, and the world will rise in a rage to 
put her down, as a wild beast that mui$t he driven 
into a den and muzzled there."^ 

The Minister s«d nothing ;. but when Lady 
Sandyford came up, and drew Andrew aside to 
speak to him concerning some little-affair that she 
wished him to do for her, he remained for some 
time thoughtful^ and then addressed himself to 
Lord Sandyfordft saying, " Mr Wylie has placed 
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the ezpedioiGy of making peace with France in a 
dngnlar point of vieir. I perceive that he d^esenres 
his high character ; although he is in acquirements 
far belowmediocrity, and in the ostensible glitter of 
talent greatly inferior to many men, who can form' 
no such conception of that policy which fiiture con* 
siderations may render it expedient to adopt."" 

Dinner was announced ; and in taking his seat 
at the table, the Minister placed himself beside 
our hero, and treated him with that freedom which 
constituted one of the powerfiil charms of lus pri* 
vate life. 



1 
i 
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CHAPTER XI. 



A PftO0£I.7TE. 



Load BiTfi&soALE, fiom * pwMMiiiieBl ari- 
sing dthar &«m the predlctum of our hi^o, or 
fivM soine cOiiscjiousiiesB df a change wilhki huBh 
sdf, whidi he was averse to acknowledge, did n^t 
mtike his i^jpearanee in the 4wwing-toom ; and in 
taking his seat at the dinner-table, kept as fiv 
aloof as possible fiom the Minister, in order to 
aToid the seduction <^ his att^taons^ The £aatl 
of Sandyford suspecting the Visoount^s ftelings, 
«d hia «WB pLiyfui di^podtian h«u^ been «. 
newed to a boyish gaiety, fropi the time^ of his 
re^unionwith the Countess, he could not resist the 
t^nptation of bringing him at once into csommur 
nion with the stately Fremier. Accordingly, as 
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he happened to sit next Riversdale, he obMwed 
to him that his adbiowledgmentB to the Mimater'^s 
salutation were so cold and distant, that it must 
have attracted the notice of all present ; and that 
people might think it weak of him to infringe the 
redprodties of sodal Me by such a decided mani- 
festation of political prejudice. This was quite 
Plough to make Riversdale change his whole de- 
meanour :»-*-from that moment he used innume- 
table little artifices of address to engage the atten- 
idon of the statesman, and not long wiljlout effee^, 
for the quick eye and quicker mind of the Minister 
ahnost instantaneously discovered that Riversdale 
was actuated by some, motive ; and under the im- 
pression which the Marquis had giveki him of a 
change in the Viscount'^s opinions, he attributed 
his attentions to that source. A most delightful 
equivoque of "deference and submission cm the part 
of the Viscount, and of compliments and courts 
sies on that of the Premier,; was in consequence 
performed between them, to the in&nte amuse- 
ment of Lord Sandyford. Things, indeed, went 
so far, that our hero became interested in the 
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.xeaok:; Mt^ ixomwcTf suspecting the cause^ till he 
ImgBf&ek^ tb ohferve the arch iDgoecy with which 
-the Eadwas watching the pn^resa of the Mcoe. 

^< I think liiat Loid Biversdale^^ said the menif- 
beT) wIiiBpeijhi^y tathe Minister^ ^^ would not be 
ilLfleaaed to moYQ the address in the Peevs-^ye 
diouU gL?e him n smnimms.^ 

This was soxnestrhat in a plamer and more point 
blank stjfle than statesnen are aocustomed to re* 
i^ye 0iif;ge8tionB ; but the Premier had I^ this 
;^e fi«med a correct ofanicm of Wylie's down* 
c^;jkt character^ and observed^ laughingly, at per- 
Qfiiying that the motives of his reciprocities with 
J^ycvsdale were so clearly seen through, ^^ Will 
you propose the thing to hfan P*^ 
. ^^ 111 no olgoct to do that ; but ye should first 
tiy to shew bjm tihat ye're no continuing the 
war against the liberties, of muKikiBd,'^ was jthe re- 

. The Miniate wasL still more: diverted by this 
liDiark, and said, ^^ In that oise, I cm employ no 
better argument than your own hk the drawingr 
loom.^ 
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Lord Sflady&td, obderviv^ the unikiritoao in 
wiidi this brief dialogue vas e«Tied mifi'pKftkf 
guewed the subject, aaad shook his heftd s^sifi- 
€«n^jr to Wylie ; notfamg fartha*, hoi»nrer^. took 
plaice while the ladies remuned at taU^ for. the 
Minister begim to condole with th^^Duehcie of 
Dashingwell, who slat at hk right haftd^ «» die 
neoessily he idiould be under of im]^oiin^ some 
new tax, affecting to consult her G^aoe wheAer 
cats as weQ as dogs might not be rendefeed piN^ 
dbetiTCf to the revenue, amuMng h^r with hili)i». 
^Kofige, to whidi, widi a sort oi jocular good 
taste, he gave an air of official ftrmaiity, that mm 
admirably in diarac^^r wUti his own peedte 
ners. 

When the ladies had retired, he took aii opjkir- 
tunity to advert to some recent expbdion of po^ 
puller feeling, remaryng widi sinemty> that, prio^ 
to the American war, die European govemm^Etti 
were so strong, tiiat they imdervalued ineurree- 
tions; but that since the Ftench BevohitbikJ 
there was some danger of falling into the opposite 
error, and that many of the harmless ebuUilions 
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of di6 popiil«ee Fan ^e ikk of %eing consid»!<6d 
as fK^tical dangers. The perfect deamess, beau- 
ty> and candour, with which this was stated, exci- 
ted the IbdsiiratiiM of aU present, and was in 
ehaitiung unison with the sentiments of Lord Ri< 
Tersdale* Even the Earl of Sandyford, who hid 
no particular esteem for the Minister, wasdeHgl^t- 
ed* alike wilJb the liberality ^f the senliment| «id 
the inimitable elegance and pers{ncuity g£ the H- 
histraldons. Our hero alone had any suspicion 
of the design for which it was made ; but he sal; 
also in admiration, less, however, of the matter, 
than of the address of the speaker. 

The conversation then naturally diverged to 
mibjects connected with popular governments, in 
which the Earl bore n distingoished part, and ex;- 
pessed himself on the vanity of popularity, with 
such perfect grace, that eveiy one who hoard him, 
deplored, in their own mindS) that such superior 
talents should have so long been misapplied. In 
iltuistration of his opinions, he repeated,*^^ 

r 

^' 7or what is glory, but the bli^ of fame, 
Tho people's praise, if always praise unmixed ? 
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Aod what the people^ blit a h^rd eoafaauAf 

A miscellaneous rabble^ who extol a. ..■ 

Things vulgar^ and well weigh'd^ scarce worth the 

praise ? 
They4>raiae, aad they admire^ they kndw Iwt whsti 
And know not whom^ but as one leads the other ; 
And what delight to be by such extoll'd^ 
To live upon their tongues^ arid be their talk^ 
Of whom« to be dispraisedj were no small pcaise ?" 

" Were it not,'' smd the Minister, " that Mil- 
ton Was a republican, I should think, from the 
rhythm and dignity of these verses, that they 
were of his composition.— Is it ian imitation by 
your Lordship ?" 

" They are really Milton s,'' replied the Earl ; 
^ and these sentiments, he ascribes to the Savi- 
our, in answer to the temptations of Satan, and 
in his work which he most esteemed,— Paradise 
Regained.'' 

^* If that's the case, Ihfey must have been dic- 
tated by a penitent spirit, for he would not put 
any thing in the mouth of the Saviour, that he 
did not believe nor venerate," said our herov 
** He may, in his younger days, have been a re- 
publican, like many other clever lads ; but I dbUbt, 
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vniti such notions of the mstability of popular opi- 
nion, he didna depart this life in that ddusion.'" 
And in saying this, Andrew looked across the ta- 
ble to.Lord Biyersdale, who sat in a state of 
strange pleasure, at hearing it so ingeniously ardr- 
red, that Milton had probably lived to. repent his 
republican enthusiasm. 

Wylie^s remark gave the Minister his clue, and 
with that felicity of exposition, which transcended 
all Greek and Roman fame in oratory, he took, in 
bis most captivating colloquial manner, a general 
view of the progretis of the French Revohition, . 
and dexterously interweaving the suggestions of 
our hero, with respect to the continuance of the 
war, demonstrated to the entire satisfiK^on of 
Lord Riversdale, that whatever was the opinion 
of the opponents of Government, as to the origin 
of the war on the part of England, the apostacy 
of France from her own principles had been so* 
decided in its character, so violent in its effects, . 
and had canied her so far, or, as Mr Burke said 
of that emigration of opinions which characterise 
the new Whigs, had so transported her beyond 
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Axaefn and the Ganges, thatEnn^and^mar^ Iqt 
remaiBSig stationary in ker prmdpkB, m§B m« 
doitly becnme the ihMm-pym of whatever eadaied 
m themndd, of liberty, of ofdec^ and of Ji(»nQr. 
The eflfect of this exposition was inesistifale (A 
the wavering mind of Riversdale, and when Par- 
liament met, the prophecy of Wylie was in the 
main part fulfilled. His Lordship was called up 
to the Peers by summons, and though he did not 
move the address, yet he took his place on the 
imnisterial side of the House, without excitin^g the 
sl%htest obserration. His old friends had, indeed^ 
been accustomed for years to Consider him as en- 
tirely alienated from their party, or rather as ba« 
ving never joined it, while the members of his fo* 
therms side, regarded his accession as the natural 
result of the hereditary politics of the £unily^ 
Mudi, therefore, as the Marquis of Avonside es- 
teemed our hero, for the part he had taken in the 
reamdliation of Lord and Lady Sandyford, he 
regarded the conversion of his son as conferring a 
far greater obligation, especially when the Mini- 
ster informed his Lordship, diat he considered it 

3 
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t» hMTo heea tffiscted by the singular direirdness 
with ivhich Wylie had thrown out the hints that 
had mMbi htmself to speak with so much efiect 
to the undecided diiapontions ct the Viscount 
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CHAPTER XII. 



THE DISCLOSURE. 



FoBTUNE poured her cornucopia so liberally 
around our hero, that honours and riches seemed 
to lie at his acceptance ; for although no particu- 
lar appearance of patronage was shewn to himself 
on the part of Lord and Lady Sandyford, still 
they both felt themselves so much his debtors, 
that the powerfiil influence of their respective re- 
lations and connexions was unweariedly exerted 
to promote his advancement. They often, how- 
ever, remarked to each other, that there was some* 
thing about him which could not be easily ex- 
plained. The Earl had at one time imagined 
that his rigid &ugality was dictated by a sordid 
desire of riches ; but the warmth of feeling which 
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lie h^A (tbofwmiW j3i».«iiiqr:di£bcc^ had 

l<^]ig o|>l>t>eT « |edi eKcrjiiB^.tif thAt^ApiBoii ; and 
he saw ths^ W]sUo vcenbl Miot m]lf\ be lihecal^ hut 
«y^ j^Qoxe-'^inraufiec^ Oiitfst iir^tidce it^ ooeurred 
to Mb L^idfiiUpi^thal ithf X0 ic»a a degree of system 
in die mmiOicityj^Ws mimM«,,»tamg^y at ^a- 
riance wiith his ^maty .in ciiltiyatii;kg the aoquamt- 
aiK«,ofpe«oM«fflMi»dfe«hi«L 

^^ I hayei«ii:idisa,'f.said.he, ULspeakiiig on the 
subject 0ae' d«]D ten tbe Countess, ^ to i»>nfer on 
Um what I think Jie laHl iesA&sm an hxniour ; fer 
it appears to ime^ ibat he att^ahes more ^ahie to 
those things whidhgiTe him personal consequence 
than to any sort 'Of pecuniary iavours.'*' 

What his Lordship meant was not then ex* 
p}l^ed ;:. hudfirtdKie ivne^after^ when the Countess 
had pKiesejaiited him wil^.411 heir^ Iobbl dechired Ms 
intention, i» noioittatcr Wylie one of the sponsors^ 
^^ For^^ said tfaf £a£l# ^^ as> we .have no chance 
of getting a fairy oioirHirdays, I do not think we 
shall be able to do belter.'' 

The Countess itoikd, and jaid gravely, '' I shall 
rejoice to dbfeun 90 honest a friend for our dear 
boy,, and pledged, to be his jGtiend by the sacred 
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ofaiigatiim of die baptiamal TOWB ; butifWylietf 
a Ptesbjrteiiiii, I fear, fiom the int^rity of his 
character, that he irill decBne your offer.^ 

At thiB janctiire of the eanyersatioii, theDodeaB 
of Dashingwdl happened to call, and on the sub* 
ject being mentioned, her Grace said, ^ Like 
Lord Sandyfofd, I, too, hare remariLed, that be- 
neath his simplicity, he has not only the slyness 
of a fox, bat the ambition of an ancient person- 
age, too shocking to be named to ears piAte.^ 

<^ Sometimes,^ interposed the Countess, ^^ it 
has occurred to me, when I hare dbsenred the 
indifference widi which he rqpurded our female 
firiends, that he had formed some secret attach- 
ment. 

<^ Your La^ship,^ cried the Dudiess, ^ has 
hit the right mark. I do now remember some* 
thing of the sort ; and the wisard of a creature 
had the power not only to make me his confidante, 
but by some irresistiUe spell to constrain me to 
become his advocate. I do not well recollect what 
ensued, or hew the matter ended ; but I have at 
this moment in my mind's eye a beautiful Scottish 
girl, at one of my assemblies, leaning on the arm 
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of an; old maiden-aunt, who had a neck like a 
Imndte of bamboo-cahes. I forget their names^ 
and all other dbrcomstances-— Bless me ! what a 
memory I have !— But Wylie was up to the ears 
in love with the niece-<«*I think he said from child- 
hold. We must put him to the question on the 
subject." 

While her Grace was thus rattling away with 
her wonted good humour, the Earl and Countess 
exchanged expressive glances. Neither of them 
were inclined to explain before the Duchess what 
was passing in their minds ; but when she had 
retired, his Lordship exclaimed, ^' The Duchess 
of Dashingwell is certainly as ammt a chattel, as 
ever ccmstituted any part of household furniture. 
But a bright flake or two of observation fell firom 
her in this last shower of talk, that has thrown 
some new light on Wylie^s conduct. If it be 
true that he was in love some years ago, I would 
bet ten to one we shall discover some equally wise 
and romantic motive at the bottom of the princi> 
pies, by which he has been so long and so con«* 
standy actuated. But we must treat him warily .'^ 

While our hero was thus the subject of conver* 



*f 



102 CHAPTEE XII. 

sation, he was nmounoed; and after die first fialu- 
tadoiifi were oTer, and while he was adimrmg the 
injEmt in the htp of its mother^ the Earl 'said to 
him, ^^ Wylie, wiHyou hare koj objecti6n to stand 
godfittim to die fittle Mow r 

" I doubt;^ replied Andrew, ^ it^a no in my 
power. I am no sure of the nature of god&thers 
and godmodiers. But ye should^ think that I 
thereby caat. any refle^^on eidier on lliem or the 
other prdatic doxies of the Engiish* But though 
I cannot accept the great honour your Lwdship 
lias pttipounded^ gude fi»i^Te me if I say, that 
sponsors are forbidden in the ten commands.^ - 

The Earl looked and smiled to Lady Sandy- 
ford, and then said, in his most generous manner, 
" This rigid principle teaches me to respect you 
more than^ ever ; and I liow suspect^ Wylie, that 
the' state of self-denial in which yon live has its 
foundation in some nobler motive than I havd yet 
been able to discover. I have never heard yoti 
-speak of your family, nor have you once asked 
my interest in behalf of any friend:'* l.f 

Andrew blushed slightly at this remark, and E«id, 
" I have no fjiiends to fash your Lordship about.** 



It 
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^^ Bat,^ resomed tbc Eanl, in li ffKfet tme, 
^^ the Xkichesft of Dadiing^ell, wko 'vms het^e this 
mommigy Ims been: t^ing' us, ihst she xeooUeetB 
somtything ef your hang in loTe se^mal years 
agd. 

The em&sioti wkh wMdi our hen> looked, lieft 
no doufaii in the nindof the Earl of the &ct ; and 
he W9» on the point of sayiig in banter^ ^^ Hsr^ 
you been slighted F' wh^,8a<^nly recollecting 
the hun^y q£ the condition frcnn which he had 
hifiosdtf msed' him, he cheeked Ae levity of his 
maxaati and said affectiiaiately, ^^ If thcte are 
any dTcomittaueeb- iA your attaclunent that our 
inflneDee can iaapro^e or change, why do you ncM: 
exjdain yourself? Lady Sandyf<»d and mysetf 
owe you a debt whieh we can never adequately 
lepay^. You idiould add Me your eniier kindnesi^, 
diefavomr of letting us know ib what msamst we 
can ebntdhute to your happiness.^ 

Our hero felt that he had ndw at last attained 

die sunmnt^ for whidi he had so lonlg and so pep- 

^severipgly stmggledi Without hereditary coii* 

nesdoBs-^withotit the advantages of educatimH^ 

and without the possession of any of that splen^ 
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dour of tdbnty which k deemed so esseirtU: to 
BueoesB in the p^tfa of honounUe distnictkm, he 
had acquired > degree gfpersoiudcopfleyi a ice that 
pkced him <hi a levdi with Maiy Canaingbaia ; 
and for the first time, not only to aoy ficiend^biit 
also to himsdtf, cBd he avow the foice €£ that at* 
tedimenty which, in the earnest pumut of the 
means to indulge and to dignify^ he had scarcely 
allowed himself to cherish, even while it oonatitDi^ 
ted the jactiiating principle of his hfe. Lord and 
Lady Sandyford admired the delicacy with wbidi 
he admawlfidgedthe secret modveof his prefinwoe 
for the sodety of the elegant and the noUe, when he 
describedthe lowlinessof his own originalcondition^ 
contrasted mik the rank of Uie Craiglttid ftmily. 
^^ But now,^ said he, ^' if you will complete thework, 
which, unknown to yoursdves, you hare patro- 
nized so long, I would fiun b^ of you to lend 
your countenance to gain for me some portion of 
that consideration anMNDg my old fiirads, which 
neither money nor aaanners can command. In 
diort, my Lord and Leddy, by ^ blessnag o^ 
Hearen, through your instrumentality, I am now 
in a condition to make proposals to Miss Cun- 
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B%^afll ;: bat sl^ belongs to an ancwiit fisonily, 
and Mforelumd I wouM like to satufy both her 
and her fricsids, thi^ I do not presume altogether 
on the weig^ of my pmse, to think mysctf no 
dnparagemait to their pride and antiquity. But 
thexeV another thmg— 'It^s no my design to make 
any pr(qK>6als to her, if I think that either the 
worid^s pdf or patronage would Biooe rule her to 
aoeeptme.^ 

^' That,"" said the Earl, '< is really carrying 
your refinement a little too far* How are you. to 
discoTer that die is to be won by any purer in- 
floenoe ? Have you any reason to believe that the 
attachment is mutual ?"* 

^^ ni no be so self-conceited as to say,^ replied 
WyKe ; ^^ but we have had some oolleaguii^ to^ 
gether, which, if remembered in the spirit of kind- 
ness, win be quite sattsfiictory to me.^ 

And he then recounted those incidents of his 

eaody history which we hare so drcuontantiaUy 

idescribed ; bat with so much moie wit and ho- 

Imour, that both his Lordship and the Countess 

were ready to esEpire with laughter ; and declared, 

eS 
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that, ar 99m.mil4Kd Ctmtdagtaa "wu chmtened, 
they woidd acoonapaiiy huntv Scodmd, for the 
express purpose of bemg intMdaoed to the wor- 
thies of the Cndglands and Stoneyhoha* 



■T' 
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I 



CHAPTER Xril. 



INTENTIONS. 



The Comitegs of SaEndyford^ aftdT^the impovt- 
a^^t disdibsiire deseribed: in llie pnecedhig Chapter, 
xeflectedwith a& anadety to which gratkude lentu 
seittii&aitof^fiection^on^veryiiieaiistofadfitatethe 
attaimnentafoarhero^aofajidct. And among odielrfi, 
it oecurred to her, that if a Baronetcy could be pr»- 
ciued^ £)r Bim, it w^nld give a stwnp and pettna- 
nency to his dcifiitaoii, that could not &il: to-prd- 
dxxeeng6e$^ e 0S MM cn ^he heredittay pc^ndieesof the 
Cunninghams. But there vere in this many diffi- 
cultielr; foi( the delictfksj^tfaiE^EttV with ri»^ 
to pditifal&voviTs^.woidd'not alldw faisi'to saow 
in the biuiDMs^;>'fih6^ei^^c»>liBaa»d tftat'il mi^ 
indteefaim- to ititaidieti'hee>HfrQnL sedki]^ the 
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honour thmugli any other channel, althdu^ thAt 
of her father presented one easy and obTkniB, 4BtBl 
so great was her solicitude on this subject, that 
she could not help sirring one day, as they were 
.talking together of thar intended jouniey to Soot- 
land, ^* I think it would be a gieat feather in 
Wylie^s cap, if my father would only take it into 
his head to obtain for him a baronetcy.'^ 

^^ That I have no doubt his Lordship wffl do, 
on the sUgfatest hint, were Wylie once provided 
with an adequate estate ; it would undbubtecyiy 
be of consequence to him as a lover.^ 

^^ I have a great ndnd to speidc to ttty firthw. 
Do you think I may do so ?^ said die Count^Ssa, 
shrewdly.  

'< O, yes,"" exclaimed the Earl, '^ FH spedc to 
him myself ; for, as I am now done with all poli- 
tical questi^is, I feel no impropriety en the tab- 
ject.'' 

His Lordc^ then esptakied to her, that, iii 
consequaace of Wylie^s advice, he had reiKdvled^te 
devote his Ms to promote the happiiKss and pros- 
perity <^his own tenantry, as ^e best way olW- 
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.Wig.li|a oountry ; being fiitty amviaoed, that, iU 
A«Sigh perhaps aUe to make scmd %i]re in pub- 
tic Ufi»> he was not fit to take any commtfiding 
•tflioB, and a suboiclinate neither his rank nor his 
|b(^kig9 wouU aHow him to accept. The Gqunt- 
esS) who bad dso been taught by experience, that 
lie was iidieed too eag^ and sensitive to bear those 
quips and sconiB of the time,' to which statesmen 
aoe^^osed, considered tiie part which Wylie had 
t^bai in prf^notii^ this judicious determination, 
as not onc^ of the least oUigations which he had 
hiid them under. And she said, ^^ I wish diat you 
could persuade him to make a purchase in our 
Bfli^bourliood Caade-Rooksborough is stQl for 
sale. It has many claims on our rfmembranoe. 
Thiane I perfermad the first purely benevolent ac- 
tion of my life-^-in taking the child of the un- 
liqpi^ Ferrers imder my protection; andfiromihat 
day, and on that spot, began the series of events, 
which, however troubled at first, have farouj^t us 
jiuob mutual hi^iness.^ 
: The Earl unbraced h^ with emotion, and said, 
^ A is a i^acd I shall ever love, and it will grow 

10 
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8tfll m^te'deftf td m< tf yrecan ioAnjoe^m^kmA 
€0 tsdc« up bis ie«idfeaee diere ; for I mefpef^iiM 
"WieM'ht mttried to Misft Cunaiiigluutt, he w31 nbt 
long remidn n Londoner. I {etity hoire^er, lAai 
he wiH ptefer Scotibnd. But kt tis inidce die 
ttM.'^ 

Acconfingly, tibe Ijgarl, soon afteir Att'oonvdMH^ 
don, spok6 to out hero, and tn^^ed him lo buy 
Casd^-Rooksborongh. ^< If you hftve not money 
enough,* said his Loidship, ^^ ais my incmnhnmees 
flre now nei^rly psid^ off, it mi^f be ettaHj nm^ 
nageA*' i 

The iBind of obr het^ had nevarlKnttmpbMed > 

any acquisition so magnificat ' In the moB^ san^ 
guin^ of hisr reverieiy, lie had* nev«r looked mucii 
beyond tB^ ^gnity of ati 'oidinaary^ Ayrehiife hM; 
and in reply to i9ie Ea^ly he said; "' I'm fhinli^ 
my Lord,' that 3«e gite me cfedit^ 'for higher pt^ * 
teitei6nff'than I ervir'ettt&rtfldned; and I hanreaL 
ready^ptmided myself iridl a bit 'ground ^in iht 
North. The late Laird o^ Wylie gaed last y^6m: 
a^ to pigb^imdirldstlesi^ and the property being for 
saie^ I directed ikn acquaintautce in Edinbiiigl^ 
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Mft'fHl'^epef, "WWla m Hd^rodttt^ iheteij to rfttted- 
tliiMDtip, by dhe whibll/irts %e irtit^s me tMs^mom. 
ing',' 1 am iHrr*aife>WfHe rflJiat flk.^ 
** Brt,*'saM theEitfl; \«ittt*f^^ 
pobimetttj « ^dtf IttiAy bu3r'Casefo.]!i()Ok«btRrough' 

^ Ifl'far fttom my haHtK,"' Was the reply. 

•* Thea'FH tellyoti what, asrist me to raise the 
ihottcyj' and nl buy Castle^ftobksbbrough; The 
price' win riot rcdttee my income* hatf so low te it' 

Wittf whew I first tetfred to Cihasttegton-hall. I 

 

haVehadno mefltnir of gratiiyirig Lady Sandyfbrd' 
in any Vish beftre^ and she has taiken a fancy to 
diat place; bat she', would* be content were you 
the purchaser. Perhaps, if you prove a thriring 
wooer, we might get you, in nieighbourlin6s», to 
reside occasionally there.** - 

()ur hero, wheil the Earl adverted to the efifect 
which the purchase would have on hiis' own fa- 
come, made a slight convuMv^ movement, for he 
perceived tbat Bis Lordstep* had resolved to buy 
lihe etetate, not* so much 'tb gratify the CounteSs; 
as with a vlew'ofj^vingit to him ; but he tookno 
nolfce'ofwhfttiie suspected, obsetirihg Onfy; thatr 
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no doubt, his Loidahip nuglit now easily rmab the 
numey ; adding, however, in a way which conrineed 
the Earl that his intention was discovered, ^ Nor,* 
my Lord, will it be any great loss, for therentalof 
Castle-Booksborough will no make the bargain all 
dead loss. I will, however, be plain with your 
Lordship. Within myself I feel that were the 
object of my ambition attained, or found impos- 
sible to gain, I shall then have but small cause to 
continue in this part of the country^ for I have 
ever looked to taking my rest among the scenes 
of my young days; for still, in my thought, the 
mornings there are brighter than those I have 
seen in any other place— die evenings &r grand* 
er, and the nights thicker set with stars. It is 
but a boy^s fancy ; but to me, in all my prospe- 
rity, it has been like the shepherd'^s clothes of the 
honest man that was made a vizier, as I have 
read in a book, called the Pleasing Instructor. I 
have treasured it in my heart, where others hoard 
their dearest wishes, and I could never part with 
it now, without forgetting myself. However, come 
what come may out of our journey to Scotlaiid, 
ril pay your Itordship a yearly visitation, just 
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an it W€xe for no uiore tjiaii to keep me in remem- 
brimce of the humble state from which you have^ 
raised me.!" 

Lord Sandyford was so much affected hy the 
sensibility with which this was said, that he press*- 
ed the hand of Wylie, and retired without speak- 
ing. 
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CSAPTER XIV. 



THE BAEONETCY. 



In the meantiiuey the Countess, intent to pro- 
cure the honour of a baronetcy for her fiiend, had 
been dosetted with her father, the Marquis, on the 
subject. She was well aware of his Lordship^s pe- 
culiarities ; and knew that if she immediately re- 
quested him to ask the title, he would, in all pro* 
bability, have raised many objections, and proba^- 
bly in the end refiised. A woman of address, and 
now awakened to the consciousness of all her as- 
cendant faculties, she attacked his Lordship in the 
most effectual manner. Before broaching the sub- 
ject, she inquired how her brother, Lord Rivers- 
dale seemed to feel under the honours of the Pear- 
age ; and when her father assured her that he 
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pronBM^ to-be agreiit ac»M8ion4;o theiidinisterial 
pfatianx^' aMbeugh lie had not Hxaoc taken any pr^ 
minent part in deUt^rsdie abserred^ tliair tb^ 
were att undler iSdk ^gv^alest oUigatixnis to*Mr 
WyHe. 

'' Yes,"* replied the old Pe^ % '' in^hm Oie m^ 
nsBfeer 4^ me I hanne dmlm a ii^ipitair pcitet :tat 
his shretrdaesa m ominntteeB ia worth:aBdw>nonjr 
tahita of the detiattm.'' 

'* I shmdd niot be siipwed were th»'M 
detadi him from your I»ordidiip asA make' him hit 
^-srsLy said die* Coii»t08& . 

^^ That is not likely,^ answered the' Mtt^uia dP 
AYoi^idfe'r ^, for he knoins, that^by beiii'g-my 
meaMber, Mrf Wyliofiii aa dfectualfy ^tas ovhiaa if 
he were returned en '« puee: Tiitaaiuy iBOtexeBt^ 

^^ I cannot even* tSSe^ te contnaT^rf yeift LevA- 
s&ipVopiiiion^oii such sttb|ects^'^ saidilieCatnitesB) 
^^ but it occn]:«S':to ma dtat dtermmatcan^af thejraei 
ae high a yahie bii him, will iii«u]»lly be desffoua 
to attach h^n^exclSaii^ely'to themiidms; mil 
ahchiid not be;»Krpffis6d-weQtmtbey to dkarai hiitl 
into^llidtrfiinte \vf fthe«offi»t»ef a fanrtodb^,'' . 
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I do not siippoie,^ t«^ied the. Miwpni; 
tlioiiglitfiilly, ^< that WyMe csn already >o]^iect to 
be raked so sooii to that rank.^ 

*< It is impossiUe^^ ngoined tiie CeantMs, f^im 
say what are the expectations of ambilioias men ; 
aM irhen we reflect on the Ustofy of WyMt, it is 
not to be dkpiited that he is adibitioiis^ froM whati 
ever camse the pasaon may have spnmg.^ 

^^ You surprise me, Augusta^^^ said her ftliMr ; 
*^ it would be a most ungratefid thing w«re'Wy. 
lie to tluow the weight of his great tdents inib 
any other scale. He surdy eanxiot liNrget what i 
have done for him.* 

" True,'' relied die Countess; "I *> «wt 
think he wifi forget l&at ; but then he may pbie^ 
opposite to your favours-— observe^ faoW^er^ mj^ 
Lord, that I do not mysdf think so— 4ie ma^place 
opposite to iihan the oUigaticms he ecntferredral 
brix^ing about my re-unioii widi Sandyfoad, and: 
especially in the address by which he made a pMu: 
selyte of my Itfother Riversdale. PeAaps, %lier<»^ 
fore, it might be as weQ-^probably your LoidsUy^ 
has already formed some plan on the sutgect— to 
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nose him at onoe above the efects of nunkterial 
iaflneiifl^ by procimag him a beronelcy.^ 

^^ Certa]idy» IsAf Seodyfoid, I did think acme 
time or another of luni^ my influents foar diat pur* 
pose, but n0fe exactly in the eoime of the first ses- 
si<m of hie pailiameiitary career. B^t cemj^ering 
the sensation.he has produced in the highest qmr'^ 
ter» I do mot think it would be a bad stfoke of po» 
licy were I at once to riyet him to me for ever, by 
ohlMM&g fi>r him a barmetiry.^ 

/^ It woidd,"* replied the Comi(e8s> '* induce 
the w^rld, and particularly poUtieal men^ to won* 
der.moie and moxe at the gi^t efficacy of yonr 
Lordship^s predominant influence. Belddes, I 
should like, ahoive all thij^ ^ have i( in my 
ppw w to addbess Mr Wylie by the titlft of $ir An* 
draw ; fof yen are aware, my Lord| that although 
youradf and Sandyfiird haii« most honoipraUiy re* 
warded his heart&lt friendship to us, that as y^ I 
hare had no means of shewing han any gratitude ; 
and, therefore^ were it at all.consistepit with yom 
IiardeUpV puUic visirs to procure a banmetcy jToi:. 
him, I would ask it as a favour to myseli"^ 
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*^ Jteifiy, Augusta, your mx m veiy oemiAeat^ 
ate, that X ahoold aliaoM ]^^4«^rt^ to gcatify jum 
in thi%«9en wete die policy of tt^riSunily in some 
dagiM iippeeed t» it. BiU smng the Gkeiihoodcf 
tll»>ttiwbrter& trying to ealik our little filiend en* 
Ipd^ ta theOMdyes, I eamiot serve ny pubfie and 
piiwite interests better then by taking measures 
to- oblahi tut Wylie the fatJi io whieh you aU 
lode.'' 

The same day the Maiquw sent for ^ Charles 
Runttington on the sulject, and instamted him to 
proceed in the pK^^er mamer to ebitain the consent 
in the praper quarter to ar baronetcy fer our here. 

^ Oharles, as we have long ago stated, was a 
dtplonatic charaot^ in the interest of the Mar-* 
quis ; and in the most i^ct sequence to his in- 
si ig adfoi iB, he proceeded,. ^sUtep by stqp, to agitate 
the question, and to solkit the hcmour. tp this 
Immess lie had ooc9sion to ask an au£enceof the 
Pifemier ; .and on stalmg the object of his visit, 
ilMit' greet man said at once, promptly, '^ Is it pos- 
liMe, Sb^ Ohaiies, l^^t Mr Wylie lunttelf can de^ 
sire such a tlmig ?^ 
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^^ It wiH doi4^ss be gnrtilyiiig him to owtdm 
the honour,^ sepiied Sir CfaadeS) ^th « simper, 
meant to be espifwA^fe, 

^^ \ffry well^ he dhaU have it^T exflaimed the 
Minister ; ^^ but I thought a man of fai» ^x»ae 
would never have aspired to any empty title ; but, 
nevertheless, he shall have it. I always feel a par- 
ticular gratification in obliging my noble friend 
the Marquis of Avonedde ; indeed his Lordship^s 
claims on govemm^it are of the first dass, and it 
is not so much my desire, as it is my duty, to satis- 
fy all his reasonable wishes.*" 

Sir Charles was delighted with the success of 
this his only successful mission ; and the Marquis 
felt singularly obliged that the request was con- 
ceded, not only on accoimt of his own puUic ser- 
vices, but in so handsome a manner, that the Mi- 
nister had never once inquired whether his protegee 
was in possession of an adequate estate to uphold 
the dignity of the honour. Thus, to the surprise 
of our hero, and of all his friends but those in the 
secret, he was, on the following Saturday night, 
gazetted a Baronet, by the style and title of Sir 
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Andrew Wylie, Baronet, of WyEe, wUch, for 
the benefit of our EngHsh readers, we should 
add, is, in the good l^al language of die North, 
Sir Andrew Wylie, Baronet, of that Ilk, or of 
thesamei 
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<:HAPTEa XV. 



THE KETU»N. 



When the neoessaiy piPeliimnarks were tat^" 
ged for the jouni^ to Soothmd, the Earl and 
Countete, with Sir Abdr^w, set off in the same 
carriage. It Was the intention of Lord and Lady 
SandyJFoid to vifiit Sir Archibald and Lady Mar- 
garet Maybole at their seat of Auchinward, in A)rr-« 
shire, ostensibly in fiilfilment of a promise which 
the Countess had long made to bar Ladyship, who 
had been one of her mother^s most particular and 
esteemed Mends ; but really, as the iEkrl said, to 
make from thftt stroi^^-hold of generous fedings 
and sfections^ ittpiink on the pDide attd ptejudioea 
of the Cn^^hmda. 

"We shall not trouble our readers with any «c- 
oovnt of thdv joaxney, whidi was perfiinned with 
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all convenient expedition till the travellens reacb- 
ed Kilmarnock, where they separated-^-theEadaad 
Countess proceeding to AuchinwanL Sir Andrew 
lingered some time at the inn, in order to thro^ 
his arrival at Stoneyholm late in the evenii^, and 
partly to inspect thei xe-edificadon of the town, 
which had been accomplished during his absence 
from Scotland ;. and as be walked from Biian^s Inn 
to the Cross, he felt something like sorrow to see 

tbt^ ih^ fh(^ wio^ ^ n^m^ of ih^ nifoe^ 
wives used lo adom im the Fw diqrs, when heM^ 
mii0d the Uimi m eompmj wMb dmhi^ Vimh 
teiR, wa9 0b£l^i«fied ; » qpiac^ai^ mi h^Bdmne 
alrcMH; imifered it cKffindt te teo^gm^ tbe dd 
hoiifles wb«^ fiiOl raofudoed m the ii^l^^ 
Thi»iminfov»Qentsapp»ired tphw Hbe the <^iMge« 
prodttfied hy tuae wd i^rn^ m the &6» of M 
eariy fites^ when seeft aft» w inte^id «f miiijr 
years; and aUhough tfaey bore tes&Moy tcr Ae 
ptoiiMdtgr of bk natiTe ]m^ib«y wer&y«t» tn Ui 
IbdiiBga,, bni as ^kgabtiumea fireeted omr Aeni* 
mains of andent simplicity, and tbeTOQCia&lUHtt* 
aMra e£ Ae oUca lane. 

H»iiigrciiyr»cdtfttlleiatt,ht<irto 
for Kilwinning, as he intended to walk finm dience 
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to StCHMfyholm. Why he should not at once have 
inrooeeded to hk grandmother^ would requize more 
foetaphysics to explain than the reader who stiaads 
iirneed of an e:i^)laaationGouId comprehend* Pos- 
aiidyit may have originated in some widbt to con« 
taa^^ate at Idbfure the scenes of his youth, or to 
Wj/Bf iijm bafany firedbness of the summer evening, 
«f in some tok^ of humility or siknt exprescooH 
4Nf thflricftdnees fia* the haj^y areiimstances in 
whiob he had been penx^ted to return ; or per* 
hi^pl^ firem a sesliment ^alfection towiofds lessfer^- 
tuMle liiendB, he wa&l an^efse to obtmde upon thdfr 
vtuwany indicadoB of the proqperky which had 
nx&wBbd him adventuares. Be this, however, as U 
aaiy, he pseeeeded to Eiiwimiing% 

It Uraa a heautifid evenk^ ; the son get in all 
faia gkdry beyond the hi&s of Arfim ; and tibe peak 
andsumnnt&of Gealfidd, oovered with li iSne amal 
ha^^^glOMd^ aiilwtee,^wilhanix^esBalpxindpie 
olq^eHdoar* Thai sea in the Bay of Ayr lay I3ce 
niolltfft pM, Md Ailaa Mse empurptedin the dia* 
tanotf Mice a maguficent amethyst ; whale the 
whide omM, fimn the tew^^s of Cidaen to die 
fmmmMff ofiHrdAmim, glilteved widi towns and 
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viDi^eS) and the seats of many, whO) Mki$ -omr 
hero, 'had returned home to enjoy the Ihiiftft tif 
their prosperous adventures. 

Every thing in the spaciotK view was calcult^ 
ted to cahn the mind and expand the feelings. 
The summer was clothed in her ridiest*va?dure of 
luxuriant fields and leafy boughs ; the streamlets 
flowed in clearer currents ; and die colours of the 
broom and the daisy were uiiwontecBy bright ; the 
birds in 'the hedg&^rows seemed rather to hold a 
.gentle and faarm<»iiou8 interchange <£ oci^ua^nM 
notes^ 1;faan to indu^ in tbeir^o^ peculiar songs ; 
even the crows, as Aey made way to the rooky 
woods, hovered in their flight, as if Aey partook 
of the general composure of all imtoie ; ^and the 
angler, returning hoine, lingered in his- path, and 
frequently paused to admire the flidcei^ of flee^ 
gold that floated over the setting sun. 
' There are but two situations in which die ad- 
venturer, returning home, can duly i^pteciiite'the 
delighlftll influences ^f sudi an hour of hcdiseas, 
and beauiy, and rest.' The one, when heia^^et^ 
treatiiig from an unsuceessftd cMtest wMi^aMnie 
— ^when bidied and mortified by the ^fleets either 
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6f hk- int^prtty or of faU fiiendlesfiaiesB) heabon- 
ioMthe struggle, and xetiieB to hk nati?^ shadefi 
as to the embraces of a par^t, to be luUfjdl^the 
immda that wese dear to his childhood^ and which 
he fondly hapes will appeaafi^his sorrpwQ, and sootfr 
him asleep' fosever ; — the other, when^ like our 
hero, eoBseious of having achieTed the ofcgeet of 
his endteavdursj, he cornea with an Itonc^l pnd^ to 
enjoy that* isupaietity oyer his early companioms 
which, after all the glosses that may be put iqpo^ 
the t&^&agi is really the only reward of aa advenr 
turous qsiiit. Both pnampt to the same conduct^ 
but the maimed^ and the luckless, and the hua^ 
iiatod, filiriBk from the view,- shiyeiipg with gritf 
B» they remcanber the thi^k and blushkig {M'^pises 
of their apiBig, and contrast tl|em;^tb the sear and 
ydlowleaf of their withered 9fA fruitless autumn. 
By the time Sir i&idfew reached Kilwinning, 
the village fires and the stars wane shining out; 
and Ae foil moon, which had iss^i over the sh^ 
dowy masses of the woods of £glinton,.1^ted the 
leaves of the hedges, and the ripplings of the 6 ar** 
9iOck water with a ffickerii^ and ai\&y light. 
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Our heio, as he walked to Ston^hdbntr >9eo^- 
BMd e?a7 step of dieioad whieh he had ft^^ften 
trailed ; but it seemed to him that all ildiig!^ m 
he oppioaehed <he hamlet, had become muBlet 
and BManer; the trees appeased stunted, the hedgeiii 
mare rode and iiregular, and the distttiee between 
eaeh wdl«knovn obfeet gteatfy abiid^ied. 

He passed several cottages, widi Ab bAM^ 
wts ei vhieh lie had fomerly been intimate, ImHir 
IMnge Testrionl pcierented Imn firom entetb^ mof 
ei them. The tun^ike house had beim one of 
his tmnmte haunts, ai^ he had made up Ma 
tnmd to go in ; but before tapping at the door, W 
glanced in at the windov, and saw^ assenribled 
round the fire, a numerous family, ce»nprdhending 
a manber from all the seven ages of man, but not 
one fece of an old aequamtanee. 

The trust of tlie gate was now in the hamls of 
stirangers, mi this mutation made him ftdi a ^ 
appointment, gentle of its hind, but melancholy > 
and he went finrward in Ae dark shadow <^^^ 
hedges, pondering oh a thousand fittle indden^ 
that had long dept in his remembrance, hut whi^ 
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iiitm^iiXiM and ^ndeftted ob}ect8 in the dhroudy 
pdMM bf lilt moonlight, recalled as with the mA* 
M»s and flolenmity of cburchryaard reeollecti<m«F. 

' At It tma of the iroad, where the hedge on the 
one flidd tetminated, and the river was seen open 
and gfittering, as it murmured in its shallow and 
pebUy ehmmel, he ohtwned the first view of 
Stoac^holm, beyond which the groves of the Graig^ 
h&da lay daric and massive ; several lights shew* 
ed; where the mansionJioase stood; and the tdl 
white chimnies above Ihe trees, appeared to him 
like the sttls of a vessel that lay tsFunk in deep and 
silfeskt meters. ' . ... 

But the grave tiad pennve mood in whidi he 
llius approached his early home, he was soon sensi^ 
He oi^lfat not to be indulged; aaid makings an eflbrt 
to quidEen his step and lighten his iipirit;, he iraUt* 
ed ttriddy Co the door of his grandmother^s cot* 
tage. Hife ial«nti<m was to enter suddenly, lo en*« 
j|<^ the erclamations of her joyous a mprise ; bat in 
paash^ the window towards the door, he heaspd 
aeme one within speaking, and paused irrestdute ; 
be'Hatened, and thought that the accents of the 
voice were familiar: they recalled to his mind^ 
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with thedistiiictness of ipore than paintiiig, all the^ 
moot remarkable passages of his boyish years ;<— 
the amusements l^e had enjoyed with co^ipanions, 
dead, or scutitered) or chained by fortune to rustic 
drudgery ; even the image of poor Maggy, the 
magpie, came up in the visions o£ ^t dream of 
fynd remembrance ; and trains of fedinga and as- 
sociations were awakened, th^t filled his eyes with, 
t^ani ; ^r the voic^ was that o^ the worthy Ta^y- 
kill, then sii^ting w^^ his gra9dnv>^er, pemiiigfg & 
letter to himself, in which she earnestly entreat^ 
now tliat he was become a great and grand vom^ 
to let her see him before she died. With a meny 
hand, and a^ bei^ting heart, he tirled at; the pia ; 
and a^ the schoolmaster admittcid bimj^^ he went^ 
forward into the light before (dd Martha was. 
awar^. But we leaye the reader tQ imagine what 
ensued, while we refirap, in reyere^ce, from pre^ 
npaiiag to describe the joy «nd the pety qf thait 
hi^wedsc^qe^ 
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GHAPTER XYI. 



THE CHUBCH, 



The next day bemg Sunday^ Sir Andrew took 
an early widk in his fonner favourite haimta, 
among the woods of die Craiglands, and letumed 
to his grandmother'^s cottage without having met 
any of his early Mends. While they were at 
hreakfinty which oownsted of the same fanmety 
ftre liiat he had been accustomed to in his yontlr, 
the master called fer the purpose of inviting him 
to watte to church with bim. That modest and 
gentle being still seemed to r^avd him as the 
same curious boy that he had so long before known 
him; nor was there any thing in the demeanour 
of our herO) during the interview dP the preceding 
evenings to make.' him suspect that riches and he^ 
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noors had in ai:^ht dhniged the sbnp&i^ of hk 
origiiud eharactmr. 

Sir Aaitewj howeTer, dedBmed the invitatiDiL 
'' I canna gae m^ you the day, Mastetv"" aaidlwv 
^'tor graxmie will expect me to deakirf hex, aoid 
aiUins to carry he» big Tefllamiut, mcicidj tkd 
in a napkin, under my oxter.^ 

There was a little waggery in die manner in 
which this was expressed^ but of so modeeate.s 
kind, that it n^ght hftve passed fiir sfauMiity. He 
had, indeed, resolved in hie own mind te xenme 

his former fiunilisri^, as weD as the Imiadaooait^lf 
his boyish dialeet i not that the latter requned 
any efert, finr he had earefiiUy and eonatantigr 
pvescwed it, but he had uneonsciouaty udojpted a 
few terms and phrases purely EngKA ; mid In 
the necessity of speaking intdligiUy to hta cKcnts 
and fesUonaUe friends, had habitnally a a yiroJ^ 
widmut any of tiie SoothcRi tane, oonsitedUe 
puinty ef language. The eharaetefistie Mm m atJ tfi 
hk grandmother, however^ set lim mattsr at irnau: 
'' No,^ relied Martha, '< though 111 hao^jMt 
pride and pleasoie in seei^ you^ AnbewvwaHsi^ 
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ing itkyTffd&io fo the home of Him ibat lii&pi9»<: 
aenned you in the hollov of bis hncU aiid in thft 
aiBEte' of hia gaerment, as the die^Mipd. tenderly 
dBML tlie Upkgs Imh, I maumui fixget tkat 
yihe aoo a-^man whom the Hjh^ delightefl to ho« 
mnTf aaditbat it% baifth my part as a liq|e^and a 
A^MPif^Mij no to leqnite ony ^^wig at yoav hands 
diaftv'vaBid wiHliirfn the fikToor of Proridoice 
w haiMwMt .yan have been Uessed, and saiaed into 
Aa ligbt.that shines on high phoes."' 

:?Sv: Andieir h)oIied at the worAy mastery whose 
eym inere siiflBued with, del^t at this expcess&on 
of a nioiis and vcnemULe hnmilhy ;.and in th0 
aaaaa aaoBttent» he reaefrcnn his seat, andwalksA 
t» tfae.door, to eoneealtheseqpensnre i^mpalby o£ 
his own emotion*^ 

ila it wna sossi known in the villager that our 
heeo had some to ^nsit-his gMsdmothery before 
tlm faatt bsgan to a^g.many of die inhabilant# 
ware ansfiinHml in the churdiyaidy and when 
he wasssen oemiag ahmg ^ path, witb Mar« 
dmtm his sight, and the master on his left, a 
faniB, and immmg ftrwaid among the ^eetaimi^ 
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•bewed the iaterest hia aimaL had exoted.. . liie 
M peqple obflorved, with a lively isenaimmtrof 
kindiHWH towaids faim» that he was diessed amdi 
m th&Bame a^Ie.as when he le& them; bat thiey 
became diffident and baafafbl as he afpamtb^d^ 
and.soiBe of the faimar lada^ vrha had been. 'at 
school with him, veapedfiiUy took off tl^ir hats. 
The innocent Tannyhill smikd as he-.iooked 
aiioundf and felt as if he was partifipatiiig>in>die 
honours of a triumph* But Sir Andrcw^hhoself 
appeared mote sedatdy cheerfid, and shook hands 
heartily with all his oldacquaintanoey and to those 
who possessed any peculiarity of humour, he said 
something blithe and. appropriate, wfaidi shewed 
how perfectly .he lemembered them all. Amofi|^ 
others, he recognised old Thomas Steek, the 
ttaLoTf Icjuiing on bis crutdi, and «aid to him, 
V.Ye s^ tbe^ Loaonees ha^Ba heen able to ,put 
me in a better.fafiiuou than you and dqqiing Jodk 
did," 

. On reachi|]g the church dooTf where Mr Osnpe- 
l^ant, the elder, a tall» pale, grsyJuured joaauy widi 
9 CK^ed hat, a white three-tier wig^ and a blue 



^doaky Wig staiidbig at the brod^ he paused for a 
;nioiiienl, «&d allowed the master audi his grand- 
mother to pass on before him. The cmwd, espe- 
,eially the aohod^boys, had feltowed dose at his 
}^$xk^ in. the escpectatiofi of seang him deposit 
; soroe liberal' donatifln to the JMxnr. Th^ reck<m- 
.ed.on mtlEing less dian a bandfbl of' gold, and it 

at first aj^aiedthat he bad ' some intentbn of 
^ipeaUznig ^heir expeetetion ; but he checked him- 

mM, and instead of throiring an^ thing into the 
./^^Atey gaTe the elder a slip of paper, to be; sent up 
-tQ the precentor,, and simply sud to him, ^* Mr 

CpYOiaat, Fm no just so wdd prepared at this 

moment to do what I ought, so yell come to me 
. the mom''s morning betimes, when I can better 
. testify my thankAilness for beii^ restored in safe- 

ty among you C* and in saying these words, he 
.walked dioijightfuUy to thfe pew where his grand- 

mot||ik^ sat, and took his old place at her side. 

The church was unusually axiwded, and all 
.ey€«, till the mimatar entered the pulpit, were 
' tnni^ . towairds bim, as he sat looking on the 

o^tacting-bofrd, and traeing his still uniMterated 

initials, and the outlines of birds and houses, 
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whtd^ialliehagoorqfMrDiMadBtfs diH^ ^ 
be had fomMdiy iiwcrifaed with a fin^ to tlM'goHt 
diipleaiiixe of his grandmolher* 

When Mi Bymiagton, irlio liad nooeadlpd Br 
Dwaded in the minittiy, after tlie Dooior'a edU 
to the hetler atapand rf RnimocHiiiBej.iote toffwe 
OQtthePflahn, Sir Andxear^ startled Igr tba aomd 
of 'the new voieey was ioaied:fiaMQ his leTem^and 
ftll finr a monent as if all tbe huidantaof Us MAh 
Scorn the tnae he had lait sat in the dbnudi, meee 
the isipalpaUe fiaicies of one of his pmtkiiil 
dwana; and ihia fading, when. tiie TcaataUe di* 
vine aead ant the tao firtt linaa of the Ihiitiedi 
Psabn, 

^' Lord^ I will lihee extc^ for thou 
Hast lifted me on high/ 

one of lihoee which he had repeated to Marjr Cun- 
ninghawij made liAa involuntarily t«m hia eye up 
towazds Ae LaDnTs loft^.where it again met fiir a 
moaoeat the lame fan^ht and smiling orb^iatlw 
had so oAen seal qiarichng in the same sph««. 

Mr Symingtim possessed more of the pastond 
virtues of his office than his predecessor, but he 
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WMHOT thiir « daqoent nor an i n tege Bt i i igpgeaohcg, 
MR^raaJhis anfajeet oalcolated that day to ntforaet 
the attentkm of our boo : aa that» aftet tlw opan.* 
ing flf.tke aeniioi^ Sir Aadrev bagaa to look 
aoDaoBd Ubii, and todsBOOTer, wfth a minted i»- 
iiaaaal of plaaaare and aonov^ laany fiiaea that ba 
diadnctty nooUaeted ; all of them, boireYar^ had 
adTcndfism the viUici^; faraalh af TkM/ Th^ 
meie one or two yeong gath^ that atill samad m 
fceah and. Woonning aa af«r 9 but apon a ahai^iar 
inapaatfoii) be aaw they were itMniganito^htBA, and 
in the: diwed looks of the iiiatroiis iriio sat basida 
diam^ ha leeogiikad the moth^mfiar whom be had 
at first mistaken the daughters. 

A cold and penetratnig sentimant of grief qmTa^ 
ed through his bosom, wbaoi in several instances he 

with difficulty made out in countenanees, depress^ 

« 

ed, it w^iabnoatba said depraved, with preita^ 
tnre agay the ^flSieta of heavy tail aad eonstant fai- 
bour, die fraes of old scfaoeLfUIows wbam be rat. 
orikeiad amsng the boldest and the bbdieat of dl 
bisyoiBig oonpanioiis. But dtts paiaftd ftaliiig 
iN»eived some alleviadon, in seeiag dia| die elder 
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of the clftchan stiU seemed to tetmaL-Aeit 
hmer lespectabiKty ; and that, updn the«tpvH 
there was a visible improvement in the appesnuiee 
of the ccmgregation in general. 

At die conclusion of die sennon, Mr Tauny- 
hill, who held the threefold office of schodbuMHer, 
session-^erk, and precentor, rose and read firom 
one paper the names of those, who, in distress and 
sickness, desired the prayers of the congregation. 
He then took up another, which he had folded in 
his Fsalin-book, and with an elevated and cheer* 
fill countenance, as if exalting in the task he was 
required to perform, said aloud, with an emphatic 
and triumphant accent, '^ And Andrew Wylie re- 
turns thanks for his safe return.'" 

The instant these words were pronounced, a 
universal rustle in the church, followed by a 
low and kindly whisper, shewed the impression 
whidi their simplicity made on the congregation ; 
and it was observed that the L^urd^. after looking 
down at Sir Andrew &ft about a minute, turned to 
his ouBter, and- said^ something which appeared to 
give hex jAeasure ;. what Mary Cumunghfon foU 
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on llie oocasioii was not easily guessed; for she 
dxefped her hundkerchief, and stooped to lift it, 
and whoi she again stood up, she was so ^igagjed 
in putting it into her pocket, which she did not ex^ 
aotly find so readily as she appeared to wish, that 
nobody could see her fiice« 
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CHAPTER XVII- 



THE CHUACH-YABSt. 



When the congr^fttioii was disaniflsed) Sir 
Andrew left Im grandmodier, telling her, that^ as 
he wished to speak to some of his old aeqeadaait^ 
ance, he would follow her home. AccoidiB^y> 
hastening out into ike ehurch-^yard, he took his 
station exactly on the spot where he was wont to 
exchange the smile of youthful recognizance with 
Mary Cunningham ; and while he was joyfiiHy 
greeted and welcomed home by eyery one, whcnn, 
in going to church, he had not an opportunity of 
speaking to, his eye was restlessly turned towards 
the door ftom which in due time the Laird, Miss 
Misy, and Mary, made their appearance* 

Time had now laid so many years on die shouMU 
ers of the Laiid, that he stooped and tottered b6- 
neath the load. He no longier wore his hioid 
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ia fau podcets ; bat with one arm leant on his 
daughter^ while he supported himself by the 
other widi a tdl gold-headed cane, from whidk 
dangled a leathern-string and tassel conmderably 
above his grasp» Miss Miey had also some diffi* 
coky in moving under the wei^t of age. Her 
lean and scraggy figure seemed consideraUy more 
awry than formerly ; her 6tq>s were much shorter 
nd ^liekav though trhe made feiis way t and her 
head nodded with a loose and unsetded osdSatito^ 
wineh, even in the energy of secdlAing ike maid», 
oouM Bot'be deaiaibed as emphatic* But Mary 
Cmningham) thot^ long (idly devdoped into an 
degant woman*, was stiS in ihe pride of beauty. 
Hie HveMaess of her air was, however, mellowed 
into a serwe and gracious benignity, and it was a 
SybbatUy theme of regret and wonder to ^ pa-^ 
risMoners, that «uch an heiress should remaih sc^ 
hSBg riagle. 

' ' The ttmneut that 8b Andrew saw ^^ the fami^ 
ly^ coming, he wmt towards them with a sH^bik 
filling of trepidttdon. The Laird shook him cor- 
dkdly by lite hand; Miss Misy also wricomed 
him with uncommon bridmess ; and Miss Cun^ 
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Bingham henself looked so pleased, that it was ob- 
served by some of the shrewd observers arbtind 
diem, that ^^ mair strange thmgs had come to pass 
than that Andrew Wylie should be married tO: 
Craigland^s dochter,^ an event, in their opinionV 
wMch would be a fiir greater ^omodon than his 
•eat in Parliament, or the honour of Us baronetcy.. 
Sir Andrew walked with the family down the 
church-yard, towards a stile which led into the 
Uighway, consideraUy nearer " The Place"" than 
the* gate that opened into the village. In going 
tUxmg a foot-path that winded among the graves, 
they happened to pass by the tomb-stone where 
he had so fidthfiilly been attended in his task by 
Mary, and with an instinctive glance, he observed 
that she threw her eye on it, and that a slight cast 
of thoughtfiilness at the moment overshadowed her 
countenance^ 

*' It"s something the waur of the wear since 
yon time,^ said he sofiiy to her, and her face in' 
an instant was covered with blushes. 
^.^^JBut, with considarable spkit and gaiety, she 
retorted, '^ And I doubt youchave forgottai noaii 
of your My Psabns.^ 
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Nddiil^ more passed at 4hat ^ame^ for .the Lurd 
Uiterppsingsaidtohkn, ^* I hope, Sir Andrew, yell 
no oligek to tak your kail wi^ us ; but ray sister wattM 
fond to bid yoti, ^cause we hae only a head and 
pluck, and a cauld hen ; but I ken that ane of Siioo* 
zle the China sow'^s wee grumphies was UHed yes* 
treen, and gm ye^ll promise to intenaeiit with ua^ 
just in the way of put-luck, well get it roasted by 
the time that divine service is o^er in the aAer- 
noon> What say ye ? I hope and wish ye would 
<^me ; for it^s a great pleasance to me to see and 
hear of a lad from our ain gait-end, that has done 
so weel, as they say ye hae ; so I expect yell no 
be blate, but just use your freedom^ and tdk a bit 
neighbourly chack o^ dinner.**^ 

Oiu: hero was delighted with the invkation, and 
getting at once into the old man^s humour^ said^ 
with a drolling accent, and a significant nod bodi 
to Mary and her aunt, ^^ If itV no a «n. Land, 
to dine out on the Sabbath-day^ Fm sure 111 be 
right blithe to dine wi^ you at the Graiglands.; 
but I maun first tell grannie, for fi»ar she should 
be angry.'' 

*^ That's V very ri^t, ray man," replied the 
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Laird, m soiaetfaii^ liti&>& afiiM^lioiiiil^ 
^ for die did muckte Ibr ycm ; bitt I undcwliod 
y« iMie been a kiad mA dutiful baixit. HbiraDm»> 
ever, I hofge yell eeme to ub.^^ 

'' I ibM:» bMiierr flidd Ml» Miqr^ ^' that ye 
jBfugbt $B wdl bid old Miurihit likewise ; tat ye 
k«Ki 9he^8.Bov 6 woBftia ^ soine d^^, Sir An* 
dieiF beif^ a Bttroa^ fidl^ea M^xdb^p of Faxfia;- 

. ^^ Tba^s vary trae, M^; and ahe^s a de^ 
<mt cieatuise^ ib««gb a wee overly pridefa%^ i^ 
pUad the Laird ; ^^ so I h&gte^ Sir Aadxew^ yeli 
Ixing, yew gxamue wi^ yo«i. Well be very eoft*- 
ti^t tc^see her ; for I uaderstoid Many Cuimii^*- 
ham, my daughter, has a great i^isioa of her 
jjcudenice and jud^^t ; and ye ken she gpt no 
am*' isaigbt o' character af Mrs Pr^idiV beards 
iil£^«dk0ol in Embuiough, wh^e aim was to the 
oubude of tbre^ years^ w&ereby she cosl; me mm 
ilk joar thaui Itocto Diraadeal had lor his stipend 

Misa Ciamiagham, aot imich relish^ this ^ 
sertation of her father, pressed his arm teriadui^ 
the eld gmiisama to desiat; but this wJ^.made 
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thingq wefie» for be wd, ^ No, HA, Mazy, ye 
VMdw dbirt my arte) fiHr ye ken wed it's true : 
end yd for a^ thet» Sir Ambew^ ye see sbe ba»« 
na gotten a man, althoc^ sheV a hniitle taaiir 
w^fKc\ imd will hae t6» ti«ee tbe lo«Aier a" Im 
imther.'' 

^ Ay, Imt^ Laud,"^ rq^Ued our bete pawldlys 
<« young Mdios ia bernother^s Ibaev Pm ihndc* 
ing, werena sae mce as diqrVe BoeNa-days*"^ 

^^ Ab ! ye km A^etiikg abeut it— ye ne'er iv«i 
fiortber aff yewr eggs in tJmting sae,"* xeglM 
tbe Laitd ; ^^ for I can assure you, Sir Ancbe^v 
that bar .odiar w«a j««t » ««»w to cbun ; fi» 
altbongb SM was die f^&nih dedtter of pdov 
Beerttbaid, there never wae m a flytraig beaid 
in a bcuse, as ibere was bcAre sbe would omienji 
to tak me ; allboiigb ber ftAer^ aa ye aiUiRs bae 
beard, was drownt wT debt by the Ayr bank^ and' 
Aough tibe downaaat ot the Qraiglandft was an 
abttous deed to^ best tocb^'d bns at die tiaei 
ckber in Canidc> C^, ot Cnnningbani.*' 

In ifiis sort of *< tdtonerii^ een^eisati^tB^*' as 
ocor beter eidled it, tb^ zeacbed the stile^ wber6 
be assisted dm two lacBea and tibe I^akdever, and 
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was surprised to &id a handsome eaxviage watting 
to recdve them. But though the eqcapage wIm 
ill a lAsteftd modem style, the horses and the 
eoadiman were in the old sloretilinesB of the Ctaigu 
lands. The horses were unmatched, the one te-' 
ing black, and the other bay, and they appeared 
as rough and shaggy, as if they had been taken 
from the grass that monihig, and harnessed with- 
out being groomed, which was piTobaUy the fact. 
Old Robin Taigle, the Laird'*s man, performed as 
many offices as Scrab in the pky ; and was ri- 
ding postillion without boots, in coarse grey vrpr* 
sted stockings, with a straw-rdpe round his 'off- 
side leg, to protect it from being chafed by the 
p6le,-^indubitable proofs* that it was extremely 
probable he had not time, or ^^ couldna be fashed*^ 
that tnondng to attend either to himself or the 
horses. 

Having hftnded the ladies, and also assisted the 
Laird, into the carriage, Andrew retired, and 
Robin, with a loud cry of *^ jee, brutes !"" set off at 
a sober rate towards " The Place ;'* while Miss 
Mizy, putting her head out at the carriage-win- 
dow, said, *' Mind noo. Sir Andrew, that we^U 

16 
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expect to see both you and your grandmother, and 
ye^ll tak a hearty welcome for good cheer." 

Our hero, as this stately equipage drove away, 
stood two or three minutes looking after it, and 
thought, for the first time in his life, that it was 
no longer a foolisli thing to even himself with 
Mary Cunningham. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



BAFT JAMIE. 



*^ IsNA that a dreadfii'* fine coach T' said a 
voice behind Sir Andrew^ as he still continued 
looking after the carriage. *^ I'se warrant ye 
ne'er saw the like o't in Lonon— though the 
King's theye?*^ 

Our hero was a little startled by this saluta- 
tion, and turning round, beheld daft Jamie stand- 
ing on the steps of the stile, dressed in an old 
cavahy jacket. On his head was the crown of 
a hat, cut into something like a soldier^s cap ; 
his neck and legs were bare, and his whole ap^ 
pearance betokened the military vanity of harm- 
less idiotcy. 

Jamie was neither of the aborigines of the pa- 
rish, nor a native of Ayrshire, however celebrated 
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that county may be for the production of such 
worthies. In our heroes time he was not known 
at Stoneyhobn, where, indeed, he was only an oc- 
casional visitor, in consequence of making it one 
of his resting-places, in his professional journeys 
to the periodical reviews of the garrisons of Glas- 
gow and Ayr. His favourite haunt was Gre^- 
ock, and for the best of all possible reasons, be* 
cause, as he said^ ^^ the folk there were just like 
himsel.'' 

It was his custom, however, when, he happened 
to be at Stoneyholm on Sunday, to follow ^^ the 
fiimily^ from the church to the stile, and to assist 
the Laird into the carriage, for wliidi he was usu- 
ally rewarded by the ladies with a penny. But 
on this occasion, as they were squired by Sir An- 
drew, to whom the attention of the crowd was so 
particularly directed, and whom he heard spoken 
of as having come from London with ^^ a power 
of money,^ Jamie diffidently kept aloof till the. 
carriage drove off, when seeing our hero following 
it with his eye, he naturally imagined that it was 
in admiration of its splendour. 

Sir Andrew, as we have observed, was a little 
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startled at Jamie^a salutation; but perceiying 
what sort of personage he bad to deal with, he 
replied, " Ay, it's a braw coach.^ 

Jamie, encouraged by the familiarity of this 
answer, came down from the stile, and looking 
queerly in his face, said, " The leddies didna gie 
you ony bawbees, but ye're to get your dinner. 
They baith gie me baubees and my dinner.'* 

** That's because ye're a captain, ye ken," re-; 
plied the Baronet. 

" I'm thinking," said Jamie, echoing the opi- 
nions he had heard in the churchyard, ** that ye 
should make up to ane o' the leddies. I hae had 
a thought o't, man, mair than ance mysel ; but 
I'm no sure whilk to tak ." 

" Is that possible ?" exclaimed Sir Andrew. 
" 'Deed is't," said Jamie ; " for though Miss 
ilary's the bonniest. Miss Mizy keeps the keys, 
and I'm desperate keen of flesh and torts. But 
I'll tell you something ; if ye'll speak a glide word 
for me. 111 do as mucHe for yoti ; fbr I would 
like unco weel to hui'l in that braw coach, alid 
walk my body wi' a golden-headed cane like the 
laird." 
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A bargain be%^ sm^ S{f - Andrew, laughing ; 
" m no fail to do my best for you with Miss 
Mizy;' 

" And what for no wi' Mi^ Mary P'' said Ja- 
mie, looking at him peeringly ; aiid then he cried» 
" O ho, my hearty, ia that the wfty the laUd lies 
already. Howsomever, there'^s my hand, through 
foul or fair— eyes right, and look to your of- 
ficer.'' 

There was something in this little scene which 
made our hero feel dissatisfied with himself. He 
had not given the idiot credit for half the discern- 
ment he possessed, and to be quit of him took out 
a t^ispence, and giving it hastily to Jamie, turn- 
ed and walked away. 

As Sir Andrew ascended the steps of the stile^ 
and went hpme to his grandmother's cottage 
through the churchyard, Jamie ran leaping and 
exulting, holding the sixpence aloft between his 
finger and thtunb, straight on to The Place, where 
he arrived just as the carriage was driving off aftar 
setting down the fiunHy. 
^^ What's making you so glad the ^Ay? Jamie," 
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said Maiy to him, who was Btin standing at the 
door. 

** Do you see wjiat I hae got ?" was the reply, 
shewing the sixpence ; and adding, *^ noo, HI hae 
ay or no frae Miss Mizy — and if shell no tak me, 
then III tak you. But na ; I canna do that noo^ 
honour, honoui^^-that puts an end. Miss Mary, 
to a' your hopes o' me.'* 

" YeVe certainly, I see,'* said Miss Cunning- 
ham, laughingly, ^^ a rich match indeed ; but who 
gave you the sixpence ?^ 

^* The i^ee man wi* the muckle purse ; but I'm 
no at liberty to say oniy mair, so spear nae ques- 
tions, and 111 tell nae Kes !** replied Jamiet ^* But, 
Miss Mary, he's a fine \At body yon— I wonder 
ye canna tak a fancy tilTt — eh. Miss Mary, he's 
just like a bonny wee china pourie, full o' thick 
ream. Ye would liA your Kps an ye kent what 
I ken-^I redd ye. Miss Mary, to mak muckle o' 
him, or I wouldna be surprised an he ftdSTd awa' 
wT a' his goud and gear to Miss Jenny Temple^ 
ton o' the Braehead, that's got the tocher firae 
Indy. Oh, die's a sonsy, rosy cheekit lass ! I 
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irooldi like to hae a sheep^s head m* as gude a cuiF 
o^ the neck. Hell get a bien bargain that gets 
Mifis Jenny." 

Hiss Cunmngham, amazed and surprised at 
this speech, said, *' But, Jamie, what makes you 

think the wee man wi^ the muckle purse is likely 

•  -  

to prefer me first to Miss Jenny Templeton.*" 

'' That^s a question amang divines, Miss Mary,"^ 
replied Jamie. " But if I were in yottf place, 
when he's getting his dinner wi' you the day, I 
would gie him the tappy-tourock o' the pye, and 
the best leg o' the fat hen i and wha kens what 
may be the upshot.'* . •• 

^^ But, Jamiej'' said Miss Cunningham, *^ ibis 
is not leap-year. The ladies are not free to court 
but in leap-years.'' 

>^ That may be the rule. Miss Mary, in ordinary 
times. But men'^s growmg scarce-^the regiment 
that's noo at Ayr, is under orders for America ; 
they'll tak a whole thousand awa' themselves — and 
ffxi the war continues lang, ye'll hardly get a lad in 
time for love or money, so I wadna be orerly par- 
ticular about leap-years ; especially when sic a 
Godsend has come to your doors, as yon nice 
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coutby Lonoti bodie ; they say he has a ptirse o^ 
gold as big as a boU o^ potatoes.*" 

'^ Come in, Mary Cunningham,^ cried Miss 
Mijy from the parlour, ^^ and dinna st%nd dish- 
paclavering with that hayer^l there oii the Sab- 
bath-day.'' 

*' Tm thinking. Miss MLry, ye'U hae to mend 
your manners,^ retorted Jamie ; *^ I may be a ha- 
verel, but every body kens what ye're.'' 

" Come ben, and close the door immediently,'* 
md the maiden lady, still more sharply ; at which 
wovds Jamie rushed past Miss Cunningham, and 
looking into the parlour where Miss Mizy was sit- 
ting with the Laird, said, ^^ I hae a saxpence un- 
der my thumb, anfl 111 get credit in ilka town ; 
so, Miss Mizy, ye may look to yoursel. The poor 
mm g^ts aye a popr marriage, and when I had 
naething X was fain to drainr ^p wi^ you. But the 
world's changed noo— I^m for a lass wi^ a lump o^ 
land, and a young ane too. Miss Mi^. Howsom.- 
ever, no to mak a rent a^d a rive o't a^thegifher 
between us, gin ye hae the shachle bane o' a mut- 
mon ham. 111 find a corner near my heart for a* 
the flesh on''t along wT y^i^ kmdn^ss, Miss ML^ 
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— ^for I^m growing yawp, and hunger, though if s 
gude kitchen to a cauld potato, is a wet divot to 
the low o' love.'*' 

^' Weel, weel, Jamie, gang butt the house, and 
see what the lasses hae got in the pantry,^ said 
Miss Mizy ; while the Laird, with whom Jamie 
was a favourite, gave one of these sudden great 
roaring laughs, which are so wefl known by the 
generic term of a guffaw, observing, when he stop- 
ped) which he did almost as abruptly as he began, 
'^ Really) he's a ready-witted fool that.'^ 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

THE LiklSD^S DBAWixo-EOOM. 

When Sir Andrew retained to his grandmiik- 
therms cottage^ and informed her how he had beeli 
pressed, both by the Laird himself and Miss Mijy, 
to bring her with him to dinner, she said, ^ It**s a 
great honour and testification, my kd, that ye 
should be invited to dine at The Phice; and no you 
only, but even me. I never thought to see the 
like o* that ; but ye maunna be overly lifted up 

▼It. 

^^ But will ye come wi^ me ? What say ye to 
that, granny ?^ 

^^ ^Deed no, my baim,^ was the judicious aUd 
humble reply ; ^^ Fm no used to the oeremcmiali 
at the banquettings o^ the great, and I^m ower auU 
now to learn ; but Tm blithe and thankful to 
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sae great a respect paid to you ; for wha that has 
seen the ey dent hand and unwearied foot wi^ which 
I have so long ca^d at my wheel, no to be a cess, 
would ever hae thought that I would be requeesht- 
ed to tak my dinner in the Craigland dining-room 
wi' the famfly.^ 

Our hero felt his heart glow with veneration at 
the motives by which his grandmother was actua- 
ted, and he sat for some time in silence ; at last he 
^d^ ^^ Fin nae dbobt vera meilde ob%ated to the 
Eaiird &r his civeehty ; but — and I dinna say it 
out of ostentation and vanity — I may take my 
place<with him at the same board onywhere, and 
no be thought an intrmler ; and^ therefore, if it 
wasna putting you to an excess o^ trouble, I wish. 
ye would go with me to The Place.'* 

^*'1£ itVt to pleasure you^ AnA^w, as ifs your 
welcome home. 111 no make an obstacle wi^ my ain 
cibjecticns ; but ye ken the Laird faimstif, poor 
silly carl, has an unco rouse o^ his family ; and Miss 
Bfizy, Oiough she^s vera discreet m some things, 
iooks down on a* poor folk, and was neVr oveAy 
totil jdeased when Miss^ Mary visited me with. 
far ihamely^ famiKarity. Howseva:, 111 gang wiV 
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ye, but I would amabt take it a kindnesa^.if j^ 
didna injsist." . 

Our hero, however, had a motive in prei^kig^ hear 
acceptance of the invitation ; for retaining a duf^ 
tmct recollection of the peculiarities both of th^ 
Laird and Miss Mizy, he was desirous to se9 
how far they had infected Mary with their pr^u- 
dices ; being determined to make her behaviour to* 
wards his venerable parent in some measure a test 
of her character, in order to govern himself in l^e 
indulgence of that regard^ which, although a;t no 
period so strong as to merit the epithet of pas- 
sion, was undoubtedly warmer, while it was as con- 
stant as fraternal affection. 

Accordingly, at the close of the afternoon ser- 
vice, his grandmother, on his reiterated request, 
walked with him to the mansion-house. On ap- 
proaching the well-known entrance to the avenue 
which opened from the high road, he was struck 
with the air of renovation which every object had 
been made to assume. The square pillars wer^ 
not only rebuilt, but the two stone globes whipl^ 
had lain for many years on the ground were re^ 
placed on their summits. The iron gates, whidi, 
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b^d uat been painted for years be£b;c!e hds youi^g 
remembrance, — and one of which had long Mien 
from its hinges, and been d^awn aside fr^m ii& 
proper, station, — ^shone in the faurest white^ and 
swung harmoniously in their proper places. Tt|e 
avenue itself had also undergone a prodigious im- 
pr^vement ; it was considerably smoother 9214 Wl^ 
ter d^ned along iike margin than the king^s hig]^- 
way, which was nat ^e case before his departure 
&r London ; and the mansion itself had not <;mfy 
receiyed ^ dsuszling whitf^washing, but the sashfs 
of severed of the windows were renewed- Ii^tes^, 
however, of three lanall windows on each side pf 
the door, as formerfy, tihere was now but one, kx 
the Venetian taste — a contrivance si^ested by 
Miss Mizy to evade the window-tax, when the 
e^^^^emprablB triple assessment was proposed. 
ThePlace had indeed received very extensive, and 
even some radical reformations, and not o!|ly boi^e 
testimony to the improved! spirit of the age, but 
indicated something of the, taste whjich Mary had 
acquired during her residence in-Edinburgh, and 
of* the influence whipb she possessed over her &- 
then But it seemed^ to the enlarged sight of our 
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hero, to have shrunk prodi^onsly firom itiihaiai^r 
grandeur, although it was certainly, for So^tlwl, 
- still a respectable country seat. 

Sir Andrew and his grandmother, on amTi^g 
at the door, were shewn into the drawing-rocin lify 
Robin Taigle, now acting in the capaeity of foot- 
man, having put up his horses. Miss Mizy thonght 
there i^as no need to be so ceremonious, and iKe 
Laird himself said itwas a work of snpererogati^; 
but Mary oiFer-mled their objections, by remxni- 
ii^ her aunt of the free footing in which they 
had found' our hero among the great in Londoii. 
Accordingly, the drawing-room window««huttemi, 
which had not been opened for at least a fortmgkt 
before, were unclosed ; and, as we have said, the 
gnests shewn into it by the Lidrd^ man. 

The drawing-room of the Craiglands, tiiovtgfa 
without question the most splendid apartment 
in thcf whole parish of Stoneyholm, sad in tbe 
opinion of old Martha, ^^ just a palace,^ coi;dd 
really boast of no very remarkaUe omam^its,dth6r 
^of decoration or of art It contained a large un-- 
iwieldy settee, ci coeval antiquity with the^flnlt 
introduction of that species of recumbency into 
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tkc^iSeil of Scotland, being^one of the mIics «{ the 
fimiili}^ which tlieLauTd^-sgveat^graad&therptQ* 
cured for The Pkee, when he ch«nged the ancient 
cwi^ into a mmsaim ; it had originally been co- 
¥eyed with needle-work/ Ae skilfiil endeayoiir of 
the thenXady Ctaiglands and her five daughters 
to imitate flowers and peacocks^ in which they sue- 
eeedied almost as well, both in eSkct anAdeogn, 
aa the Greenock scidptbr, who carved die cete* 
fcirafeed digy of Vulcan in the VaEmel of that clans- 
;ieal town^ But Minerva, envious .of their saccess, 
having, in the shape of many shoulders, worn se> 
vend holes in the work, the sofa was at this pe- 
riod covered with sim]^ white dimity, as ware 
also< the cushions of the chairs. 

The walls of the room were stained with gfeen, 
the most extrav^ant of all colours, as Miss Mizy 
told th^ visitors who admired it; and over the 
4iiimney hung a map of Europe, worked on white 
;saljai by Maiy, at Mrs Prejink's boardii^-schod 
m Edmburgh, which her father assured his fiienda, 
W0B most cuiioasly particular, though Fiance 
.happened to be omitted, ei&er in consequence of 
tk» goiveniess believii^ that Mr Burke deqjaved 
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a &ct when h^ said, ^^ Fr«&ce wimsi struck out of 

the m«pr or because in di^wifi^ the outline iim. 

h»d oJoUted to leave room to umert it. On ea^b 

side cf this, splendid display ef P^nelopian indn^ 

try and geographical knovled^e, hung twa painti^ 

iBga, which were paid&Hr as likenesses of the Laird 

aood his Lady in the halcyon days of thdbr bridal 

beauty ; hut. with what piopiiety waa never satift^ 

ftetorOy ascertained ;. Craigland^ him^eli; howeyev^ 

affixmed, that th^ ni(de oa hia. witb V cheek was. «$ 

naluval as lif^ ai^d the si^ar on the bapk of his 

own h.a»d could not be halter r^resented. AIoQig 

the waH ffoiD^ing the wi]:^dK>w hipg twelve anciaijt 

C(4ouired va^m^^^ engravings, ^ black fraqo^e, 

representing, with all their appropriate syn^bol^ 

th^ twelve noi/Qnths of the. ye«ur ;. tibe gksses of se- 

v^^al were ci^acked, andl a a^nred fracture over the 

face of the Ubomiog May was in^nionsly 91^4* 

ed by a piece of put^, which ^tirely conceit 

her aoniles and her beauty* These also were relics 

of the grand days of the Craiglands; and the like 

of them, according to the traditioxis of the family^ 

were not in aU Scotland when they were first 

broiight to. lit. There was but one other ormunfoDLt 

2 
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on the walls, and that was a looking-glass behind 
the door, and opposite to the fire-place ; it was a 
French plate of considerable dimensions, set in a 
firame of small ones with gilded rims, so shaped 
and arranged as to present some almost hierogly- 
phical indication of leaves and roses ; and under- 
neath this pride and glory of the Craiglands stood 
a second-hand harpsichord, that had been purcha- 
sed at Edinburgh for Mary, at the enormous cost, 
a3 the Laird often rqjeated, of ten poimds seven 
ghillingg, besides the box, and the expense of 
bringing it to the Craiglands. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



THE LANDED INTEBBST. 



The Laird was alone in the drawing-room 
when Sir Andrew and his grandmother entered; 
and upon their appearance^ without moving from 
his chair, said, ^ Come awa, Martha, and tak a 
seat I am very well pleased to see you and your 
grandson^ whom I am happy to hear is a weeU 
doing lad, and likely to be a great comfort to your 
auld age.^ 

Sir Andrew felt his blood stir a little at the 
rude superciliousness of this reception— but the 
superdlious, howeyer refined, are always rude^i**? 
and compassionating the Laird^s obtuse ignonoMe 
and indolence, he soon subdued the heat of the 
moment, and wisely resolyed to make a visit, wlwhv 
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he apprehended might otherwise tax his humility^ 
a source, if possible, of amusement. Accordingly, 
he took his seat modestly at some distance from 
the Laird, whom he slyly drew into conversadon, 
by commendiBg the manifold and virible improve, 
ments which had* taken place in the country du« 
ring his absence; With all which Craiglands ex* 
pressed the most satisfactory acquiescence,, till the 
Baronet, in an unguarded moment, happened, 
among the topics of his commendation, to adrert 
to the difiUsion of opulence by die introduction of 
the cotton manufactures. 

^^ Ah ! Sir Andrew,"^ said that illuminated po-^ 
litical economist, ^^ it was a black day when pooar* 
Scotland saw the incoming pestilence of the cottoft 
Jeimies. The reformers and them were baithcleddt 
at the same time, and theyll Uvo and thrive and 
I hope will be damn'^d th^ither.^ 

^^ Wheesht, wheesht. Laird !^ exclaimed the old 
wonum ; ^* thaJCs an awfu^ word— ^remember the 
Sabbatb^y.'' 

" Remember the deevil !^ cried tiiis worthy, 
member of the landed interest ^^ Isna iriiat I 
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se^ a Qod's truth ? The vera weavers in Glasgow 
an^ Pitisjeyhae houses, Fm told, that the Craig-* 
laiiils hex^ wouldua l}e a byre to. Cau pi^y gude 
QO^^} but vice aud immorality, from sic upsetting 
in a Christian Ipngdom ? — What would ye thinks 
Sir Andrew, one o^ the trashy Macandoe, a ma^ 
nulacturer, had the impudence to bid against my 
Lord at the roup of the Friersland, and not only 
(^tbade his man o^ business, but even Major Hy- 
der, the n^bob firom India.^ 

'' That,'' replied the Baronet, " was indeed vera 
surprising, Laird ; sic a thing wouldna hae hap« 
pened in the days of miy youth, nor in times afore 
them. But I dinna think the Major o^ ony better 
stock than Mr Macandoe ; for his father, ye ken, 
was the towurdrummer of Kilmaining, and he hinu 
ael^ as I hae heard, Usted as a common soldier al 
the outbreaking o** the American war.'* 

*^ YeVe no far wrang in some particulars,'' in- 
tfftruf^ked the Laird ; ^^ but he raised himsel by 
his merits in the service of his king and country, 
mid made his fortune in the wars o' India, which 
is an imco i£lferenoe to cotton spuming.'^ 
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Ay, there'^s some truth in that. Laird,'' Re- 
plied our hero* " But what's the story o' this^ 
Macandoe ?" 

" Story ! poogh. — He was the get of a KiMtt- 
ning weaver/' said Craiglands, " and gaed intd 
Glasgow when the cotton-warks began, where he 
got credit ; bttt whether by stealing chies, or set-* 
ting windiniU bills agoing, I lierer heard the rights 
o'. When he took possession of the Friersknd, I 
was crbligaited, out o' the respect due to my family^ 
to buy a chaise, for he has got one, imd wi' hordes 
and flunkies too, thsit th^ say my Lord himse) 
b^sna the like o'. It^s enough. Sir Andr^, to 
gar a bbdie scunner to he^ o' w^aivers in coachesy 
wi' flunkies ahint them. Mary wcnild fain hm 
had me to etdtiyate a visitation-aoquaiiitatnee with 
him ; %, ais ihe said^ Mrs Macandoe <fidMifr wafiff 
sense, and cme of ih&t dochtets was at the Jldin- 
burgh school, learning manners wi' hef, titA was 
a fine lassie ; but I would as soon sil; in a Re- 
lief kirk, as darken the door o' ony m cattle.^ 

" Ay, but, Laird^" interposed the old w<Maaan, 
^' there has been a growth o'* many comforts since 
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the coktDn-warkfi were broughl in. Th^e^t^imy 
Eydent, when her gudeman farak, and die^t o* a 
broken heart, in the calamity o^ the Ayr bank, 
she was left wi^ a sfna^ family o^ seven weans, fiv« 
dochters, and twa twin4)abie8 o** lad bairns, and 
no help but her ten fingers. See what she hm 
been enabled to do by the tamhouijng. TheteVi 
no a better clad, or a better bred family in a* the 
kintra side. Miss Janet, h» second dochter, a 
weel-fixr''t lassie, was cried the day, for a purpose 
o^ marriage with John Sailfiur, that^s noo a aqptain 
of a three-mastit ship firae Oreenock ; and h^ son 
Willy, that's so douce and comely in the kirk, to 
the pleasure of every body that sees him, is gaun 
intill Glasgow to learn to be a minister ; for the 
cotton-works hae made that, whilk in my day would 
hae been a sore burden, a stock in trade o^ mmiy 
hands, whom the Lord has Uessed with thriftiness 
and prosperity.^ 

** Ay, but, grannie, ye ken,^' said Sir Andrew, 
pawlqly, *' what a rise has since been in the price 
of butter and cheese-^that, to be sure, may have 
gi'*en a lift to the rent o^ land ; but then the day- 
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Uhotim'V wage it's doiiUed> imd coatfi wd hats 
ate twa iwices.'" 

" ReaUy^ Sir Andrew,'* replied the Lair^ 
vubb&g his hands with fiatufaction^ and giving 
one of his inordinate guffiiws, ^^ I havena heaxd 
sic a gaspd truth for a long time. But they tell 
me ye're wond^rfti* clever, and surely that observe 
was a proof and testimony of the same. Come^ 
draw your chair closer to mine ; for I'm fash'd 
wi' a rheumatiese in my aim, and canna thole to 
converse o'er my ^houtheri;" 

At this juncture Miss Mizy came into the 
room, and passii^g old Martha, took her place in 
the seat of honour, facing lier brother, before 
she. spoke. Our hero, who had bc^pm to gain a 
little in the Laird's good opinion, was somewhat 
disconcf^rted by this rudeness, and drew no fi^ 
vourable augury of the manners of Mary, who 
had not yet made her appearance. The fact was, 
that, after their return from dnuch. Miss Cun- 
aingham, whether influenced by the exhortation 
of daft Jamie, or by the manners she had learnt 
at Edinburgh, induced her aunt, in consideration 
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of the rank of their guetst, to make someiadtttiiiaft 
to the dmner beyond the pig, whidi dkie^^tadrfl 
Uinself had ordered to be roasted ; and in the 
superintendance and direction of the same^ i^ 
ladies had m the meantime been empldyed. ' 

"Sister,'' said the Laird to Miss Mizy, wteftl 
she had taken her seat; " Tm vastly weel pleaiiefl 
with this lad's sense and discretion.'' 

" Dear me, broflier," replied the lady,' eagcafly; 
'* ye forget i^at he*n noo a Baffonet, and a greal 
Parliament-man;" and turning ii^h a silffi*k td 
our hero, she added, ^ Sir Andrew, ye ken the 
Laird's jocose way, and ye'll iio tdk it ill, tf he 
&9iould noo and then neglek your teietle:" 

" O no. Miss Mizy, the' Laird and I aire no 
acquaintance of yesterday, and we can bekr muckle 
wi' ane another for auld lang syne.'' 

^* Andrew Wylie," cried his grandmother,' 
" how can ye break the Lor Js ^y fey speaking 
o' songs, and the Eke o' siedaffing." 

At this enA^ Mary eitered the room, wii^ her 
complexion somewhat' lightened ; but whethc? 
ftom any motiil or phyg&cal caus<e*-^whether ftom 
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BffilWl^to;<soimc!(»tedw^^ seeing our hero im ho« 
noured guest in her father^s house, or from the 
xi^^lection of :the Mtchen-fire, in consequence of 
fai^ <yi:esencci j^i^g: requisite to direct the maids 
in isome of |he nioei^ qiliiuury mysterieB, that the 
piqca^onjbac^^X9a4^ l(?r 4^Wous to see pr(q>eriy 
pt^qr^d^.is; a gHi^t^on tli^t, weiBball not attempt 
to. settle. The .h]4^,^h/9wever, of ; the moment, 
lo9t ^<^^ pf itfii,;gf^^09fi}biess by the manner in 
which she ]v^t^to. ^d.^a^th^, aiidsaid, ^^ I am 
giUd to see yoiji, a^d jb^ppy that you have come 
with'" — aiid she hesitated for an instant, and then 
added, " .your p^dson.'' 

She afterwards turned to the Baronet, and 
Yfifh a gay^ but spmewhat embariEagsed 4iir, said, 
^^ Sir Andrew, I fear yon great London taUks 
wil^ have spoiled your relish for ourplip^ coun- 
iry^re?^ 

^^' T^ /^P^Bf^yv .^^p'?/^ Sir Andrew gallant- 
ly, ^f .shpuld aye be^.the best dj4nties at a^ bao^ 
gpets 'p, and the head wd pluck, with the soddng 
^pmi^y that your %thar props^^papw f«l to 
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I^ease, with Miss Mizy^s sauce and yaixt.ffia^jmL' 

Thserewas a little tendency to a pun in tUs, 
whidli Miss Cunningham perceived and pei^acdy 
understood ; but her aunt took it as a compli- 
ment, while the Laird threw himself back in his 
chair, and roared his delight with one of his hear- 
tiest and most ungovernable peals of laughter, de- 
claring when he stopped, that he had not heard 
sic a ftmny saying he didna ken when. 

When dinner was announced. Sir Andrew step- 
ped forward two or three paces to give Miss Mixj 
his arm ; but suddenly remembering in what lofty 
company he then was, he retired back, and fol- 
lowed his grandmother, whom the Laird left be- 
hind. 

Miss Mary probably guessed the olgect of our 
heroes alertness and sudden halt ; for, instead of 
going on after her father, as the usual routme of 
their procession fropi the drawing-room was on 
company occasions, at Pace, and Yule, and high 
times, she abruptly stepped aside, and tumiiig 
back to the mande-piece as if to look for toiiM- 
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thingy contrived to allow Martha and Sir Andtew 
to alter the dbung-room some time before l^r. 
TThus, without giving any cause for observation^ 
deltcateljr performing that homi^ which is dw 
to invited guests, 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



BREAKING THE ICE. 



In the meantime, Lord, and Lady Sandyford, 
after parting from our hero, had pursued their 
journey to Auchinward, where they arrived about 
the same time that he reached Stoneyhohn. Sir 
Archibald and Lady Margaret were* delighted to 
see them ; and when informed of the secret object 
of their visit, and of the motives by which their 
noble friends were actuated towards Sir Andrew, 
who was described as the architect of their hap- 
piness, they entered with zeal and alacrity into 
their views. They told them, however, that Mm 
Cunningham had thcTcputation of being exceeds 
ingly proud and consequential,— the fiiiling, in* 
deed, of the Craiglands family ; and that she had 
already reftised some of the best matches in ikm ' 

county. 



'« Aslke figavdf^ Sir An&n^,'' aiild $ir Ar/eb^ 
bidid^ivnot Ukdy to cecommeni bm to ^hAy'n 
q^ LfettB) conndenng. ala0tl1i8.lowcfigi1t9r.tbAi 
l3ie undxsrtakiiig will be moie dificull thm ym 
ipagiiie. Tfae^joHam^^ h<xv«iresr, will probi^;^^ 
in otber Yespects, be o£ advantage to ima ; for, if 
Wk deindedly lefiised, or perliapa disguiited^ i^ 
coiiseqiieiiGe of the change thait. may have, taken 
ipbie^ fSklm oma taste, im bo. long an absence bi^ 
will feel himself free to choose elaewh^^.^ 

Tbe'CountesflXiepIied^.^^ Tbeneris much in what 
yo^say. Sir Aiwliifaald, aiulmre our. fidcHd m 
ocdiiuiry^ mm, the justness of your observatiQQs 
wwiiht laake me despair of the .busmctt(8>. But there 
i«t'8#4Baeh (heart about bimf'^mhe is all heart— thitt, 
I do beheyey were he to be rejected by MijBS Cuih- 
mngbaiii, he wuld socmsink into despoiadency. 
BnmuwliMkt^I ha^e obscnred of his ^smi^ and 
fOWii^Fiiig' duoscter, I am persuaded, tbsjl. if ^he 
«ar^9»t the sole direct ofihis amluti/(^b«r image 
•flDSlkiited ud ineensiderable portion;. of the mor 
4mm by whidt he has pursued^ with 9Q mwh con^ 
Musy and cmauMacof^ oue. distinct sad clearly 
de&ied edurse of life. Had he been aniipited 
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with tlie Yimity of maldng' a figure in theiMiIdy 
he wottld certaiiily have moce^ studied moMfy 
manners, and avarice cannot be oon»dered as evea 
entering into his character, for on all proper occH;. 
sions he acts with a princely fibemfity. Noihing 
but love can account for the care witk whieh, ik 
may be said^ he has preserved his oi^gihal 8im|ili. 
city, and the indifference widi which he has seaii 
10 many beautifid women, who would ikr^ beeft 
proud of his hand.*^ 

The Earl, who was listening with dd^Bted elurt 
to' the warmth of h&Lady^s eulogium,sa]d, ^^Wl^ 
Augusta, you will make out that Jacob*? serritode 
of foiffteen years, and another wife in* the mea»> 
while, was nothing compared with tiie constancy 
of our little Baronet.*" 

^^ Jacobus story,^ interposed Lacfy Margaret, 
somewhat gravely, ^ is at least a* corroboration of 
her Ladyship'^g opinion ; and I hope that opioiw 
is well founded. But I do not think the case at 
all so problematical as Sir Archibald seema to 
think it. Women are not so often ruled in their a£> 
fections by figure, as they are accused of being^t 
and she added, in a gi^er style, ** we are 
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tic inmM^) and the fiie-^dde Tirtues gaii^ more 
Vpoi^lis. than more showy qualities; especially 
wb^n we lure, like Miss Cuimingham, arrived at 
, yews of dkcretioQ.'" 

^^ Indeed r said the Earl, in a lively tone ; ^^ and 
pray,. Lady Margaret, when do women arrive at 
years of discretion ?^ 

'^ You must ask some one older than she is/^ 
jcefSMi Sir Archibald, with a laugh. 

^^ Not so,^ said the Countess, " I can answer 

, . • -.■•... 

.£ogjkfsa^0a of my sex. A married woman^s years 
of diserelion begin when she fiaels herself depend- 
ent oa her husband* But to return to the point 
*r-Do you visit at the Craiglands family ?^ 

<^ We call, sometimes, and the ladies occasion- 
ally come here,'' was the reply ; *' but the Laird 
is -such an exception to the world in general, that 

' there is no venturing to ask him to meet stran- 



w 



^^ How then shall I g^t introduced to him,"" 
said the Earl, ^^ if you do not invite him ?'^ 
^A ¥ O, that can be easily managed,'' cried Sir 
•AatdjohM ; ^^ if you think fit, we can ride over to-^. 
.morrow after sermon, and as if incidentally call. 
Besides, I should like to be introduced to Sir An- 
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drew; I shdidd Uke, indeed, iit Mde tbtdilNr'dte 
LaiMifi' idiAt degif^ of e^tijim ttnd^if^^^ 
held by his fiiendk ' I imh ybti hk^ farol!^ Uib 
with you here ; and, of course, att'pm wcefkatif 
I win at an hawtrds invite Crtfj^ds.'* 

" We xaegedt Sir Andteir to odmraH'thstwe 
could,^ rcgoined Lady Sandyford^ *^\mP h^ was 
firm and ftidiftd ta hin own resdhttioir; appre- 
hensive^ if he came here, that hifi gfaitdmbtiier 
might drink he had lost his respect for lte«i*'; 

^< Yoirnight have given a m(rtB f^msLiibe e6» 
louring 'tb his' motive,^ said the Earl, <^ and per*. 
hap6 1)een qtdte as liear the truth, by e&ying, thitt 
perhaps lie wished to take^ a peep at Miss (Cun- 
ningham; hefbi^ sline' eouid' hwt any^ tbaisdt to 
suspeet th^ object of his journey.^ 

^^ At all events, my Lord, it can do no harm^^ 
replied Lady Margaret, '^ if the Countess and I 
go with your Lordship and Sir Archibald io-mor- 



row.^ 



a 



t should hkef it of ifl diingis^^ said Latfy San- 
dy&rd ; '^ for I intend to visit his grandMddier. 
It is a ttibute ofrespeit doe to tlK geifiiinte WofQi 
of one tSiat contiSbuted to fom a chariM^tie^ t£ so 
much probity md fe^hg m Sir Aiidribw.^ 



i 
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. . It. M$B «ooordiiigly arranged, that iiu|t^ pf 
t0bjanmg .heme fiwat. their pariah chureh after 
serYice, on the day following, Sic Archibald and 
hia Jiady» withiheir gneata,. Amid iinv^ over be- 
fbxBdumcc Uf Staoejrhohjft; andi» ibejMfta^liift 
«f tUainlienlaan, they jeeac^ied the Cwi^mi^.gf^ 
just aa Ae l4iiiAhadjDfttun)i>Ied.grai:^ i^wa^y tP 
himself, and the party had taken their sei^^t. t^ 
dioner table. feirTOito».in; oona^ipif^nee^ mhoth 
Mias Mizy.and her brother remarked, vere ever 
more ill-timed, for the dinner would be spoilt, 
as it was not poaable >to allow visitors of sueh a 
d^pee to wait ; another embarrassment arose a^ 
to what they should do with their guests, for it 
was abscdutely necessary that the Laird should, at- 
tend Sir Archibald and the stranger ; and no leas 
so, as Miss Mizy obs^nred, that she and Mary 
ahould go to the ladies. This dilonma was, how- 
ever, speedily obviated by Mary, with jHrompdr 
tude and grace, saying firmly, that she would rei- 
main at table, while her aunt and father went tP 
the yisiton^, who, on alighting from their carni^e, 
had been shewn into the drawi^g-room. 

^^^ You gentry, Miss Mary,^ said old M^M^% 
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when the Laird and Miss Mizy faad'leAr.4]ie di- 
ning-room, ^' hae a sore time o^t iri' a^ Aia eoee- 
monial, and—" 

But slie was interrupted by one of the maub 
looking in at the door, and crying, in *' sdct of 
loud under voice of admiratiini, ^£hi Misi^Ma^ 
it^s an English Yerl and his Leddy— a delightful 
creature. 

Upon which our hero immediately said, ^^ Lord 
and Lady Sandyford ; they are jiist now on a vi- 
sit to Auchinward.*^ 

" What ken ye o^ lords and leddies, Andrew P" 
exclaimed the old woman ; when Mary immedi- 
ately replied, 

** I suspect much more than he gets credit 
for among us. But prophets are never respect- 
ed in their own country ; and Sir Andrew is as 
likely in Stoneyholm to be spoken of by his old 
title as by his new one ;" and turning round to 
him, she said playfully, ^^ have you forgotten it, 
WheeUe ?" 

*^ No ; nor when you last called me by it in 
the streets of Edinburgh, as I was on my way to 
London.'*^ 
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J[ifiB9 Coimbgham blushed ; but the look which 
«be cast tawnxds him, was so much in the spright- 
ly maimer of their old familiarity, that it told him 
eren Craiglands^ daughter then no longer felt 
th«t disparity in their condition, which he once 
^ thought would never perhaps be overcome. 
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After the redprodties of the introdnctkm 
were over, Lord Sandyfiird, who had previously 
determined to be all suavity and oondliation, was 
so tempted by the obvious peculiarities of the 
Laird and Miss Mizy, that he could not refrain 
from amusing himself a Utde at their expenee- 
And accordingly he mquired, with much apparent 
gravity, if the pictures of Craiglands and his lady^ 
which we have already described, were the por- 
traits of Voltaire and the King of Prussia. The 
Countess, however, soon checked him, by askii^ 
IJjfrLiWBdHEfhe had seen Sir Andrew. 

^* Atweel we hae seen him ; he^s noo with his 
grandmother in the other room. The. poor lad, I 
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have imderstood, is weel to do, and we eoiild do 
nae less than gie him some counteiumee.^ 

^^ But what has become of Miss Cuimiiigfaam ?^ 
-inqnired Lady Margaret. ^^ I should have been 
happy to have had an opportmdty of maidiig her 
acqttainted with Lady Sandyford."^ 

'^ She'^s ben die house with the Baronet and his 
grandmother,^ replied Miss Mizy. 

'^ Sister,^ cried the Laird, ^ gang aiid tell her 
to come butt, to see my Leddy.^ 

'^ Ye ken,^ said Miss Mizy, winlong to her 
brother, ^^ that she cannot with {propriety leave 
 our guests by themselves.^ 

^^ What for no ? Surely wePre no to stand en 
such perknicketties wi^ the like o^ MlKrdia Docksen 
and her oye."" 

The Earl and Countess exohai^ed' looks with 
Sir Archibald and Lady Margaret. 

But his Lordship in a moment said, *^ I beg 

, y0u, wjU not request Miss Cimningham to leave 

your friends. Sir Andrew Wylie is a person of 

, ..such personal worth, that neither Lady Sandy-^ 

> Ibrd nor I could possibly allow ourselves to be the 

cause of any thing towards him that might be con- 
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sinied into a want of dae consideration for Hm 
high character and extraordinary talents.^ 

The Laird did not v-ery well understand this, 
nor what answer to make to die £arl; but h^ 
was relieved fioni his ^nbarrassment hy ^ Ar* 
^hibald saying, ^^ It was our intention to have 
paid our respects to die Baronet, and. to. invite 
him to dine at Anchinward to-morrow, where 
perhaps, Craighmds, you will do us the &Tour to 
accompany him.*" 

Lady Margaret at <he same time addressed her- 
self to Miss Misy, and expressed her hope th^t 
she was not engaged, and would, with Miss Cuih 
ningham, be of the party. Miss Mi^ at. on^ 
accepted the invitation ; but the Laird was not 
altogether pleased to find our hero considered so 
much on an equali^ with himself and Seepaed 
reluctant to consentr 

*^ Ye .maun excuse me the mom. Sir Archi- 
bald^"^ said he, *' for it'^s no vera convenient to me 
just at this juncture.^ 

The £arl, suspecting the motive of the Laird> 
hesitation, said adroitly to the Countess, ^^ If 
Mr Cunningham cannot come, it will be unnecec- 



kiay ib send the eaxnige f(^ Sif Andyev, as the 
ladies will perhaps bring the Baronet with thc^.*" 

Miss Mizy, who, from the time she had been 
conciliated by our hero in London» considered 
him in a favourabfe light, was not, however, pre- 
pared to go sttch lengths at onee as this, and with 
ctmsiderable dexterity replied, addressing Sir Ar- 
chibdd, " My brother will see how he is liie inom, 
and if the weather^s goody bell maybe come with 
us.'" 

The visitors were at no loss to ascribe this eva- 
sion to the propa* motive. But Miss Mizy was 
not allowed to get off so easily ; for Lady Mar- 
garet said to the Countess, ^* Yon had still as 
well send yoor coach. It will bring the whok 
party ; and perhaps Miss Mizy, in that case, wffl 
have the kindness to make my compliinents to the 
BiEuronet'^s grandmother, and siq^ I diall be happy 
to see her along with them.^ 

The Labd and his siister were equally a«» 
founded, and knew not welt what answer tomidi^ 
"when the Earl sdid, ^* I tMnk, as Sir Aiidrew and 
the old lady is in the house, the busimesi diaidd 
be settled at onoe.'^ 
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Leddy I Marthft Dockea » le^dy T tho^^. 
Cnuglands to himselfi 

<< Leddy ! Martha Docken a leddy V* ihoitgfat 
Miss Mizy also. 

But the current,' into which thar wandering 
thoughts were running, was stopped by Sir Aiei^ 
bald asking the Earl, if his Lordshq^ eoujd vw^ 
the freedom with his fiiend the Baronet to dis- 
turb him while at dinner, for otherwise the olg^ 
of their drive to Stoneyhohn would be frustrated. 
This reminded Lord Sandyford that they had 
drawn the Laird and Miss Misy from the table^ 
and with his most gracious and conciliating man- 
ner, he expressed his regret to have b^n the cause 
of disturbing them. He then turned to Sir Archi- 
bald, and with the best look and voice of sincerity 
that he could assume, he added, ^^ Although my 
friend, Sir Ancbrew, is one of the best humoured 
men living, yet, considering the distinction and 
4fafe*ence to which he is accustomed, I should al- 
most hesitate to take so great a liberty. But per- 
haps dus lady,^ said his Lordship, turning to Misp 
Mizy, ** wiU take the trouMe, merely in an inci- 
dental manner, to let him know that loidy Sandy- 
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ftfd h in the house. He will come at onee« I 
kudWf to see her Ladyship.^ 

It was with some difficulty that the Countess 
aind'Lady Margaret could preserve their gravity, 
1^ seemg the vacant astonishment with which the 
Lakd and his sister exchanged looks^ on hearing 
Murthft Doekdn'^s grandson spoken of by an Earl 
with such consideration. 

Miss Mi2iy^ however, without saying^ a word, 
l«66i and go!*!gmto Ae dising-voom^ told ilie 
BaMMet, with a degree of diffidence^ whieh^ even 
eld M^Biytha' herself observed, lliat Lord and La^ 
S^yfinrd were iri the drawhug-reem with Sir Ai^- 
ehibAld and Lady Man^aretMayfoole, who' weife 
desirous of beuig introd^ced to Mm. 

Our hero, who was amused by the chmge in Miss 
Mizy V deportment, mstendy rose and joined the 
party in the drawing^room,«from which he letoned 
in thfe course of a few minutes, and siod to Mitiy, 
<^ Miss Cunningham, you must grant-me a jhvov^. 
The. Countess of Sandyford wishes to be mtre* 
dtieed to: you • i^^^ me to lead yeu to her Led- 
dy^jp."^ 

Mary rose insliactilvdy, aiNt Sir Andrew, in 
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the moment, foi^tiiig that he had as finr ,iw paa* 
sible resumed his rustic mamiers, led her awtjr % 
the hand, to the utter amazement of hi$ gnmdiao* 
ther, while Miss Mizy followed, leaving the oU 
woman alone. Her surprise, however, was nothing 
to that of the Laird, when he saw them enter to-^ 
gether ; and especially when, after leading Mary 
to the Countess, the Earl introduced the Baronet 
to Sir Archibald, as his most particular and .es- 
teem^ friend,' and the person, to whcfizv^f aQl 
others, he considered himself under the greateflt; ' 
obligationB. Lady Margaret was then introduced 
to him by Sir Archibald, when she expressed her 
wish that be would bring his grandmother with 
him to dinner next day. 

^ That, I fear, will not be in my power,!^ was 
the reply. ^^ She is an old woman, with very just 
and discreet notions of her condition, and I would 
be sorry to put her out of her own way ; but of 
the honour, Leddy Margaret, I am very deeplf 
iensiUe.^ 

It was then arranged that Lord Sandyfordls 
carriage should be sent over next day to Stonq^ 
holm, for Sir Andrew and the Craiglands family, 



aftd tte ViBitOTs soon after retired. The Earl pto* 
pd^efi f0 die CouBtessy before quitting the houfe^ 
AM! they shouU be introduced to ^^ the pid hidy ;"' 
fette Sir. AoAeyr interfked ^' Not yet,"^ «aid he* . 
^* It IB neeesaoy that I fihould prepare her in 
some d^ree for the honour you intend.^ And in 
saying these words, he handed her Ladyship to 
llie carriage. 

On returning into the house, he accompanied 
iSnB Laird and the two ladie& back to the dining- 
room, where Craiglands endeavoured against the 
grain to rouse himself into some, feeling of defe- 
rence and respect. 

Nothing farther of any consequence took place 
that afternoon. The Baronet tried to entertain 
the Land by answering, as circumstantiaUy as pos- 
«iHe, his manifold inquiries respecting London, 
and seemed in some degree to gain upon his good 
will ; but there was a visible restraint on the whole 
patty, and neither seemed to feel quite at ease 
Miss Mizy was disconcerted ; for the consideration 
which her noble visitors had shewn towards her 
goesBts, she felt as a tacit reproof to her own defi- 



eumcy^ , old MoedHt vm endnidy oqI «f iM til%t 
mfliit-; md MatT ff wnniiiglmw ibm fftrwMiriwitbwhT 
6ettt Mid thoughtful, wondering. blJust ownitniM 
idiat was ta be theissue of. «U; the iwngiilaK.i^tfl^ 
rest which ihe^ietiiMAitfWhceKerfleinedtaiid^^^^ 
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CHAPTER XXII. 



OKIPFLB JANET. ^ 



% 



Ik the twiliglit Andrew walked home with his 
gnendioodier to her cottage, where he had invited 
die ^Mister to' supper. As they were ^lowly.plod- 
ding from the Craiglands-gate to the village^ the 
old wMian^ireTertttig to the occurrences of the 
djBfy exhorted^imiio to be liflted up, but to be of 
t^' lowly hesrt, nand to^ walk sob^ly, and keep a 
tftidy hand, that heiaigbtrbe aUe^^ to carry the 
cup whicl\ the Xioard had fiHed to overflowing, I 
fii^^i^espBcted to £ve to see the day when I should 
^if/down ^h you at Oaiglands^ table, and be 
«balied on w footing with the fiunily.'" But the 
Smmet^Biiiindjwas^intent im other things,, and 
Midh ofr htPfiioits admonitions was hesa^ unheed- 
ed, and left no trace behind. 
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As they approacHed the door of her limnble 
dwelluig, he observed an old woman with a staff 
in her hand, sitting on the low dry stonewall which 
connected the cottage with its neighbour. She 
was in Sabbath cleanness, but her apparel was old 
and tattered ; neyertheless, it presented some of 
the relics of better days. She wore a small black 
silk bonnet, embrowned with the sunshine of many 
summers ; her cloak, which had once been scar- 
let, was changed into a dingy crimson, tattered 
and patched in several places, and her check apron, 
neat &om the fold, was ragged, and old, and very 
mean. 

When our hero and old Martiia drew near, the 
modest beggar turned aside her ftce, as if ashamed 
that Sir Andrew should recognixe her, while the. 
place she had chosen shewed that she was there 

patiently waiting his return home. 

if 

'^ Ye maun gie her saxpenoe, Fse warrant, An- 
drew,^ said Martha, on observing her, ^^ for auld 
lang syne ; poor body, she^s noo greatly faiTt In 
her needcessity she was obligated to sell her whed ; 
indeed it was nae langer ef ony use to her, for Ap 
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had got anonoome in the right aim, and couldna 
-^pin.'' 

, ^^ Who is^t?^ said the Baronet, roused fit>m his 
rererie by the observations of his grandmother. 
, *' Poor cripple Janet, ye ken. Do ye no mind 
haw you and Charlie Pierston keepit a stand' w? 
her at Kilwinning Fair ? Mony a bUthe night you 
and him had at her fire^side, for she was aye kind 
to a^ the laddies.^ 

Sir Andrew felt a pang of inexpressible sorrow 
quiver through his heart, at seeing the old woman 
in a state of beggary ; but instead of giving her a 
sixpence, he went up to her and shook her kindly 
by the hand. ^ I€s a lang time, Janet, since you 
and me were marrows in the stand at the Ffur,* 
said he; « but I have had a better trade by th« 
hand, and ye should be nane the waur o^t Gran- 
nie here tells me ye^re no so able to work as ye 
were in yon days. I^m really sorry that I didiift 
hear o^ this sooner, but 111 try to mak up forH ; 

» 

only i think ye might hae gart the master drop 
me a line before it came to this.^ 

, Janet took up the tail of her apron, and wipii^ 
her ^es, irhich his kindness had made to over* 
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floify said, ^* I touUaar tbink oVfisdung yon,; and 
I had a hope that it would hae pleased the Xiord 
tovtake me to hiuiser before it was his will, formy 
good hereafter, to bend me down to seek an ahnous 
fiae ony bqdie ; bat I couldna bdp it^^-auld age, 
ttid BESb ladling iirm,^ soon made'my bit beUd toom 
o^ plgnishiiig ; and when a"* was gone, what.obuld 
I.do, fev I ooidd neitherwork nor want '?^ 

** 'Deed, Janet,*^ repUed Martha, " nobody says 
•rvAinks that-it was idleset which.brought you to 
the lon^e ;- fet we a^ ken it was a sore night that, 
aftre yecoaldbiang your mind to gang out in the 
mauling. Mmy a saut tear and heavy heart) was 
in the Cladbaa that day, sJt the sight of one that 
had. floekmg. elded to keep up an- appearance, at 
last obl%ed to. go from door to door. But, Janet, 
ibidrew will' da something fi>r you, and I'm Iplithe 
tDraqrit^fi^^biB power, as I hope belt no laek of 
ibftiincliafldon.''^ 

- . ^^.N»o tliat I had got the better o* iike shame,^ 
iiG^ed.lhef poor..oU creature, << I maun just 
warsle on ; the ne%hbours are a"* as kind to me as 
Aey caaaffinrd;. Kiriily tiaist that the Lord will 
aoieaiia na to grawLbedrid>«-HifaatV Jioo a? in diis 
world that I fear."" 



<< But if He 8hpul4s^ T^U^ ^^ heto^ dx^^a^ 
ingly, ^^ Hell send some kindly band to tidpjou.? 

*^ Ay, 60 I (bought anee,"". sud Jaoet^ ^^ anyd so 
I would fmn h(^:sjill, for be bas been gimoious to 
ine even in beggary, disposing tbe bearts of ey^ 
body to cpmpasfflon and sympatby ; but vih&a Mm 
Pierston gaed away firae tbe W^ood^dde to liy^ in 
Glasgow^ I lost a good fnend ; sbe would ne^er 
bae aUoo^t me to die in neglect. Hpwsever^ poor 
leddy^ sbe bad ber t^n trials ; &r yotu old coibp 
panion Cbarlie, ber son, pesrisbed tbe. pack) and 
tbey say bas spoused bis fortune and gone to 
Indy ; Fm sure, gang wbere b^ wiU, a bleesing 
will attend bim* f<»: be bad a leil heart ; aadliiae 
a notion that mine wai^na tbe sairest in' tib^.parish 
when we beard of bis ganging, abroad ; for evar 
^nce Miss Maiy Cunningham Itmt thait it wpi^nie 
that keepit tbe stand at die Fair fer yau and bin^ 
she's been ayekind^and kiad«r ; andher and me 
bas mony i^ crack about you and bun, whfen I gifisg 
on the Saturdays to The Place.'' 

/' Thejr would bae been a braw couple,^ 
our biraro's grandmother ; <^ and I ne'er fae» 

TOL. III. I 
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ifDO A rigbtt l)ecaiBe Ibor IMtiM M«ry %»2% 86 Ad^ 
to ft^ her ^tlier joes."* 

Andirew VA8 not entirely pleased wilii this io- 
ftmifttkm ; Ibr aMhougli persoiided tlnit no attadi^ 
meiit liad eaoBted on the portof Pieratofi, it was 
{KMSfiible Aat Mary Cimniiigliam might have ch^ 
^ked ftomeea^ ftSeetioii for Mm ; ^odhe was on 
Hie t)oiBt df ^ttmung away, ia Ibe absftnee of tibe 
mo^cM produbed hy iSbe remark of tiie ^Id wo*. 
ilABXi, w^itMi grandmotlier again reminded Urn to 
gi^ Jkinet'semetliing: ^Aiiliamed of -Ms inatten* 
tioA, he immedifttdy saSd, ^^ No ;. toy auldtsopart^ 
^r maufina recave sie '^Ste ony mair ;*-Jaaet, 
ye^ dome liame and %a3c your sapper wi** as ; and 
as tte maister's to be there, w^^ oonsdit wi"* him 
^nrhat^s best to be done for you,'' 

'** Na, na,^«xchdmed the poor oB woman, burst** 
ing ^Btiddeiily. kto 4eiffs, '^ ril no do diat ; I can- 
tia noo i^t dowh^m an equdity wi' ony body that 
I hae fashed for alms. ^lli)o^s^a6^ndLd)eryett 
nor your grandm^hifer wf my ^mfnAliy V'Tiat wlurt- 
Isoi^er you and the m^iiter ai^conteHttodo for me, 
ril ixk in th^iJdUifess $ 1^ it has fhk^ the 



tiOK&*«li«rtiie iM nidi die buiaiiiiitloii of beg- 
gary, and I'm resigned to His wift. I <woti]d /fiiki 
itapoyhmeiieit^ dMt Hell «o jud( ^eim^ i&itTAgh'' 

Vi^etL dog at a dytonifla i * that^s w» Mk^mfff^mA- 
ety.** 

The Baronet was deeply affected by the low- 
liness of diis burst of affliction, and the honest 
«ense of pride that it breathed. 

Mardia i^^ain assured the mendicant that die 
would be taken care of. ^^ Though it werena in 
the pow^ of Andrew,^ said she, ^* to do the need- 
fuly that's mony kindly neighbours, Janet, that 
respect you ; and we a' diink that what has been 
your case may be our ain, s(f ye shouldna be just 
so cast down, but come away and tak a bit of our 
supper." 

^^ No the night," replied Janet, drying her eyes 
— ^^^ no the night :" and rising from the wall on 
whidi she had been resting, she moved to go 
homeward, which was in a dififerent direction from 
dutt of Martha's cottage. 

Our heiD then gave her what silver he had about 
hnn, saying, " Tak that, Janet, for erls of some- 
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thing betler ; and be sine and come to gmmie-s 
in the morning.^ 

The unhappy creature could not speak^ but 
grasped his hands in both hers, and watered them 
.^th the tears of her gratitude. 



r . ' 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



TjH£ FIES-S19E. 



In the meantime the Craiglands family were dia- 
aissing the events of the day ; and the Labd was 
not the least dogmatical of the group^ aldiough 
peihaps not the wisest. '^ I dinna understand,'*' 
said he^ ^^ a' this waric about Martha Docken^s 
oye. That En^^dah Lord and his Leddy mid^ him 
jdce-fellow wi' themselves ; but the Englishers, as 
it is wed known, are no overladen with discretion 
""-that'^s a certain fact But how Andrew came to 
the degree of a Bauronet, is a thing I would fain 
hear the rights o\ Howsever, Fm thinking that 
your Bauronets noo-a-days are but, as a body would 
say, the scum that^s cast uppermost in times o^ 
war and trouble."^ * 
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^^ Ay, but, brother,^ said Miss Mizy, " Sir An- 
drew's a great and wealthy man, and a Member of 
Parliament ; and ye hae heard how Mary and 
me found him on a footing with the Duchess of 
DashingweQ, and a' the nobility, which was just 
confounding;' 

" Ye have said sae,'' replied the Laird; '* but 
everybody kens that IHicfaesseis especially o' the 
English breed, are nae better than they should 

^ But you fo(rget, m^ intexpoded Mary, <^ that 
Lady Margaret is sister4ilJaw to her Gbmce ; and 
w'hen she gave us letiers to the Dochesi^ she not 
only assured us libat she was aladyof unblemiUw 
ed liononr) Ind^ beloved and esteemed by all het 
friends.* 

^^ Ye woiildnai Jui^ hae had Ledfctf Marga^ 
ret,^ said the Laird, ^ to spetdc ill of her ain kith 
and kill." 

'^ But Sir Andrew,?* resumed Misd Miiy, *^ ht» 
niade a great fortune, and haa bought die estate 
ofWyUfc^' 

" Is't paid for ?^ interrupted the Laird. " I 
would like to ken that.'*' 
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. « I.obovOdtkwk,'' siadM«ry»^Bdeatfy> '^ that 
kj^^must |)e a miuft of merili and idiilky ; fer you 
koQw, fik> that bo had but lua o^ro conduct for hia 
P^lBr<«^aiid be bas aequixed hotb riishQS and bo 

<< But bow £d be aoqpiire tbem ?"* ciied the 
i;^i«d, sharply* ^^ A»y bocly may acquire xidMa 
aiid honoiur !--*tbe road is opei\ baith to gcnde 
aiad scsnple. But^ thanks he and prai«e» the de« 
i^iHMnraws «re no just able yet to mak diemlselvea 
l^en o* fiwaily/' 

^ ^^ It is not likely that Sir Andrew is a demor 
crat ; peithev loM as90ciates nor bis inc]i»alions, or 
{. am much nrntaken*"" replied Mary, ^' lie that 
way.'' 

^' Wha made you a ju<%e f^ esebdmed die 
Laird.. 

^^ I do not affect any judgment in the matter/' 
was the answer ; ^* I only think— ^—'' 

^^ What business hae ye to think ? la't not aa 
dear as a pike-staff that trade and traffic are to be 
the ruin o' this country. In a few years^ it*a my 
opinion, theyll nq be sic a thing as a gentlnnan. 
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Ther^^s thflt poor mei(iii*8pmted body Mon&gr^en, 
«liB iras aye ettling to improve and improlre Us 
landd, like a common farmer, and wImi cut down 
the fine auld trees o^ his grandfktliier^s planting, 
to set «p his sons as Glasgow merchants— «What 
has he made o^t ? His auld son, RoMn,' diey s&y, 
stands behint a counter ^eing out waW to^tam«- 
bourers. Willy, the second, is awa' wi' a pa^ 
among the niggers to the West Indies ; and his 
only dochter, she^s drawn up wi^ a manufacturer, 
which in broad Scotch means just a weaver. In 
another generation, a* that we^U hear o^ the auld 
respectit family of Monkgreen, will be something 
about a sowan-cog or a sugar-ho^t. I wouldna 
be surprised to see a decking o^ blackent weans 
coming hame frae Jamaica, crying ^ Massa-gran- 
pa* to Monkgreen yet, before he died— it's a judg- 
ment he weel deserves.'' 

" I am surprised, my dear father, that you en- 
tertain such prejudices against those who rise in 
the world by their talents and merits. The found- 
^Ws of all fiimilies must have sprung originally ftom 
the peo^de," said Maty, with a persuasive accent^^ 
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** True> Mioy, my dear--4hat's very tmc,r 
rcfi^ed the Laird ; ^^ but there's some di$»eiiM 
between a family come of the sword, and ane o!> 
the shuttle.'* . 

. " Ay, brother ; but Sir .Andrew Wylie's no 
&ae the loom, but the law,^ said Miss Misy. 

^' That's ten times waur,'' cried the Laird* 
^V Every body kens that lawy^ is just another 
name for cheater. Wasna I obligated to. pity Jam^ 
Gottera seventeen pounds oddshillings fov outlay, 
and the price of the cow that happened to.die^ by 
me accidentally poking my stick in her qV when 
she was riving down the hedge ? Was ,th^ ever 
such injustice heard o'?-*-and that came^o' the 

^^ I doubt, sir,'^ said Mary, '^ that wjith thes€» 
saitiments you and the Baronet are not lively to 
become very intimate.'' 

^^ Bauronet ! Bauronet ! What gars thq. lassie 
aye cast up that Bauronet to me ; 1 dinna like to 
hear sic havers. Bauronet ! — Set himup^and shu ve 
him forward. Martha Docken's oye a Bauronet r 

The conTenation contuiued in.tlus strain for 



some -thne, tSSt Misd Mi^ agidii renJifl^ her 
brodier thut Sit Andrew had bonghl the WyBfe 
esute. *^ They lay,^ Mdd she, <^ flkal he ]^ 
nair than thirty thousand pounds for^t.'* 

" Barrow't money ! Barrofw't money !^ esidi&n- 
ed the Laird. ^^ What's to hinder fi^frae buy- 
ing estates "with heritable boncU ?^ 

^< But the Baronet,** — ^Mary was procee^g to 
say, when her &ther intemq)ted her peevidily. 

" Bauronet again ! Wilt f ou ne'er deraul With 
that B&uronetting ? Tak him to you tod hl» Bm- 
tonetcy*** 

<^ I*m sure she may get far waur^** yepHed Miss. 
Mizy ; ^* for he*s a sensible man, and ye saw how 
he was deferred to by the Lord and his Leddy, 
and how Sir Archibald and Leddy Mai^aretmade 
o* him." 

<^ They hae their ain ends for that,** retorted the 
Laird. 

^^ Ends ! Whftt ends ?** cried Miss Mi^y, rai«. 
sing her voice. 

<< Ends here, or ends theTe,'^TepKed thd Laird^ 
doggedly, ^^ it*s time to end this cKshmacIanrei^ ; I 
wanttohearnae mair o*^ so dinnafash me.^ And 



wUi x^kals iMleanfc hi& head loideop jhlueasy diairi 
l^'^eoDun^ feU aileep. 
. ^f I vQuler)^ said Mary^ in a fnppreittd Yoifie, 
to her aimty '^ vhiuk can inabe.]Djr £idier chmsh 
such andpathy again Sir Andrew.^ k 

'^ li^B no so meiUe against him, as it^s against 
the new-made gentry in g^ieral,^^ said Miss Mizy. 

^' I^m no sleeping,^ said the Laird, by way of 
admonishing them to refrain &om the subject; 
and raising himself, he added, ^^ I have been think* 
ing on what we were discoursing about ; and, sis- 
ter, if Sir Andrew make's a proposal to you, Til no 
object to the match.^ 

*^ Me r exclaimed the elderly maiden—-*' Pro- 
posals to me r 

Mary laughed, and said, '^ How do you imagine, 
sir, that he has any such intention ?^ 

'^ I saw wi^ the tail o^ my e^e that he was unco 
couthy with her mair than ance^*^ 

** Brother,^ replied Miss Mizy,"^ how can sic an 
absurdity enter your head ?^ 
. *^Then what the deevil mak^s you sae hyte.|^ 
.: ^bmt tbe.£dlow ?"* cried the Laurd. <' But we'll 
se^ what's to happen ;-— a^ I can say is, 111 no ob- 
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jek ; fyt xedly^ sister^ ye hue nae time to spsre.^ 
And chuckling with delight at this farilliflnt saUy, 
the LaiidToee, and, lifting one of the candles, left 
the ladies £>r some time to discuss the sulgect hy 
themselves. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



A SEBVING LASS. 



The maid-sezrant who looked into the dining- 
iroom, to tell Miss Cunningham of Lord and 
Lady Sandyford, vaa no ordinary diaracter in her 
walk of life. Except once, to see the draoghl 
race on the Saturday of Marymas Fair at Irvine, 
she had never been out of the jurisdiction of the 
parish of Stoneyhohn. In her appearance she 
was, even for her condition, uncommonly rustic ; 
but random gleams of shrewdness and intelli- 
gence occasionally shewed that she was not alto- 
gether the simpleton whidi her acquaintance in 
general thought. Her father was the parish 
beadle, or betherd, as that dignitary is caDed in 
Scotla&d, and in addition to the wonted duties of 
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his office, followed as a profession the cdliitg of a 
weaver. 

While she was a little pA numing about the 
doors, Mr Tannyhill happened to be pleased with 
some whimsical trait in her playfulness, and took 
her under his own particular care, teaching her 
not only aU the little that he commonly taught 
the other childrea ; but finding, her apt, and pos- 
sessed of a taste for reading, he instructed her in 
the Latin lanptfige^ and in time prodii^ what 
he considered a niQit aocompliflhed (htmA st^ 
lar. Bdl Laiipit, bow0?ei^ ac^uveed no. Une 
stoddngatni: idle grew up to woananh^ Imeifti* 
scioiis of any superior sttainm^sats^ and was mo^ 
olhetwiie distinguished from her conq^ona, thud 
by being perhaps a litde less atftcnl^Te to drcxa^. 

About the age of ei^teen sher wa* l^wcLyitP^ 
the Ciaiglands family^ ns an undar-h^uwiviid; 
andyahfi m^;]it, aft the period of whi<A we aie now 
speaking, be dttcribed 4a a qn^eivlooking ^ri^ 
with ragged locks, long red legs, a short jupe, 
and a merry ey«. In the capacity, however, of a 
sfwant, the advanti^es of the educiMion. which 



▼arious wirjns* Instead of singixig mebdious dil^ 
ties, like her oompanioiu, to cheer the tadts of 
fe»mseiiold dradgery. Bell coimnonly repeated 
dottd to herself the choicest passages of tl^ Eag- 
lish loid classic poets ; and it vas not udcoibiboii 
to hear her, in bottling small beer^ joyously re*^ 
cite^ as she turned the cock, some sodal verse 
from Anacreon or Horace. One forenoon^ a skovt 
time before Sir Andrew-s retun^ when ve hap*^ 
pened to call at The Piaee, and were mdiiced by 
the Laird to stay dinner^ we heard har, as she 
picked a fowl that was pnt to death on em acr 
eaaxAf declaim, wMi good emphasis, ibe whole of 
Diyden\9 Ode.^ Suiting the action to Ae woid> she 
tore the figatliera with appropiiate iSBUioii to the 
craned endiusiaam of th^ poetry ; nor would It be 
easy to iiaagine a finer buist of femroor^ &m ibtt 
eneigy with which die flourished the hen by the 
t^ round her head^ as she ^etclaimed, 



<' And rouse him like a rattling peal of thunder 



•A 
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But for all this, hor merits as a housemaid ware 
not of a high order; on the contrary^ when we 
^[pressed our admiration of her aocomplishmente 
to Miss Mizy, that thrifty Udy declared she was ^ 
^^ a glaikit and neglectfu^ tawpy, that couldna be 
trusted to soop the house, if a book or a ballad 
was left in her way.*" 

Among other endowments, Bell enjoyed ftom 
nature an irresistible propensity to commuiiicate 
to others some account of whatever she heard or 
saw. Lord and Lady Sandyford'^s visit, with the 
consideration in which it was understood they 
treated Sir Andrew, sent her cackling to the vil« 
lage, as soon as she obtained Miss Mizy^s permis- 
sion. to go out, on the wonted pretext of every 
inidd--servant^s Sunday evening excursions, both in 
townandcountry, that is, to see her parents. And 
about the time that our hero and his grandmother 
were conversing with cripple Janet, she was ex- 
patiating with all the elocution of her nature, ta 
a numerous assemblage of the villagers, on the 
events which had that day taken place at the 
Craiglands. 
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The result of her narratiye did credit ta the 
sagacity of her auditors, for they came to the una- 
nimous condusion, that % Andrew and Miss 
Mary would be speedily married, as they were, no 
doubt, betrothed to each other from the time that 
the young lady, with her aunt, had visited Lon- 
d&a. This idea was, in part, su^ested by some 
observations which the erudite Bell had made, 
while assisting Robin Taigle to serve the table 
during dinner. But although it was in so far her 
own suggestion, it yet, nevertheless, operated 
upon her with the force of a new impietus, and she 
could no more re&ain &om indulging herself in 
the delight of being the first to tell the news to 
her fellow-servants, than in the other case she 
could withstand her propensity to inform her pa- 
rents and the neighbours, of every circumstance 
tihat she had seen or guessed respecting the visit 
of the English Lord and his Lady. 

It happened, however, that Bell, in her ea- 
gerness to be delivered of the tidings with 
which her fancy was so big, rushing brimfiil 
into the servants' hall, did not observe that 



Mlsa Miarjr was there in^ectifig a eloget with a 
candle. 

" O^ wiat wiB I teH you a' !** wa» her exehma-' 
tioa ; ^ Sir Andrew^s come dowfifitKm Lcmdon to 
be married to our Miss M$arf,'^ 

" What's tVii saying, B*1V cried Miss WB^, 
atartmg from the closet, and Mowing out the can« 
dk as she set it down on the taUe, 

*' 'Deed, mistress, . it'fe a' the dattcr of the? 
town?— what a* say maun be true," was the reply. 
. With whatever sensation9 Miss Mizy received 
this information, she said nothing to the servants, 
but went immediatdy to the £i^g-room, wher6 
the Laird was sitting asleep in his easy chair, 
while Miss Mary was reading aloud to him (me 
ef Blair'^s sermons. 

'* Mary, what do ye think that haverel jillet. 
Bell Lampit, has heard in the ckehan ?^ said 
Miss Mizv, in a sort of exullSng whisper. 

Mary shut the book, and the Laird turned his 
head to the other side of. the easy chair, as if in 
his slumber he sought the sound which had lulled 
him aaleep. 



A fll£&YtK^. X ASS. 21 1 



. «*;Hof »h«14 I kwow ?" x«pl»d the jovmg 
lady, somewhat surprised at the spirits into ^diich 
^ Qfw», sciiSDied to kaane xmed her aunt 
^ ^^ Tb^7 sagr ye^re to be saahied tut Sir Abi- 
^w f exdbidbni^ Miss Misy^ Iifiiaglier bauds 'm 
toicfft of. the adjairatilinL with which she enjoyed 
the intelligence, and the txiximpli whtd. ii gaye 
bar over het nie«e» who had so, often sifighted her 
pflcognosti^tio&fi wiib Respect to hk grandeor and 
greatness. 

i Mary laii^ed, and said» *^ I diwld not won«- 
dj^ if tbe story has taken its rise ftosa daft Jamie, 
whd, in the ftihiess of his. heart, finr the sixpence 
he ^t firom Sir Andrew> advised me to. marry 
him;\ 

But hev mirth was not so deep as her heart, 
and she experienced the influence of a strange 
presenthnent.thxiU through aU itspukes, m oon*^ 
nexion with a sudden rush into her £mey, of 
ercry incident associated m her recollection with 
the image of our hera 

. ^^ I wonder what, your father wffl sary till'^t,'^ 
eried Miss Mixy ; and she moved roimd towwii 
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tbe euy chair, fiir the parpoae of toamg the 
Laird. 

But Mary inteqmod, aqring^ ^^ I $am mstftiaei 
that yoa should be so takeaup irith diis nonseiiss 
— -I beg you won^t distaib my fitther-^^-eoffiridsf 
his pigudiees. It will only ^ez him to soppose 
siidi a thing possible.^ 

^' PoflHBoble !^ exclaimed Miss Misy ; *^ my 
lass, ye may be thankfu^ if yell get the offer— to 
be the Lady of that Ilk — ^Na, na, Mary, it'*s no to 
be eiqtectit that a Baronet, hand and glove wT 
Lords and Dodiesses yonder,irill come firae Lon* 
dcm to speir your price.^ 

^< I am astonished to hear you speak so lightly 
c£ such a thing,^ replied Miss Cunningham ; ^' for 
I am persuaded, that if the creature Wheelie were 
to offer, there is not one in the world would be 
more disposed to send him off with a dmrt answer 
than yourself.^ 

^^ It^s my fear he^ll no try,^ was the tartish an« 
swer of the old lady ; ^^ so ye needna, Mary Cun- 
ningham, gie yoursel sic airs^--«nd ca' the grapes 
•i>ur that ye canna reach— like the tod in Esop's 



£dbl&<^So I will tell your father, for it's but right 
and proper to prepare him for the news.^ 

Mary made no answer, but rising abruptly, sud- 
deaidy quitted the room, while Miss Mizy, going 
round to the easy chair, shook the Laird awake. 



i 
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A DEBATE. 



<6 



SisTEE,^ said the Laird, rubbiiig his eyes as 
Miss Mizy disturbed his slumber, '^ what for will 
ye no let a body sleep ? Ye ne^er devaul, wi* ae 
thing or another, frae keeping me in het water.^ 

^^ I wonder how ye can think o^ dozing at that 
gait ; it'^s enough to turn your brains to oil,^ re- 
plied his sister. ^^ But there^s great news in the 
town. 

^^ Ay, and what are they P Is Boney pat otk 
0^ the way at last ?^ said Craiglands, rousing him- 
self into as much life as possible. 

*^ It^s something fiur more extraordmar,^ re- 
plied Miss Mizy, <^ and what Tm no thinking 
yell be so wed pleased to hear.^ 



^ How do ye ten trfadtfaer Tl ht #eel or ill 
pleased ?^ retorted the Laird peevishly. ^ Ifs 
an aiioo thing Aat ye maim ^e be iurgol^bargoL 
ing tri' ime in Chat gait I <;an p^ nae test for 
you by night or by day.** 

^ I ken Tcry 'weel,'' in a lone qmte us «harp, 
mas Miss Micy^a «nimet ; ^< and every body hens 
•dmt, diat kens yota.^ 

" Every body kens, Miss Mi«y, that thon's a 
cankeiy ereature) and ths^ had thou no been sae, 
Im^^ttaiebeenquate'theelMigisyne^ btitnae 
fool cast, up that would be -^ihed wi* thee."" 

'^ Wed, weel) maybe ye'U no be muckle hnger 
plagued wi^ me ; for if the news are true that I 
hanre heaid, Til soM.hae a better stemfing J^ 
myseL"^ 

^ Tfaie nuom be -great mws, indeed^"^ said the 
Laird, with an accent approaehing to the tone d£ 
wctni&t, *^ And ^(4iat are they ? If maun be an 
ill ^dnid ^ somebody that will bis/w sic good to 

the CiraigiandB.^ • 

*' An p wiU hae^, yiBrfiliU*i*e?t,''^etorted-tte 
|asify^«<%nded ga^womaii. ^ Hbey say Sk 
Andrew and your dochter*s to be married.'" 
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<^ Wha dtgres to say the like o' that ?^ cxf^ 
the Laird. 

'^ There noo ! ye see what I foretold^s eoni^ to 
pass,^ exclaimed Miss Mizy. ^^ Didna I tell joh 
that the tidings boded nae daffin*^ to you ?^ • ^ 

^^ And how do you know whether they bode 
daffin^ or dule ?^ replied Oraiglaiids, a little taken 
aback. '^ A** that I can say id, that I diima be- 
lieve ae word o't," 

^^ It^s very little to the purpose whether ye 
believe it or no ; Imt if the marriage is. to be, what 
will ye sae till^t ?^ rejoined Miss Mixy. 

^^ I^m sure it would be a kittle questieoi for me 
to answer,*" retorted the Laird, ^^ gin there was 
ony sic benisonin the bargain as a clear, house p" 
thee. But it's no a thing of ony sort d" probabiUty 
at a\ and Mary Cunningham would neVr. tiyst 
hersel without my conivance.^ 

^^ As for that,^ cried Miss Mizy, triumphiiig 
in the commotion whieh the news had evidently 
raised in her brother^s mind, '^ she^s bar fadier^s 
ain bairn, a chip o^ the auld block ; and if s my 
opinion, that were Sir Andrew really to make aa 
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oi^, she would refuse him, out of the contrarie 
qsirit that she mherits 6ae^— 111 no stLj wha.^ 

^^ IViizy, thou hadst ne^er a gude woid o^ ony 
1)ody)^ replied the Laird ; ^^ and it says but little 
for ihee to misliken thy ain niece, who is baith a 
gudd4empered and an ob^ent lassie, twa things 
that neV could be said o^ that side o^ the house 
that yeVe cratie o\'** 

^ Weel, hand your ain part gude, brother ; 
but unless Tm &r wrang,^.was the lady^s empha^ 
tic reply, *^ yell maybe find, if the matter comes 
to a trial, wha^s in the right."" 

The Laird, instead of responding, stretched 
out his hand, and taking his staff, which stood ait 
his side, knocked sharply on the floor. 

^^ What do you want ?^ inquired his sister. 

But, instead of answering her question, he re- 
peated the knocking, and Robin Taigle appeared 
to his summcms. 

** Gar ane o^ the lasses,^ said his master, ^^ tell 
my dochter to step this way."" 

" What do you want wi* her f^ ezdaimed Miss 
Msty. 

rou III. X 
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*< IVft iiM* tuAatymui it's aoM «£ yfmJmmr 
iies», fe» ye>e ^ut Iter vvntf^'-Htttlii tbm^lt i)7 (; 

IlM)i& katlM^ Rti»ed) ia «he couroi; 0f ulNMit 
n imnttte aftef) tlM idinll tangM.df BdBbldilpit 
Wfts lieaid ^»yii^^ M die fiM o^ the 8lWr ^ Hi^^ 
Miss Mary^^eoine d^tm, andpadifydtt LtMir'CMr 
lie's imd wi' Miss MLgr.** « . . 

<' The de^il do me gttie o> dat tamfffP.wCr. 
vhdtted the old jgiendeaoiaft^ /^ I ^M>])iier.1io# I 
1ur6 1)6eii .iMe to ihole her«iieJ«Mg^ At^adA 
%fte sknedg^ied ki the same tM Jk^lbB, oa. the 
house had been fou ^ ;6tiwa gn i o p > B fettXttMpk, 
ye fiimfier,^ wfaa tioi^ht you to nqpeak ia thftt^s- 
tedpfectfiT iray o^toef* 

Bell, on heitdng If etsdf tuainto^ <ii|Mift ^ 
dinmg-Tootti door,.iiiid looldng^ frma kbUud it, 
i^aid, '« Wliat^ yoto wtffl, imdster ?** 

^ ThatVmy wtdl,'^ eried the Xidiidr iMlte 
flung the staff at her head. <^ There nfeVir Mr% 
^as a poot 'ixum dtiren tx> deifie&ted^A'I wi 1^ a 
wheen idiot women.^ - ' \ * 

Mi^ €ttmfinghatti, on hearing heMi# diim- 
moned, immediately came down staiis^ and -the 






KRoadiettt she ^otra^ed the leoom^ bdr fiitiier ^d, in 
g sootbaig aad^soffdng maim^» ^ Maty, my lo^ei 
tliid mislesTt aunty of yours has been gamug oi$ 
<iM«that yeVse-a eiogfi-gFaxned ettercap like lier- 
mlf and in no ae 4h«3g ^viU do my bidding, an J 

^^ I ibruflt aiid bcpe, liUit it is tiiH yowr duqpo A» 
tion, ifer,'' ^r^lied M«ry, ^to adc'of me.any ifaing 
ai^i«^pealOMble as ilM X elmld teAMe,"^ ^' 

^Ttel'suleddyr exclMiM^'tlie Lai^d. ''Nm, 
>lii9^,9diat'doyi»usayitDt]iatP latbarejcinycAn- 
MHferflidriltltoe?'' 

/^SM; y^ iisvieiia tried her T cxdaiinea flie 
aunt, antidpatiDg ian entire ccbfirmatfen of *h€r 
^gggmm^' ^^ fiee if eWU oeneont to manry 'Sir 
;ifisdMir Wyfie ; tijr her iri^ idlart;, facodi^ T 

'' I think,"* said Mary, a >ttld6 £»nrendy, ^ it 
fltfH be line enough ^hm Sir jAji&eir requtots 
Mm.'* ^ 

' ^>¥ftta'7igli^ Maary^^a fNttrfbk dbserve,*" Vas 
Ae liimrs answer. '^ Weffl got nae iflk liU we 
1^ them ; and I hope jfkst attnty irffl tak warn- >, 

in^ «fter this i%ht, «nd no nokst me wi^ h^ 
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sedition. But, noo that we hae come to a right 
understanding, I would like to ken how the clash 

 r 

has risen 7^ 

Miss Cunningham herself had* a little coriosily 
on the subject as well as her father ; for, idtbough 
shQ considered daft Jamie as the original author, 
ahe had a feminine inclination to know the par- 
ticulars of all that was reported. Accordingly, 
after some brief consultation, it was resolved tlwl 
Bell Lampit should be called in and examined. 
The Laird^s stick was still lying on the floor^ 
when Bell, on being summoned, entered, and she 
lifted it up, and held it out to him by the end, 
with a gawky look of trepidation. 

^^ What^s this, Bell,^ said her master, setting 
the stick in its wonted place, ^^ that ye hae brougki 
from the clachan the night ?^ 

^^ I brought naething, sir,^ replied Bdl, with 
the most perfect and sincere simplicity. 

^^ Ca^ je\ naething to be raising a rippet in 
the house about Sir Andrew Wylie and Miss 
Cunningham ?" exclaimed Miss Mizy. ^^ The 
Laird wants to ken what is't that ye hae beard*^ 
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*^ O just 8 wlieen havers, Miss Misy— just a 
yfhmk havers,'' replied Bell—" causey talk — ^Vox 
populi I"** 

" Vox deevils !'' cried the Laird. " But what 
do thqr say ?'' 

" That Sir Andrew would hae been married to 
Miss Mary lai^ ago ; but yo wouldna part wT 
her tocher, till he could count pound and pounds 
wi' you twice o'er,'' replied BelL 

^^ It'*s a confounded lee !" exdaimed the Lurd 
indignantly, while both Miss Mizy and Mary 
laughed. 

" I said it was a lee," replied Bell; " and 
some thought it wasna come to passj that ye 
would ever consent to let Miss Mary tak him, 
though he had the main's more." 

^' Wha thought sae ? and what business had 
they to be making or meddling in the matter ?'*'* 
cried the L^u^d. 

-« 'Deed, sir/ said Bell, « I said that I didna 
think Miss Mary wpuld ever tak sic a tee totum, 
as Wheehe." 

" Aiid wha the deevQ speer't your counsel , 
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tiHttt it r exdftlmed tht TjrnA. <« lr« htMfy 
toon, gacr bat tiie hauat^ aad mkidi your warit»«-^ 
Ye thought, and they thought — hut if it iMna 
tmif for ae th^ t&att another, I hae ia ihought 
that would gar baith you and them daw Hk^ ft^ 
fio y<niky.'' 

*^ Bdl, leare ihexoMky^ said Mary.; and she 
Added to her father, <^ You have judged very 
properly, sir. It is not right to allow servants to 
speak so familiarly. Her remark on Sir Andrew^s 
appeftriotce was highly unbecoming.^ 

*^ She^s a half-witted creature,^ rq^ed the 
Lakd, restored to his wonted composure. '^ Sir 
Andrew, in my opinion, is a very dec^t man of 
his statureJ" 

^^ He^s a very sensible man, whidi is mair tfi 
the purpose,^ rejoined Miss Mi2y« 

" What ken ye about sense, Misy ? H^h, 
woman, but ye hae made a poor shew o** yours 
this night,^ said the Laird exultingly ; and he 
continued, ^* Come, Mary, my dawly, lend me 
your arm, and help me up the stair to my room. 
•p^Gude night, Mizy, and the next time ye prog- 



nosticate, I redde you to look better at the Alma- 
nack.'' 

In saying these words, he broke out into one 
of his loudest and longest gaffiiws, at the conclu- 
sion of which, leaning on his daughter's arm, he 
left the room. 
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CHAPTER XXVII, 



A DKSAM. 



Whkn our hero retired for the night to the 
small chamber which had been conistmcted at the 
back of his grandmother'^s cottage, he sat. down 
and ruminated on the events of the da^. A large 
predominance of pleasure had undoubtedly been 
enjoyed, but the comment of Cripple Janet, on 
the cause of Mary Cunningham^s kindness to her, 
threw long and wavering shadows of doubt and 
apprehension over the hopes which the incidents 
in other respects had unfolded ; and it seined to 
him, that although he had reached the Table land 
of fortune, there was a deep and dark ravine be- 
tween him and the desired object of his perseve- 
rance and pursuit. He had been hitherto engaged 
with affairs wherein his own passions had no con- 
cern, and no obstacle had impeded his career, or 
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taught him toapprehend that he might not reach 
die goal, of his ambitioii. While he therefore ac« 
knowledged, that in all external drcomstances he 
had been enabled to surpass even his wishes, he 
could not disguise from himseli^ that there are aims 
in life of more difficult attainment than even riches 
and honours. He felt that ther^. was an immea- 
surable diference between the disinterested dic- 
tates of gratitude, and the desires and sentiments 
which spring from passion. In the affair of Lord 
and Lady Sandyford, he was free and decisive ; 
but in seeking the consummation of his own hap- 
piness, doubts and diffidence paralyzed his resolu- 
tion. It seemed to him, that in his own case, com- 
paradvely, nothing depended on himself, and every 
4lung on the acquiescence of another^s wiU and af- 
fections. 

^^ If,'" said he to himself, as he sat on the bed- 
side, *^ Mary Cunningham has been a^ this tim^ 
thinking only on Charlie Pierston, I wish I had 
ke^t it before he went to Indy, for I think it would 
have been a pleasure to have helped them to hap- 

« 

jnness ; and I had no need to be gripping and 
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gstheriiig in the way I bave done, had ifr m hMt 
tch[iHdEe lAyself «i «tafar to nkmnl to iui eqi^^ 
her. ^ To make dieeMWn a poufiid jfti^ig JFaiiia 
gaed' to seV^-^-hut after all, Robin Ony gal 
Jenny. Weel, I eanna hdp it Boi m tiiS% I 
can dO"^I can ptote that X iraflia inmrorthy tf 
hcf loTc. PD tfy tale tnom^is monung to dbcovet 
how her nnnd lies, and if she pfefets ChMtBe, IH 
write to him to tome h^ey and IH gie him l3i^ 
estate 6" Wylie to mai a kfark and a mifl xh wf 
h^t.— F6r IHl no &sh mysel ony mtk m" th& 
worid*6 pdf and the bhuhearie V 

With this determinatbn he began to undtesa^ 
butin tfa^ eotu^ of a few Seconds he fbtgbt hisK 
self, and hg$in sat down, Bayiiq;,— ^ 

'< Stitely Mary Cunnmgham^ no the ixtity use 
that I might think of, — I wonder how it is that I 
liave Iknded her BO long. She*^ ndti»Bt so bonny 
noir so bfithesome as fifty others I hae sem; I havW 
been just the fool of that eaff love, Imd o' the 
fifty psalms and the h^adstane. I woul^ be 

surprised to hear ishe made me thi^ Ia(i^iin|^todc 
o*" a' her acquaintance, for she ^lus Julft a dfeevil fiir 
making diversion o' me among them lang syne.— 



ib^p iMmmnb^ tkin 9lie baa my wtion o' CJwlie 

Mifeihfaie risii tsir ram nKaiti Imd be f(dt a right true 
aiia^iidifolaffeetibffasiidicL But irlifit sigmfies 
AtBt N<«4la a* aneio me'ifrbat imof ruius on bmi, 
ftr.l'ftiitfar take a poetmi^ardbMed beart.^ 
But tbe iKMKier I get at tba- boMom of tbia tbe 
btOxatJ^ AndvidktbatUetuidreaKd^aaldtbrdw- 
ingiimmM iaaNM$Af into b^ idl'tbe tamnctkms 
of ills past life floated Aiongfa bis miiid, m otm^ 
nexionioibtbebnageof MaiyCitnaingbain; send 
aaddeedy die fbnn of Piarston Urm secti atanoBiig 
war Jbin. He boked atfani, and be appeaa^ 
pale and feeble^ and pbutdng idth bis hand to a~ 
fittigum^ aamlmM appeared die diatuit view of an 
oriental int^. In die fbr^jniinid of the bmd^ 
scape was a <seineterjr, with «everai tdmbs, and on 
'One of Ibew be eaw the name of Pieratoli inscribed. 
In the IWffprye <^ tbe mbmctii;, he turned imind 
to ailt his fipfeiad what it meant. Bat die morning 
•fiun'^^hbne brii^dy in bia eyes, and thoTisibn of 
tbe picture and of his friend had yanisHed with b{^ 
waking. *' 
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' Vt^ete ims something in the dbeoomglaaees of 
1^18 dreiim whidh made him aveise to Bleep 9gam ; 
and having dfessed hinm^lf, he wa&ed out. 

In pa^flii^ from the Ttttage to the hqiMoed, he 
sa^ the Mafttet before him, inUdng quiddy, irith 
the front of hia cocked hat turned back«nd% aid 
the back ahiekeHed down tar a shade to Us^res. 
Mending his |Miee, he soon came up to faon. . 

The Dominie) on being addfessed by the Ba- 
ronet, diortened his steps, and thejr fell into con- 
versatibn as liiey watt^ togetheir leflpeetiBg crip- 
ple Janet ; the result of nMch wiis, that Sir An* 
drew was to settle on her a stipend sufficient to 
keep her comfortable as a baarder with some one 
of the cottars. " By whidi,*' ai^id die Maater, 
^^ ye^ll bespeak twa good words aboon, by 4»e good 
acti<m here ; for the stipend will be a help to some 
other, as well as a consolation to Janet^ 

By the time they had disciMed thi9 arrmge^ 
ment, fliey arrived at the end of the lane w)nch 
led from the fai^let to iite high-toad. It was^not 
Dur heroes intention to go faither, imd he- halted ; 
while the Master continue toimprove his pace^; 

^ Where away so fast ?^ said the Barojoet^ 
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^Qk^'^ npUed the IMbflter, ^ I luye had^preat 
A young lad ^t I kcnt at the ocdl^, is 
oom&'hiaiie.from some foraga fart ; and last night 
when I left you, I. found a loHer from him, sent 
fine Irvine, bidding me taoeme and see him at 
Ae G ioai J keys Inaa therethig nwagMng. We were 
gceat coBipaDiimt when laddie ; hut I Aoughthe 
waa^lead andgane nmy a yesvand day ago ; he 
was a ^Ter dbiqp{de» and «sc4 to say» if ever he 
made a.fortune h^ would giet me a kirL^ 

^^A'loijkr said the Bwrnet,**-^^ I didna know 
that ye were a pieacher/^ 

<< Watty £ttle used to say I wan a yerit'gade 
ane; but I hadnae firien's to hidp me forward, so 
v4iat was the «se -of Approaching P"^ replied the 
innifflput Deminku 

. ^^Btttaceyou qualified taaeccpt a living i'^eou 
dbumed. Sir Andsew, feeling soniethii^ between 
.fiain and j^easure^never iehie having heard or 
imagined that Mr Taa^yhiU possessed any dig- 
vjiy beyond those which he held in the parish of 
JStonayholm. 

^^ Ay*"" replied the Master, *^ I was lieensed ; 
but since I preached my first sermon in the Ba- 
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tmjJoA o' Gimgow^ I hmve neifcr had noiariige 
to mmate mttOuat pa^pt; iiHr, oh I irss tenOifr 
fii^toied tisai dqr : when I gave out the fiiit 
Padin, ye night haire heard my hesrt beating it 
the fiur end o^ dieidfk.*' 

'' rm gbd to hear tkoBy'^ laid Ae Banmet te 
hitfseU; audiUy. 

'' What for ahoold it mi^e you ghd P for it 
was the keahfa^ of my bread, and made me fain 
to seek the lowly Meld of a parish^hool, wheie, 
for moie than fire^md-tw^ity years, I have b6eii 
delvmg sand and washing Ethiopians,** repKed 
the Mid and modest Ucentiate, in the reproving 
acoent of e]qpoistulati(m. 

. "My worthy friend,^ said our hero, "^ ye cai^ 
not thbk I would hurt your fedings ; I was on^ 
glad to hear that yeu are qualified to accept a pa- 
rish. I tWnk if s ^o beyond my power to get yoA 
one. But go to your old fticnd, and when you rft. 
turn rn expect to see you.'' 

The gentle and ingenuous Dominie couldscarcei- 
ly compidiend the import of these words ; so much 
did the Baronet stiD appear the simple boy he had 
l™>wn as Whec£e. But ii^Ar th^ K«4 a«.«^*^ 
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he began to reflect on all that had passed ; and by 
the' time he reached the minister's carse of Irvine, 
he had formed a tolerably correct idea in what 
manner it might be in the power of a Baronet and 
a Member of Parliament to procure him a parish. 



4 
# 



tSlt CHAPTER XXTIII. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

PEfDE. 

^< I^M thinkiBg, «ster,^ said Cmlglmds, when 
he came down flturs to Inrealfast, ^ that it^B no 
just what is ^per in our floaily to gmg to^ 
Auchinward on a viatation, in a baanow^t coaoh. 
WeVe bound, out o** a respeet to oursels, to let 
those EngHshers see ihat we hae coaches of our 
ain as gude as theirs ; so ye^ tell Robin Ta^e 
to put his horses in otd^ for the road, and to snod 
himsel for a decency on the present occasion.'^ 

Miss Mixy agreed that it would assureiUy be 
more becoming the dignity of the fiunily to go in 
their o\m carriage ; for, as she very sapiently ob> 
serTed,*^ *^ although the Lord and the Lady pro- 
mised to send the coach for us, there was no word 
said about sending us back.*" 
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Mias Muy perlixps in tins judged of them by 
herftdf. BoUn Taigle, however, was ordered to 
get the equipage read j in due time ; so that, when 
Mary entered the room» she was informed of the 
change made in the arrangement, and that Sir 
Andrew, would hayet th^ lord'^s carriage to him^ 
self. 

<' rm glad of it,"" said Mury; '' for reaUy, af. 
ter |lie nonsense we heard hwt night, I do think 
we could not go with propriety to. Auchinward to- 
getber. There is no need to countenanee. the 
iMdish notions whidi one cannot. poeyent foolish 
peo|ile from taking into their heads.^. 

Whether any. diange had taliett j/^oet duiing- 
the night in the Laird's reflection, or whether, m 
the debati^ of the preceding eveniiig, he had beeQ 
only actuated by his habitual appc^hension of Miss 
Mizy intecfering too particulady with those ccno* 
ceims which he considered entirely his own» but 
which were not Che less under her si^eme author 
rity^ by hisso doing, it is certain,. that in the 
maming ,all his family prejudices were as giants 
refreshed, and that during breakfast, he spoke i9 



2ftt CHAPTJBB.XXYIII. 



tbe noat ooirtaempttHnii wiimwt •» AcifaiBBionB 
idea of Maidui D^ckaiV oye being erdidirito 
his dangltteci Nay,^ lie actual^ ir«i^0»fiiiBe«» to 
joke widi Muy on ihe sdbfeet, ^ k» broi^^ 
the enmsiMi blood 'mHa iho hiooai of her dmte 
and thfi alabosfeer of her &eek aad boflolR. 

'^ It is,^ said she, '^ die moat estnatdixmy 
thing I over lmeir^4bat iiiAoiii the sii^ileBt rea* 
aon, siM^ aa idea should bavo arisea. Wheefie^ 
finr truly I ean ^aH Mm bjr no otfaet mime or tilfe, 
is Tery wen to laugh with and laugh 1^. Bm i -  ' ">!? 
and she-pausod. 

^^ But what*?^ cried Miss Miajr, who nerer gave 
up her opiHioR to linng mortat; tmd she added, 
^^ I'^m sure he^ yoiur eqnid in consequenee ciaf 
day. Thirds no the days of antiquity— a barw^ 
et^s a man of some^degree^^and Mary, ye camut 
disown that he was ftrther ben Mxtong the great 
thanony odier body we met wi^in London, tif 
solid judgment is, and I have had n'consideratiosi 
o^ the isulgect, that Wheelio, whom, by the Kiiig% 
proclamation, we are behadden to caU Sir Aiidrer, 
is a dungeon o^ wit, the like of whilk is no to be 



ael»m^ ««t'o^ ite piWMBce V «]» fiftiin Loicb m 
Eiliiiiifi^, MonA I jalottse there are but fe# Iflee) 
bitft sveti ^k<fe:^ 

-^t^^iHe M17 be a gveet man,^ tqpMed Masiy^ 
laighhufiyy ^♦^bitt; he it egftxadyta-yee bodite''^ 

^The Jjisi, iikoiyfm m il^ BCt a£ttif^^ 
egg iidih>a lanMpooii^ set tedi dev% and^DOwiiigL 
hiMeif fclMfeia hk dnif, iaugfaed inaiiodaratidyi 
ftr i^boot a mitote, at the -etti of ivliidi he temi^ 
liwi'the tea«8|poett and ilie egg ae graedy as if he 
had'Her^ becsi bx^ing at all. 

<< Hd^eev^,^ ddd the jvffideoa Misft M%, 
^BBaee wete ne fog^ m Louft Sandjrfiwd?! eeach' 
nf'Bbt Andxews I tblniki iw sbeuld iethhn Imov^ 
that we go thcgithar bf oursels in our own car-^ 



'^ CcrtaWy,'^ leptM Maiy, *♦ i* would be e»^ 
oBedingly rode to do otherwise ("^ and the Ltird, 
dcjdaring his aUiofrenee of eU nxdeness, especfbl- 
ly^if th^ie was any chance of it coming to Ae eanf 
of the Englishers, acquiesced. Bell'Lampit was* 
aeeordingiy cdled^in ta be instmeted in the re- 
quisite particulars of a mission to our hero. 

' " Yell gang,^ said Miss Misy, *« to Mardia 
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Dodcm?8, sad gie oar conffimente ^teifiir Am^. 
dK0W.^ ... :.*'5i' -. i^i 

'< Yell do no nc tilings, BcU,'' cxdanoti Ihe 
Xiaird; ^* yell take no eomplimflitts 6en me^f^^. 
That would be to gie the frliovr enoeu^nigHOienfe? 

'' Bell^"* interposed Miae Cminingham,^ go to 
Sir.Andxew and say, that ae ray fiidiar iindi him»- 
sdf well enongh to diw at Auehinwiaidt to^dapv 
we shall go widi hnn in our own ccipiage ; aor 
ibat it wiU be nmieoesaary^fi^r him to call heieiar. 
u» with Lord Sandj^ofd'^s.^ 

^^ It^a yera extraorcbnar,^ cried Miss Misy, 
^^ 1^ neith^ the 0ne nor the ot{ier. o£ yon wSt 
allow me to gie the lassie a right instraiqtia|.-^^ 
Bell, ye'U gang to Sir Andprew, and say thitf it^s 
no convenient f<»r us to depend upon any other- 
carnage thaii otur own for the retoor ift n^fat^ so 
we intend just to gang by oursels.^ 
. '^ Ym sure,^ exclaimed the Laird, '^ I sep nae 
need for a' this pro forma. ^^ Tm no for sum- 
mering and wintering about the matter.*" ".., 
. Bell, being thus iiistructed, lost no time lapriK 
ceeding to the village.. 

In the course of the walk, she ruminated as 
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miit Budden nankterB do who are entnutcd with 
messages •'-^ perhaps all messengers, male and 
miidbn, do ^ saae-^Huad the Yesult of her cogi- 
talkais was, that tVe fmnaly had leaolTed to x^ject 
Sk jAJrinw^s matviaiottial ptoposak. ; 

Under this impression, on reaehiDg the cotti^^e- 
doon of <ild Martha^ ahe piiDed the kteh, wd just 
hiokiflg in^ as the Banmet was sitlinig at bteakfiist 
with his grandmatho?, saidy ^^ Sir Andrew, ye 
maun find the road to Audunward by yomsel, 
for there^s nae room for you in our dbaise*^ 

^ What did ye say, UuHrie ?^^ i^ptied our hero, 
partly guessing, but not exactly understanding 
the purport of the mesiage. 

*^ Dinna heed the donsie creature,^ said Mar- 
tha. '^ It's the betherel'^s daft dochter~-<poor 
thiog, die was a harmless baim-«»a weesiUy ; but 
the Maister taught her Latan,-and made hor an 
idiot'' . 

Bell by this time had entered the cotta^ 
and, taking a seat uninTited, began to swing her- 
self backwards and forwards, repeating Jupiter's 
qpeech to the Gods from Pope's Homer. 
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^ I was a^ng Miethnigv ibttk-^nly diat^aor iftfic 
.a*e a^ .gam to AwMawmi4m thm fa%b kofMoa.*' 

^^ Ay ! and w]iaf« g«t ^Acm waomxLt'Asm^f^ 
inqQixed Sir Andfcnr. 

^^ It\3 ftr fraie mjr aioglit tQ««^,** vqifidi Bcffl ; 
^IxEt I hae-aii0liontheirfi»0v^eify^c»eddioiit 
^rnddnag ye nayle ken what.*^ 

^ Me r* •esEcSainied'^Barenet, mA faesadSenly 
checked kfiBsetf; while Befltmrequestedliegaitto 
gf^ hiagrandBiother lief own Tetsion of'whatliad 
eecmed diinng.nxe conversation which took place 
when she recdved her instructions. But otir liero 
soon cot her short, saying, " Wed, wed, gae away 
hsBie, and ^pt my compliments to ihe iLaird, and 
isfl^ that I am glad to hear he is so well fUsmonr- 
4ng, and that I sfaaU have the j^easure of sedng 
him at Auchinward. And, BeU, as ye hae had 
some trouble m the hnsmess, there^s twa Afflmgg 
to hay a ribbon.'' 

^ Na, na,'' cried Bell, starting up, and ruslmig 
towards the door, ^^- that would be bribisry, tank 
bribery,'' and she fled from the cottage as fast as 
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Iwr lieek could csnry her about twenty paces, 
wheitt har feminine inclinations overcoming her 
dasmal integrity and principles, she returned, 
MoAi with a gawky laugh, held out her hand, and 
reeei^i^ the money. 
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CHAPTER XXf X. 



RECOLLECTIONS. 



Soon after the retreat of Bell Lwaint, the 
Master haying retained from his Tisit to his M 
college companioa, came into the cottage* He 
appeared deeply dgected, and brought in his 
hand a letter sealed with Uack, winch he laid on 
the table without speaking, and sitting down, 
heaved a profound sigh. 

Sir Andsew was in a brown study at the time, 
reflectbg on the communication he had xeceived 
from the Craiglands, and did not obsenre the 
emotion of Mr Tannyhill. But his grandmother 
said, ^^ What^s come o^er you the dayy sir ! and 
whar did ye get that letter P^ 

1 



iAn$^^« t kie tMtf bkuAe wK^ I dkba km 
wfaeH I wMt '^ ftfe A MM MR>M. 71i6 leMeir'^8 fc^ 
9^ Ad^W, And I dotibe, tliougb ke'tt hMr o' 
g)M^t tldiigs hk't^ iifil gle him bQ€ sriiaT |iM^ 
sore. 

h^ lifted^ Aid Ml<a^ ;• biit biefiM {nmklbg tie Mdy 
]v6 tuittted i%uis$ tk> llie MaiHer^ Mid inqaJM Imt 
it Yi^Blppek^A U> etm^ imor lift M«fid8. 

^ Wm^ Etfi6 l]¥6agiki ie kimnel, mdrhelMr 
come a* the way from London wi"* dw ieiimtiSBkt, 
t^ieWm ft fim fMr oi^ hittdf,^ (MM Mr Tan- 

aMP' ili|itttt(Q(n ; 0Si a' dini And- ftAffUl iM^AiM&l^' 
fiained ilti^h fed d^^ tf^M Ulli^ A^f l^ 
incnwance' oi- irb crvbiii ana or jriofouBBi 
<^ Poor Charfie's dead T said the AfuMfii^ irltk 

SiPlhiiSUw lald^dMlWtMlM^f ilif6peittdyliA 
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. ^^ A)r, fae^s goiie, he died on tfc« widi^ivMd«r«T 
aad his bc^y lies bvned in the bott4»iiO' thed6<|^ 
8M, He was seized with some sev^se aSos^i^fcp*^ 
the dodx»*8 OTdeaxd him to try a ehange ef d^ 
mftte* and he was ix>iniiiig home ; but DiBtlii bad 
laid his boney hand upon him foreyer, and voidd* 
ica slackm the gnm grip-*fio blithe Chadie is no 
more* The i^inn heaxi is faieaded into txM elay, 
and the li^t spirit has departed on the wi^gs of 
the morning, to that place where there is no sqpa* 
nutidn, nor ifher division but the boiindaries of 
light and loye.'^ 

. Mftrthaobserring the in^ressiim which Ae 
news had produced on our hero, said, *^ I #a|la 
wotideir, Andrews that ye^re sdrry, for ye had lumy 
a happy day wi^ ane anMher, before your y(»ung 
hearts had met wi^ ony iidag in the wof Id to make 
you ken that a^ thing ia'^t is hard and twi^ ^ad 

mtothcde.^ ... 

^^ Yes,^ observed ^e Master, takpg up:^ 
reflection, *^ we never meet wi^ fiienis ^ Jtbe 
fHen«^ oNoiir youth, when we hte kst ^^. 
I can sympathise wi^ Whedie/^ said thi; 



K£COLLCCTIONS, ^4$ 

h^asted echoohnq^tet^ foxgcrUuig in (he moment 
^ll'tlie evente of the interrid which had passed 
mnee he had used the efathet,-*-^^ for, in my 
grecai and ghid days, there was a brisk wee lad-«> 
die lliat I used ta play wf in the summer sun* 
sUne^ and slide w^ on the winter^s ice. The coal 
was cauld on the hearth of baith pur parents, ^id 
we were obligated in time to seek our bread in the 
worjid. He gaed into Glasgow for his, and was 
prenticed to a ware-room 4 but still, about ance a 
year we met, and at ilka meeting the covenant o' 
our young friendship was renewed in our hearts. 
Belyve, when I had ta^en a turn for diirinity,'and 
had gather^, wP the help o^ friends, twa three 
pounds to tak me to the Collc^, we'lived the-^ 
^ther ; our means w«re sma\ and when they w^re 
Uke to wear out I was often very sad, but hb ^- 
rit was made of light and joy, and he so seasoned 
oiur scrimpit meals wf the happiness of his nature, 
' that I stifi look ba<^ to the penury of the wint^ 
we passed thegtther, as to the holly-buah, wp its 
bonny red berries, standing gre^ and'fat^t 
a;midit the snaw. He was a clever and a tht0iigli« 
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gawn hd, and grew to be a clerk wF a great mer- 
(Aunit, who seHt him to a foreign place wi' alieit . 
cargo— itt the whUk he was to hae a profits Bat 
when be got there, things werena as he had ho-'^ 
ped, six^ Ms letters to me were ane afte^ another 
more and mere ftiU of doubts and te&n, and a/t 
hi8€ the merchant got ane that told he was dead. 
I kentia how it was^ that at the time I didna ex^ 
perience such a sorrow as I should ha^e felt, and 
1 was vexed when I thought he was dead, and 
that I should have so little naturality^-HStrangely, 
at times, fancying as if he could come back ; but 
m time odier cares and concerns grew upon me-, 
and his image, Bhe an epiteph thatV overgrown by 
moss, was in a manner oMiterated tUlrmany years 
after, when meetii^ % chflnce wi^ a gentlemaB 
tSMH latiew him m that fore^ land, we fell into 
dfeeeuffBe abmit hhn, and the strrnigef fxAd me 
thair h6 died of a brollen heartH>*4A' the |«de ^mI 
]iap«s of his young exp^aflionB b^g^lifightibd^by 
tbeiliklaisfcef.the venttoe. Itf^snote^Wtoktwhaf 
1 1^^ strfbre^r 1 pHS^^ and was sebifavy, mA% 
ei^ddmeat/ Sdltre ida^iwouM sbiMif^hiic^^eiAil^ 



€d 'wHk the thoi^ht nf tike V&ihe Jmie Hiiddov 
djpog o' despondency, but for ithe fi«emdlisi0»s of 
Wattie ]^tde, thMlCs brcnigbt home fi»m Indis 
poor Charlie FieaisUm^s will and testanefit, tea» 
ving you his total faeir.^ — That leliter'W fSnae lumt 
and he hade me tell yxm that the legacy is better 
than twenty thousand pounds.^^ 

Itwaa even so. Pierston, aceording to iiie ad- 
vice of his physiciaiis, had been induced to try the 
faenefits of a voyage from Bengal to the Ctipe ; jind 
before embaarking, made a viU, by whkh he be* 
qtieatiied hia vhole {ropenty to his £daid. At 
the same time, aaod in the saise deedf he recom- 
mended to his care a natural child, whom he had 
named Roderick Bandog Pii^:i»toD, a^Uti^, ^^ In 
doing this, I know that I better serve my boy, 
than by leaving him ten times more than ati I 
nossess*^ 

We shall not attempt to describe the feelingi 
with which our hero was affected ; but as soon aa 
Mr Tannyhill left him to join his little flodc 19 
the school, be immediately wrote instoictions to 
Mr VdSum to jxep§xe a trust-deed, by which he 
aaogned the whole of Pierston's property tp the 
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boy, tfaeoneJitlf of tbeanoaiititiiiiglrt^i;^ 
be pttd wboi he leaded the age of twentj^ipp^ ; 
a foortb on bis atUmbig that of tfajx^ ; and the 
remainder when he reached dur^-fiTe.-^*^*^ ^<^^? 
said the Baronet, in the letter to his partn^,. .^^ if 
the ehap takes after the nature of the fiither of 
him, hell need the bridle.'" 

In the performance of this generons duty, he 
enjojed some relief from the effects of the shock 
he had suffered ; and after dispatching a boy with 
thektter to the post-office in Kilwinning, he stroll- 
ed into the fidds with mingled fedings of regret 
and solicitude respecting the effect which the ti« 
dings of Pierston^s death would have on Mary 
Cunningham. Numberless oljects, as he saunter-* 
ed along, reminded him of his deceased friaid, 
and the sunny hours of their childhood. Heed* 
less of his course, and lost in reverie, he walked 
as it were involuntarily towards a turn of the road 
where a large old tree was growing, against which, 
so entirely was bis attention inwardly occujned, he 
suddenly stumbled ; and being roused by the ac- 
cident, he saw that it was the last of three elms, 
under the shadow of which he had often played^ 
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both with Willie Cunmngham and Pierston. He 
looked at it for a moment, and the rush of recolr 
lections and of feelings which the sight called 
forth, suffused his heart and his eyes at the mo- 
ment with tenderness and sorrow. 
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CHAPTER XXX- 



THE 6BIEF OF DISTANT EELATIONS. 

• 



During the time that Sir Andrew was on the 
road ficom London with his noble friends, as they 
travelled losurely, the news of Pierston^s death, 
apd the manner in which his fortune was bequeathe 
ed, had been communicated to his relations in 
Scotland. His mother being dead several yeais 
before ; one of his aunts. Miss Peggy Picken, a 
maiden lady who resided in the StockweU of Glasr 
gow, was his nearest kin, and although on the 
maternal. side, she was, notwithstanding, firmly 
persuaded that if there was any justice in la;w sbye 
shoidd have been his rightful heir. Miss Pegnr 
was not in very affluent circumstances, and twenty 
thousand pounds would have been to her an agree* 
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«kk a^qpisilioii ; iadetd, ftr tiuK miftttr we 
dioold ourselTes hnwB no obj^elion, sot even m 
dM payment of thtt most haul tux the I^aey 
duty, to ^eoeive a bequest to only heU the 
amount at any time. Having been edneatect ait 
the same semmary with the equally aooomplirii^ 
ed MiM Misy, they had for move Aasa forty 
years kept up an occasional conespondence* Dik 
)daig the first fifteen of the period, thdr letters 
had be^ flavoured with many jdea^ig antieqpa* 
tioiis, and amiable strictures on certain ganllenen, 
who, one after another, ware delucbd away hmt 
the circles of their haunts, by cumung and artifi- 
etai women, who cigoled them to become their 
husbands; so diat the. two mteresting apmsten 
had been most unaccountably left to spend their 
days ill single blessedness. Miss Peggy JPicken 
had been m the practice of oecasioiMilly visiting 
her old fiiend at the Craighmdo, biit after Miss 
Miry retomed bom Edinburgh she was invited 
no more ; the yoimg lady having strangely fancied, 
that.Mifls P^gy was making a despairing dead 
set on her fa^r*'**^ most extraordinary diinsr in 
i ftmad come to so many yean of cliacTCtiMi, 

"1.8 
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Md ahe alaoned lier aimt for the coi 



StiU, ^owever, Miss Mixj now and then^ifjcpf^tP 
her when she required any article of dress ivm 
Glasfov, eommissions whkh Miss Peggy was al« 
,ways exceedingly delighted to exeeute ; aii^d^^fm 
her purty she had sometimes occasion to thank 
Miss Mizy for little remunerative preseDl$ for 
fg^i^cy HI the shape of poultry, ki^s of butter, 
■and Piildop cheese. 

. Jkt t)ie jjntictinre of whvch we are now speakii^f 

Miss Peggy having occasion to thrite her old com- 

pai6<m, mentioned the death of Pierston, and bit- 

.terly complained of the ^' false,^ as she called it, 

'^^ will and testament which the near-be-gun crfft* 

ture Wylte the lawyer had wheedled him to make, 

to the manifest injury of his own kith wd kin.'** 

.No e]qplanat(»7 comment was added to this obai^- 

vation, so that when Miss Mizy read the letter 

to Mary and her father, which happ^ied m^h 

about the time that our hoo had strolled into die 

fields, the Laird es^essed himself as perfectiJ^, of 

.Miss Ytfjgj Picken's opinion^— ^^ No man,^ mii 

he, ^^ that wasna under the cantrips and delusi(nis 

. of the law, would have been guilty of makii^ siuA 

an instruments Its my notion that Miss P^gy 



nSmM^try to get it prbTim Aat hm TOje^htm' yrm 
hoA compos— 4md so break the wilL But nae woiiv 
iiee, the Bauronet, as we maim mclmame the bo^ 
diie, ]p5 gronn rich. To get sUIj dyii^ &lk m 
die jyirium of a feter to leaveiud a* tfaenr teii# 
qaest, iLasi'eaaj way tomakeafooftuner ' 
, Miss Musy partly agreed with her broker thiit 
t)iedgcmTwtaTwm df die case oag^t to beiiiTdett^th 
ted. ^^Forifiicouldbecdmeaiy^assheobserted^ 
^ that there was a secret pacf between Chaarlie 
Herston and Sur Andrew, before he went to Indy, 
by thd whilk he coTenanted to make him his heir, 
it cotdd neidier stand ml law nor jiiaticte) that those 
who had a right to his property should fas Cut off 
Uritbottt a shilling.'' 

, Mary saidnothii^; the sulject had thro^ bet 
intd a penfflve mood ; and although she remained 
in the Toom, she sat silent, while her aunt and 
the Laitd (has learnedly discussed 'the case, unr 
til, differing upon s<»ne legfd pointy they came, as 
ikuaI, to high words, which were,, as usual, ended 
hy tte Laird turning the deaf side o£ his head to- 
wards hiys sisiar, «|id' affecting to fall asleep. 
Xn the^ meantime^ as Sir AxKtoew was standii^ 
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imuBMbig Mir Aft dm t^e» Ii^fd fi^o^Mb 

bm MDi !• triag die party l» AiiiAsMiiidl^ii^^ 

mUrofl toinvdi it^ tod imi itumiilhKth idMllBL 
Absorbed in Itte tiflMrioMi,,fae pn^itrf tettil 
tfwm <iMit k mw —tif iiemiy le §e t^ Tba Pleet ; 
Mi^diifar ]BeliiiNl9Mi bittfflo hnMAft'AMkie 
weBeeMm^theyJbwfefawitarfleiheflidi^ 
end were el the doee beftm he wis emve eCidi 

Ifks Mliy hid, en the roftoieef here l i m i C 
tien, eetked lAdk Mary to dnfi iw4inM»; Ae 
LeM, fn^be waonik^^ had put himieif ^hi oete 
fo the vi8it---and ehe WM dttbffn lUft UoiT teM 
Um when Ae cenlege eniYfd- Ae th e rt wie no 
lie^lbr AeBaeenet bnl to ^lyleiw hew i» he^ 
foied, iSm^ aotwkhMending the nMrnge lith* 
een(rer}r, he bed eeme in Leid geiij>ytUwtti ikmttj 
he e^ted, end mm thewii intti' iie y e d^ 
Mckher Ofni|^aBdi nor hhidtter miAmy^^am^ 
when they smr the eemi^ efe0p» %at iIm iMMt 
oendnded in his tivn-niM; thai (Mr AnA<Mf% 
^retenflkwM had %een veinfoMed hf hieligiMQ^i' 
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ik^MttjF. MiM Mkf lui^ not asetuail j mrriv^ 
s^the'fiimtf ^onelusiatt, but the dibii|^'it ti'rsaij 
prichAil tnetdeiiti thai afttr the totssage he h^ 
isdomd, be shotidd luive eome, and eaifMe too ik 
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: - tim tvner ^^iiileie v^eetiims W9$ net ealdda^ 
lad .to.fabSaoe aitjr'viery firbaae effeet ^n tfadir 
coonteiiMie^y uid wir hetoion eoteruig At to^, 
was daunted by the aolemiiity 4j£ his reosptiok 
Maaty at iMs time me siffl engaged vitli her toi- 
iti; ' 9ld dys rshe "Via not ivesent, he inlei^red 
liMH her ahune^was t<» be attrftotled te the 
tefMMMiQ oF PMeteii's deadi. This idea had 
tilieaftafcjif disflOMWBth^g^hiai « htlje; neter- 
dMtai^ 3ie soon ao fiv vmtetkd die it^bagrin 
l^.iheUHBasat.jM 4e s^, ^^ I heg y^ur p$tM 
itmlitMfiMim mah I msw MsohiMrei^takeii 
hfiAi^miWM of MrJPiafetenV deaA^ that f feft 
pfcjpupsnaaasgti aad thea^nraMs, nol fiwwrf tf 

MlHr«d» hrooght me here htBn^ i was sanJilt uf 
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^^ It^s no surprising that ye should be in a con- 
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slernaiaon^'^ replied Crai^mds,*-^^ irltt^ ^«iii^ 
na? It's no eveiy aotpiaintttiee tbal, wilh^ 
gard to tkdr ain kith and Idn, leayes a bodit tftf't 
power o^ dller as I understand ye hae ^ottHl: Ib}^ 
Aat thoughtless lad's deatk^ ' ''^> 

^^ Ye have surely your ain hick. Sir Andrew,^ 
said Miss Mizy ; ^^ I never heard the like tf^^ 
biit it^s a very extraordinar iJixiig'— ^ery^«^ift 
there wasna the value of a five-fMnond note fdra 
ring to Miss Peggy Picken, his aunty.^--No dnt 
she Stan's in need o*t, fer she has safedmoney-^ 
but bbod is thidcer than water;^ 

^^ I daresay if my poor fiaend had thought atiy 
of his rdations stood in a condition to reqisre the 
bettering of a portion in his gathering, he would 
hae made provision to that e£fect,^ replied Sir Aa- 
drew, surprised diat they should be dready io 
&0j acquainted with so much of the business. - 

*^ Wha wooldna be the better o^ a dfaarein rie 

a ftduae?^ exclaimed the Laird. — ^' But, flbti^, 

' I wish ye would inquire what h«9 beeome of (AtK 

daidfing bodie, Robsn; be^s ay abint tha &9 &m OA 

seeifMili^^s.ready.'^ ' ' •'. 

The Baronet, who had felt 
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uaosl to tke heat of indigMtlaon, botb by th<^ Blatter 
ai^itbe^^ manner of this short conversation^ under^ 
vent a transition to a happier state of feeling, on 
hearixig that Mary was expected to accompany her 
father and aunt ; and when she soon after appear- 
ed with all her charms set off to the best advan- 
tage, the whole of his doubts and anxieties with 
cespect to the state of her affections were dissol- 
ved; insomuch, that when Robin with the carriage 
t$ last came to the door, he could not refrain from 
expressing his regret that he was deprived of the 
pleasure of her company in Lord Sandyford'^s 
l^ach. 

The Laird, asristed by him and one of the 
Earrs servants, was raised into the carriage, 
whiife BeU Lampit and the other maids were seen 
peeping from out the doors of the rooms that 
opened into the hall. Daft Jamie, who had been 
all die mominff loitering about The Place, stood 
aloof while the embarkation was going on ; but 
whei^ he saw Lord Sandyford'^s spruce footman 
M9^ up behind the coach after closing the door 
on Sir Andrew, he stept forward, and as Robin 
i^f^ to lash his horses, crying ^^ Jee, brutes,^ he 
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caraige, amidfit the laught^ «f tb0 A^rvwi^ B^ 
LaqajHl; ifomng fi»rw«rd &o«i h^ oooc^Uaeaty 
ei^travngiHitly iplappijig her hm^. 
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CHAf Tiai xxxi. 



LADIES WITHOUT GEJi^JUPJIIiRN. 

thfj49rni» front <i%^ bpu9^9 vi& Sir iMfili3»id* 

hod brought only our hero, ^t awriftJling Uke.^!^ 

wifft ^ » r^uke when }m mw }&Mi aligbt ^rlth « 

imc»9 «f Ibe j»a|!Wigp Fi«r iklAo«^ Sir Andrew 
Wis imiiw^ ^ ib^ ^PPii0iW0» of Mi«y Cui»>* 

aojr »^iidbi9es( (q jPim^ioii, |Iwe wm ^omietbwg 
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The Earl went immediately to inquire li5ir it 
had happened that he came alone, which theiBJM^d^ 
net briefly explained, by stating, that the Ltttt 
finding himself weD enough to Tisit, had oidered 
out his own carriage before the coach artived;'! He 
then motioned to his Lordship the ncfirs i^hich 
he had recdved of Pierston^s deadi, wariafy edk>>- 
gising the gratitude by wUch his ftiend seemed to 
haTC been actuated.. 

^< But,^ said he, '^ I can see that hi» l^ftcy to 
me win not give 8atifl£ictio& to Ihs kindred. I 
haye, however, done my duty in it.^ Aild'he then 
told the Earl what instructioDB he had Hen^ to 
VeDum on the subject. 

Why, this is remmce,^ said his LcndsMp^ 

you should have kept it to make weight agamf 
Craiglands^ prgudices — at least for somt tiifte*^ ^ 

Whfle diey were Aus conversis^, bring ill thU 
meantime joined by Sir Archibald, die LiMP t^ 
equipi^ made its appearance, coming laboiietil^ 
along the principal approach, Bobin Taiglei4atah^ 
ing with might and main his stubborn eatfle^ ^hile 
deft Jamie, aping the coiisequentiality of 'a itel^ 
mail, was standing behind the carriage. ThiMil^ 
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p^MTAifce , of the whole pageantry was irresisiably 
ci<£c9i|loii8 ; inscHBuch, that both the £arl and Sir 
iyrdbibald fouiid themselyeB obliged to retire into 
Ae house, leaving our hero, who had more com- 
nlttidjoFhig features, to assist the visitors to alight. 

The moment that Robin had effected a halt, 
Jamo jumped down^ and with a grand air opened 
the door» and puUed down the st^s. 

^^ What ! is that thee, Jamie?'^ cried the Lahrd; 
^* How hast thou come here ?*" 
' ^^ Ah, Laird, theyll hae clear e'^en and bent 
bpows .that'll see sic a fioinkie as ye had the day, 
Craiglands.^ 

The Laird and the ladies had, in the course of 
their journey, observed that every person they 
;pas$ed on the road stopped and laughed, and they 
felt «ti!^ai^ely awkward, not knowing the cause. 
But the momait Jamie told the old gentlemait 
thi^patt he had performed, th^ Laird seized his 
siidg, and gave hiip such a rap on the head, that 
he 9$nt him yelHng across the lawn. 
^ ^^^llflunkiethee! — ^to bring sic shame aad dis* 
gime Qt^ the moe o^ us,^ oried the Laird. He then 
aocepied the proffered aasistaBce of Sir Andrew^s 



vt it, md of ime rf & AjehihtH's foobden; he 
•lighted. Tlie BiBonet, not inwe liurt Iie^brid 
been only AceidflDlalty mmotioedf £alt cj»wWtow 
aUy dbtinbad, yrhsn the L«b4* wildi Ifae httaoi- 
lioii of hflnggaDaiil, iumad hb hiiek on Junijlind 
fmhii^his ektendofl «rm ondc, Aiskuig it Vm g 
■ervant's, huftdfd tihe Iiidi^ out hliMdf* 

^' This ia afitite toatciiidir ^d he to himself; 
and he walked away, half veaolrcd U^mment 
to (^ve tip'every liiought of A cmimgii h)r which 
his eadraaee was Hfcd^ (o h^ so adv^rdy tfiect 
But his anger was never at any time qf fen^ du^ 
jttiott, «id befo^ he had walked twenty paces, 
the fime of the niomriA had evapcmited, and^ 
with a niilidons pUyAihiosst he tesi^Fisd, flbee the 
La»d wsfi detensoxted to treat iam with so Iktie 
ecranmy^ ibai; h^ wfniid retaHaie. Aecordjnglyi 
on 8s»g into die drawing^nMna where the wh^ 
party was asjsembled, after paying his zespet^ 
to Lady Margaret, be addiessed lumsdf to the 
Cbimtess fi>r a nument, who was ^tting on a sdSi 
witb Miry Cnntiingbaiiif mi inimodiately entered 
into eonVeraatkn widi Lord Stti^ferd, wiAoitf 
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« 

i^het 41 litat time nedmg eithet Ctaigfandi ot 

fo tokkif {>lttdeft at die dbfxwa-talak, he hjem 
fftUd fcft A moment wheUier to concede Ae UR 
hamd ct Ledy Margai^t to the L«bd ^ but befisare 
h^ btfd decided, her hdydiip with a signifiaiBit 
lool: said, ^^ Sir Andrew, it is your place,''-«HMid 
he steppe«t fonraird ar jtf td tliie it, bnt tunikig: 
romiif t» tlie <$ld gentleman tdio was eonfimndecl 
at findiiig hamfielf o£ a lower note th«R Matdui 
Dock^aa' oye^ he saicE^ ^ Age and am&^iiily, Laudi 
ye ken, me hajooora that time ciut aloae hefltew. 
TheKing meff make a bek^knig^, buthe caaliui 
an ancient ihmiiy'^^so out of my respect for. ^oma^ 
in gie vsp my place.^ 

The Laird thus uncouthly parefonred^ sat dowM 
in a stiite of pro&mid piBrpIe^ty, wfaSe Skit An- 
daew placed himself bel^ween the Cbunteaa and 
Mary. — ^But nothing surprised the oldge^itleiaaa 
aamuch ae dbe ease and eonfidsaxie with )WMch 
Ae B^net eendi^tled himsd^ xoBtraitaok.wilh 
tbe:.difid£tKe <rf hie behal^oar on liiefpreeediBf 
dajaHtbeGiaiglasda; 

Miss Mizy had by this time in a great measure 
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recDTered' from the impression of M^ -Peggy 
Pickens's letter, and our hero soon ingr$tiatlid%^- 
self agttn into her good graces by somcf o( tJiose 
little table civilities, irfaich'with ladies (^a cettikin 
age, itideed 6( all agies — have the most iigreealde 
influence; so that when she retired after dinn^ te 
the drawing-room, she was again the eiddgisC of 
his wisdom and singular great good fortune. 

•' He^s really n funny body that Sir Andrew,*' 
said Miss Mizy. — ^^ I couldna hae thought it 
f>08silile that he would eVer hare been able to be« 
have himsel so like a gentleman as he does.'** 

" Indeedr r^ed Lad^ Sandyford; ^« I assurl? 
you he Is considered not more a man of merit 
than of delicacy. His peculiarities serve to give 
a xest to his humour.** 

^' I am surprised,** added Lady Margaiet, ^^ that 
he should have retained his Scottish accent so 
perfectly.** 

^^ It seemsto me,**rejoined the Countess, ^^much 
stronger to-day than usual; but, indeed, he sppeats 
to have alw^s cherished his national aflbctions 
upon principle. I should not be surprised were we 
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to dkpQji^r/that some nurtftc b^uty had eady in* 
l(WfBted bisd-r^PTay, Mm; Cilnningham) did you 
evi^ hear any timg of the kind suggested?'^ 
y)fi\ikoi^f however, waiting for a reply, the Cpimt^ 
^9& addod, ^^ We have often wondered that he 
isel^er slimed diqpoaed to foroi ^y matriiuoiiiat 
coanexicHi in London, and could not acedunt foif 
it, but by supposing that his youthfiil affections 
had be»i engaged before he left Scotland."" 

'' I should think, if that had been the case,'" 
said Lady Margaret, ^^ be would long since. hare 
refutufld and married ; for he is too saisible a man 
not.to be aWare, that to take a .ypia^g woman of 
his own original condition out of her sphere, aUd 
to4>Iaceher in that towluchhehashimsblf risen, 
is not likely to promote their mutual happiness."" 

'' True,"^ said the Countess ; , ,^^ but from what 
I have observjedy I should suspect that his attacb«« 
meat must haye be«i towards some very different 
otpect— rPray, Miss Cunningham, what ftmilies 
af niakarein thisjieighbourhood?"" . 

Mary, who Waa AriSing with she. knew npt 
what during this bouveraatiDn« iMpUed in a bifm^ 
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I wacldBi to stfUynMt to* Imbt it ;irfli trf ow 

'' Ho# olft yaviMytkifr^ «tfi«i Mary, Midnh 
iBgf tttMlidy^ aH&IcHlkilgriifr iHnfra&d to look. 
^ Mimi ;dtt uymMlxt fdir liM tiotitt% 3Cn 

posing for a ih^MM dfiSt^ liute^vi^B $mf Smadk^ 
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c . ^^ O^ tshe^ll ne'er \m thatwi^ Sir Andmr,'^ tried 
Mts8' Misy iTiinnpliaiitly ; ^^ for she ne^er ctald 
endure to hear a good word said o' hiin.^ ^ 

<^ i should thiuk,^ replied Mary, widi' some 
degree of firmness, ^^ that I did him injmslioe, if 
I' had not Ailly ac^owledged his merits, though 
I £d not acquiesce in all that my aunt ehose to 
say. But it could never enter my head to ima- 
gine that he would address me as a lorev.^ 

^' How could you ? he has been so long absent, 
you can have seen but little of each pther,*^ said 
the Countess. 

^^ True ; and perhaps from that cause I stA 
less sensible of his merits than those who have 
seen more of him-,'* replied Mary. 

" It's our Mary's fortune to refiise gdod ofifers,^ 
interposed Miss Musy. 

**Good ofiers i^ siddMary, indignanlSyi--^' yes, 
die aSan that yon and my fiither caB good^ but 
which no womanf of aay ddiciksy w€^d fanvie^ lis^ 
tetied to for a moment.'" 

'^'^^^ I pexeeive ihitt meiae carrying ^ds intb|ect 
^ too iar,'' said the C6fmt6BB. 

" Not at all," replied Mary, with dignity 5 

VOL. HI. M 
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"^ why flliotild I Hesitate to wy to yonatr Ladyship, 
that I have seen few men of whom I know sdli^ 
tie, that I respect mote than the litde Bacnmet f^ 
and she added, laughingly, <^ I never coidd liiink 
of him hat as the droll creature Wheelie.^ 

^' Whom you assisted to learn fifty Psalms be- 
hind a tombstone,^ replied the Coimtess, ardily . 

Mary was starded at the observation, and the 
look with which it was accompanied. 
. ^^ I fear,^ said Lady Margaret, jocularly, ^' that 
this is idle talk ; for, from Craiglands^ known and 
obvious prejudices, any offer from Sir Andrew 
would not be very acceptable.*" 

^^ Acceptable here or acceptable there, ye ken, 
Leddy Margaret,*" was Miss Mizy^s reply, ^^ that 
the Laird is a man that can alnde no sort of trouble; 
and though it was the King himsel that offered, he 
wouldna tak the pains to inquire about the fitness 
o^ the matdi, but just be as dure as a door nail, 
whii^ver way the thing gaed with his humour 
at the time.*" 

'^ But your influence in any case,^ rejoined tftie 
Countess, ^^ might have the most b^efidal ef- 
fects.'' 



* 
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: ^',^41117 proper man were to make an o£Per, and 
Mwf willing, the wedding would just hae to go 
mi without consent, for the Laird would come in 
til^t or a* was done,^ said Miss Mizy. 

^^ Then there would be no objection on your 
part, eren to Sir Andrew ?^ said Lady Sandyford. 
• " As for me,^ re^^ed Miss Mizy, " Sir Andrew 
has so kithed into the great man I always thought 
he would be, that. I fir^ely. own the offer, an it were 
made, would to me be a great satisfaction.^ 

^^ Well, I must say,*" exclaimed Mary, laugh- 
ing, ^^ this is one way of making a match.*^ 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 



THE COMPACT. 

While the ladies, free from the restraint which 
the presence of the other sex ever imposes oh the 
conversation of all womankind, were frirthering the 
decrees of fate in the drawing-room, the gentle- 
men at their wine were no less ingeniously work- 
ing out the same desired effects. Sir Archibald 
was a hospitable landlord, according to the Scot- 
tish acceptation of the term ; and as the Laird 
had a hereditary respect for what he called the 
sociable bottle, his spirits began to mount, and 
he joked with our hero on his great good luck, 
inquiring what for he hadna brought an English 
lady with him. 
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^^ They say, Sir'AndreW) ye hae gitten a gude 
baigaiii o^ the Wylie estate, and ye should mak 
some bonny lassie the better o'^t." 

" I think sb too,"^ observed . Sir Archibald, 
^^ and I^m siu*e he could not do better than make 
' up' to yoOr daught^^ Craiglands C And before the 
Laurd had time to reply,' he added) addressing 
hiin$df to the Earl, ^^ I insh, my Lord, we could 
persuade oxsi friend to lodk titat way. It is^ true^ 
bis rank ia equal to my own, and liiatLady Mar- 
garet is the id^ter of a duke; buttheCraiglands- 
fiHiiily is highly respectabte.-^! beg your pardon^. 
Sir Andrew,..! have perhaps taken too great a li- 
berty in this jocular proposal.'^ 

/«.0h r said Lord Sandyford, "if you knew 
Sir Aiidre^ as weU &9 1 do,' you would not lay 
SQ Qitich stress' on. the disparity of rank; no man 
e«a set less^ nor at the same time a more just ya^^ 
lijie Aipon h.— Pray, Mr Cunningham, was your 
fath^ in Parltftiaent P'? 

. Cxaig^imds^ spirits, whi<^h had previously been 
mhgt had und^r^lie a strange depression by 
these observations, and the accent and look with 



270 CHAPTEB XXXII. 

which he answered <^ No,^ to the EagrPs ^MMabn, 
almost upset the gravi^ of the whole oc^ypfc^ 
ratoTs. ... 

^^ Perhaps^ however,^ Tesumed the £«d, ^^ your 
grandftther was ?" .r'^v- ' 

The Laird was still more mortified when obli«» 
ged to repeat the negatifve. 

^ That's very extraordinary ^^ said his LoxdBUf^ 
as if drawing- Imnself up Hito- his noUiity. 

The Laird found himself dbldiig, as it wef^ 
into the swinish multitiide— es{iecially when Sir 
Archibald added; ^^ I do not recollect, CriBgl^ads> 
at this moment, if any of your anoesttwa weve 
baronets." 

" Never mind, Laird, whether they were or 116,^ 
cried Sir Andrew, i^ho porc^ved that tltt joke had 
been carried quite far enough—-*^ 111 no ol^ee to 
Miss Mary on that account. But I doubt, weii^ 
you and me ""greet about the job, Miss Misy w^AiU^ 
na be willing to grant her consent.^ 

'^ And wha the deovil gied her ony consent in 
the matter T exdidmed the old gentUmian, ^bd to 
find himself not utterly insignificant 
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L<»d Sandyford My this little' sally discovered 
die i^aiid'^s jealousy of Iiis sister^s aut}ipnty» and 
said, ^^ It is certainly natural enough, that an old, 
Maiden aunt should be averse to see her niece 
promoted to a higher rank than her own; but 
surely the Baxonet is not in earnest when he sup- 
poses that Mr Cunningham is sulgect to any con* 
trol from his sister with respect to the diqK)sal» 
of his daughter-— The thing is not for a moment 
to be imagined.^ 

'' No, rU be ^himn'd if it is C cried the Laird, 
bravely strikii^ the table to augment the eini- 
phasis of his asseveration — ^^ Mary Cmmingham 
is my dochter, and the Cridglands my estate."" . 

<< I thought,^ interrupted Sir Archibald, '', that. 
Ae Craiglands was entailed ?"" 

^^ And so it is,"" replied the Laird, ^^ but its on 
hmts general, and in the course of nature it will 
be Mary's.'" 

^^ Oh !"" exdaimed the Earl, ^^ in that case your , 
(dster herself might succeed ?" 

'^ What o' that ?"" cried the Laird quiddy. 

^^ Nothing— *0 nothing,'^ replied his Lordship 
earelessly ; ^^ but the diance of succeeding, though 
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remote, may induce the old Lady to plltce ob- 
stacles in the way of Miss Cnnningham ever }yeix^ 
married at all C and his Lordshq) added, with a 
very eentimental accent^->^^ Human life is Mt-of 
uncertainty, and the young as well as the old are 
the daily victims of death. Though the thot^t 
is painftd, yet more extraordinary events hlive oc- 
curred than that of Miss Cunningham dying eten 
before her father. Were her aunt to succeed to 
the family estate, the old Lady might be induced, 
by some needy young fellow, to 6v«look her own 
advanced age. I would not affirm that she con- 
temj^tes any such contingency, but in the ca- 
sualties and follies of the world, there is a reason- 
able ground for supposing, not to say suspecting, 
that she may be actuated by considerations of that 
kind;' 

The Laird looked alternately at each of the 
gentlemen present, while Sir Archibald, with a 
countenance expressive of the most alarming sa- 
gacity, said, ^^ That accounts for it*— that ac- 
counts for it ! No one ever before could give a 
satisfactory reason why a gentleman, lik^ my 
friend Craiglands here, should hsvre kept his on^ 
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ly di^gbter and Jitineto so long m such a state of 
seclusion ; but noa^. of us; ^ere aware tliat Miss 
Mi^ might liaye interested i^otives for prevent- 
ing the young lady firom forming a suitable ma* 
tcnnoniid coimexicin.^ 

>'^iltfik »a,^ exclaimed the Laiid^.'' but Fm 
^'^'^^ y^ ^^ made a tew gue4s» for I ne'e^ 
<xndd get to 'die bottom o* my sister's pbjectionfi 
to this young man and to that. Whea^ was. there 
a.B[U)re proper match than Tarn DelapjO' Soutb- 
«fian> that's heir to /the whole tot io' his nucleus 
land and gatherings? and she gart the poor simply 
lassie true he waa little better than silly.— :Lord- 
sake, Sir Andrew, I wish ye wotdd but speer 
Mary'^B price i^ . 

*.* With ail my heart," cried our hero. 

^^ Then gie^s your hand, and a bargain be't, gija 
ye fii^d her willing,'* cried the Laitd ; and with 
tjhat stretching out his hand» he Si<>ck our hero's 
hieaTtily. Upon which Sir Axehibfddriusistedthat: 
afrethliottle should be (^peifedf. to (drink success 
to a coitttship ao sanctioned ; but as it was not 
the policy of the allied powera .to allow the Laird 

u2 
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time to leroke bis pledge, ilie Eaorl floon jftop pro- 
posed tltat they should join At ladies. U ;>;r- 
' The Laird, elerated bjr the wia^ and the m. 
lorous sense of the independence he had shewn, 
entered the drawing-room with a trinmphantoonn- 
tenance, but somewhat unsteady in his steps, and 
with his hands a^etehedottt as if he was gmposg 
his way: Miss Cnmikigham, on observing his con- 
dition, immediately rose and led him to a chair. . 

^^ That^s a dawty T was the delighted old gen* 
tleman''s exdbmalaon. — ^ It^s a^ scittled, — it^s a" 
settled.^ 

'' What's settled ?"" cried Miss Mizy. 

^^ Settle thysel, Misy, and dinna scald thy 
lips in other folks^ kail,^ retorted the Laird ; and 
he added exultingfy,---*^^ Leddies, do ye ken that 
me and Sir An&ew hae made a paction in pre- 
sence of my Lord and Sir Archibald^ wheareby k 
is covenanted between us, that he's to mak my 
dochter,Mary Cnnningham, Leddy Wylie«-^a&g 
lip to har, Sir Andrew-^ang up, ye Uate wee 
deevil, and gi^^her a smadc on the tae cheeky and 
syne on the tother^^that's the way to woo.'' 
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The ladies exchanged lodes with one another ; 
and Miss Cunningham, foreseeing wme impending 
Mifaarrassment, rose and proposed to her aunt, as 
the evening was fiir spent, that they should return 
.home. The carrii^^es were accordingly ordered, 
and, in the course <tf a few minutes, it was an* 
ttoonoed that they were at the door. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

AN ACCIDENT. 

While the Laird in the dining-room was ho* 
coming generous with Auchinward's claret, Robin 
Taigle, in the servants^-ball, gr^r so mellow with 
the ale, that when the carriage was called, every 
object danced before his bewildered sig^t, and the 
sure and steadfast earth felt to him as if it were 
reeling beneath his steps ; insomuch, that even daft 
Jamie said to him, ^^ Robin, we hae a lang road 
before us ; but I^ feart yell be mair fashed wi* 
the breadth than the length o^t.**^ 

However, by the help of Sb Archibald'^s ser- 
vants, Robin was placed in his saddle. Never- 
theless, when the family came to embark, his con- 
dition was so apparent, that Sir Andrew, for whom 
Lor^ Sandyford'^s carriage was again in attends 



anoe^isusted that they filu^uld.acoept of 2|t^ Tim 
ladies would gladly haye &¥aikd thcsoaselves of the 
eSkar-^MisA Mixy declario^ that ^^ it Waa a black* 
bciniiiig ahame to be seendrivai by uca drunktiki 
beAerel ;^ but the Lwxd was inexotdde. . 

<< We hae our own carnage»^ said he ; ^^ aiid 
what finr diouldna we tah ^ we o^t ? As fe> that 
do^napf^e, Rabin, 111 let'jpoa see what TU ^p 
wi^ him when I get him hame. Th^e shssU he # 
moiutidn in the house ere iMig, tak my word for^t ; 
. so, mter, kipple .tip your eoats add step in ; IQii^ 
M«ry, gie me a grip o' you* d.duth«r." 

' Our hero, howeTcxi andihe servUntoy saT^ hep 
fiotmv tho'pttseone'^ hi» .weight 4 aiiii lifter sope 
effint with tb^more i%$ileiis shoves ai^dpiic^es^ 
he waa laisedinld hfts-seflii, AniMrtiiailategii^wI, 
OLtended for the c^tomaiy. ^^ joe,, bnitt^'' ^fp 
SoUh, then admoniahed^^ «^mes'th#t;t|i#y 
were free to prooeod; ... ;. - ^f >- 

' fiie^bidrew, apiajo^eqsiye, from the:^te of ^ 
dMriotfer, thai wm atieideot M«^t «Qami ^^f^ 



iSm^ in itadei!:[to \m^v» T^i^e^s ti^; aa^^. 
]ttulrl^l.thi8 pfooftHfii^i^ j^ne^eeiW^:; for, jf^^ 
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Jaime piedieted, the ln««ddi of ibe roajl^i^travt- 
Ued Robin, itM Ae'cankge went fimraidsUdc- 
11^ from side to side like a vessel beating agajpit 
the wind— «t every duuige of the ogsag dnvsag 
to the very e^ of jeoMndr. More.dian onoe^t.^^ 
use anodier nautical phrase, it missed stays rand 
bat for the sagacity of '^ the bmtes^ in baddi^f, 
in spite of Rebin^s whip, Ae wh<de concern wpnld 
assuredly have been cast away in. diedkeh. How- 
ever, under that special providaioe which the poo* 
verb says guards all penraiis in the sitoatioi^ of 
this worthy ooachmaa, the fiunily were enaMed to 
pass the Girdle in safety ; bat opposite die aouth 
gate of Eg^ton, Bobin seemed to hesitate, as if 
at a loss whether to take the Stane-castle load^ or 
to proceed straight forward'<-a drcomstaBceiWhieh 
surprised his master, w^ said justly, that had he 
been in his sober seises, he oi^ht to have faiown 
the road better, and ordered him to go on to b* 
tine. Bat agiffiMt tins, Miss Misy judicisiidtjr 
proteM^iid-Hiffirming, in the most reasonaUe mail- 
ner, Aat itwooU be a disgrace to tfaaaii fi»f3f0i4o 
pass ditoi^ liie town wkh noA a porlet el ^ 
driver;^ AcccHrfia^y, it her soggeationt. S|l|b^ 
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v^ <j<ymmimded by th^ L^d^ ^di Waxy Titup^ 
rative epithets, such as, ^^ HI lettm ybo to fi& 
ymirsel fuV ^md so ftfrdi, to take the wynd which 
leads from the BuIlet»Toad to tile Dinton-hiowe ; 
"by whidi the &mily were s|>ayed horn the jibes 
"aifid- jeers of the obser^aii^t iidialbataats of the aft- 
'cient royal borough. 

" Still all went well, aad the eveniag was beanii- 
icd. As they droTe down ^ Stlwimiiiig road, the 
'gentle features of Ae scenery on the right were 
rendered sdU me^ ^leanng by the softening me- 
dium of a s^ht earial base ; and the swelhng hitta 
in front, b^ood the woods of Eg^inton, as liiey 
rose in the sober livery of the twilight, seemed to 
assume an abrupt and fiiomitamoufl character; 
while dark masses -^ dotKl^ intermk^led wiA 
hoary mists, like the steaaamg vapours, of a Tot 
oano, covered the sumnuta of G^Mitfield, «id gave 
it the appearance of Mount Etna, wladi it so 
much resembles in foinx andoiitlkie. Bat onr tnh 
Tellers were not long pentutted to oontem^bM the 
cafan still beau^^rof the iriaBitier evteittng. Just 
as Robm crossed die Red*buiii bsri^, by some 
unlucky and ungnaided puU of the r^inS) ew-of 
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ibe borieft:g»Ye a.6Ud4«a pbtt^? si>4 the carriage 
irtsovevtvnied In the hedge* ^ 

The la£e8 were sp^eidily extricated, but tine 
poor Laird was lifted out inaeiuuble. He, how- 
0V^, iOQii xecovet^ ; and, at first, it did not ap-^ 
fear lue had rooaved aay material injury y biil on 
being conveyed home with the hudi^ and the Ba- 
jfwet in Lord Sandyfbrd's .coach, on alfghtixig he 
complained of sotHethipg no ^i^^ widi his in- 
ward pwts ; adding:, hpwev^, l|iat it was a merci- 
&d ^ling hk hiad was m $^09g'ft8't9 withstand 
the dunt that stunned Ima i)a:tbejW|^i^ 

:Sir Andrew adti«dlh9.ladj49 tQ;S^E^ for adoo- 
toe, but this the old:g)9ntl^nii^'..iM0^14.not p^- 
inh; fiir, among hia other ]^udipa§ n^di^fFi^ctp^, 
Jke noiui^ifdftidiisUkf^J^ ^ j^4»|]jty--rd9clariiq[, 
4!bat .^' Bineejdoctors hiKd-J^anp^t .ta b|ep counts }ike 
ihipp4Mep^i^ wbfifu th^ get a man iU,t they hae as 
i»tural an inte«e3( U^iJif^Y^ D^ias tjie wabsters 
and aout^n) in., the. health, iwd well^^^og o' their 
otetomera«^: fTho b^tt?? to colour: I^s z:epugnauce 

jfco-lend fi* I>9<4<»r AtQi9yi <he.5(ie4wl fti^W' ^ 
ihfefaniily, hM%!ted: to mipk^ Jightqf .hifs hyrt, 
]»yaepting. a> de|»eq of f^nrngs wdactivity pxe^' 
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ternatioral to his chioact^. In the ooofse of the 
night, however, he felt hiinself so seriously- paiii- 
ed that h^ was obliged to raise the house. 

In the meantime our h^o/who had retired t6 
his grandmother^s, refitted witii some degree of 
anxiety on the events of the day, He saw, in the 
caprice and pr^udices of the Laird, many ingre£- 
ents calculated to emmtter a connexion with his 
family — ^nor was he altc^ether satisfied <^ith the 
oold and studied reserve with which Mary had 
treated him after dinner in the drawing-rooair 
His experience of the world had not instructed 
him in the devices of the female heart, and he 
was not aware that the very same demeanour 
which checked and repressed his ardour, and wiiich 
made him doubt whether he ought even to dis- 
close to her his long attachment, would, to a man 
more accustomed to the innocent wiles of woman-* 

kind, have been regarded as'ihe most encouraging 

f ' - 

symptom. In a word, he began to suspect that 

he had been betrayed by the influence of early 

 « • • » • 

recollections. into a fond folly, and to think thift, 
perhaps, the wisest step he could take, would' be 
to abandon his intention at orice^ . r ^ 
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Why he should have giyen way to gu^h Miec- 
tHms as these, especially as .tbe^dbstaeles ^i^ti^^ 
opposed to hia deoD^ Iwl be^i so greatly l^sepcd 
in the course of the 4iKy, muat^we iiiii|gmq,.be 
nscribed to th^ circiifiHtancea and.yascUlatioDB f:^ 
the lov^ lunacy. Certain it U that he fdl asle^ 
after ahooet workiag himself into apersua^pn that 
he. ought not to think of irremediably unitu^ 
himself with a stock so knotted and knarled with 
obsolete prejudicnes as that of Craiglands ; and that 
he awoke in the merping with the most delightful 
antidpationis, as if, during sleep, his mind had un- 
consciously reasoned itself back again into a more 
congenial way of thinking. He was perfectly per* 
suaded that the Laird, with all his faults and 
foibles, was in the mam a man possessed of many 
of the homely virtues that befits the character of 
a resident landlord. 

Immediately after breakfast, he accordingly 
walked to The Place fi)r the purpose of explaining 
to Mary the motives of his visit to Scotland ; but 
on entering the parlour he found only Miss Mi^. 
^< I fear,^ said she, ^^ that my brother has gotten 
an inward injury, and we^ a** sae conoemed at 



tile ill night he has passed, that ive hae sent for 
tX^i»! Atomy to come immediately to see'liim.'* 
The Baronet expressed his sdnow, and^ as the 
lady told us herself ^^-he sympathised in a feeling 
miiniier, that shewed both his great jtidgment and < 
gensiWlity." 

Mary, in the meantime, was attendSng ber fii*' 
ther, and perhaps, tmd^ the circnmstanoes. Her 
lover might that morning have left the house 
without sedbg her, but for Bell Lampit, whb 
now foresaw, by so many signs of intercourse and 
growing cordiality, that^ a weddSng would ensue, 
ahd could not resto her desire to u^nm Mias 
Cunningham that the Biu^net was in the house. \ 

'' What's your will. Miss Mary ?"" said Bell, 
looking in at the door of the Laird^ room, as if 
she had been reaDy summoned. 

<^ I did not iing«-i«it mu«t have been my aum,'' 
was the reply. 

<< Na, na, lifiss Mary, she has other fish to 
fry,"* exclaimed BidI in an audible whisper, step* 
ping forwardrinto the room with long tiptoe stiides, 
using her arms Imd hands as if they had been 
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wings to lij^itea her &<>tfiai»~'' SWs.wi' ^lA^^ 

drcwTV •••:•' -''"^tiju. 

«< WlunTs tbiit tiakto tftwpy doing her^ ?"" , , ^ 

<^ £h i megBly^ naister •!' I tb^Mg^ht ye were 
soun' deeptag;; lioo'rey^^ 4»y» tffter tb^ 4^1^. 
All coop. Rolnn has gotten an awful d(K»r w th« 
Jbi6oi ite dnk 1»9 humnaa's wx^y ^wUiet.'' . 

'< An I wet^ at tim I 'w^ivld hpo*]:e tiiee :.p^ 
a* my pEcaeiii^eitlvi n»<HaMiati^*rJ>^?U,a9 the Mke of 
diat hwy was e^fae la. piqr er^tab^ finpi^,"" es<* 
ciainted the lisoid. . 

'< O ! tnaiat^,'' ]r9t(0le4 the kfctned Selli, '' ^e 
dibuld theie bettei''^ mm l^triifi^ingwUllr ^^^atpi* 
ty is a.bi|^iwoolhy <rf;^.goc|sjjr , 

Maijy was x)U]ged tp.Jbioi|^.ailrrthis ni^^jvp. 
pr»ti(Mi of one of. Semctfi i»nmt^» wbH^t at Jj^ 
same time, she ordei^ BeU to J/^^ye th^:ro$M|u .. 

"Ye aec^ Maiy/njj^.^tr''- jBftl^jlihe 0I4 gen- 
tleman, ^^ what it is to exceed the boiu^ of. §eiir 
oatidn, feritV no to be 4(mbtO(!l'th94 too much 
Iwaiixtg has milde ym hm^ W(4. mr^^ tbft 
tiffi 1^^ P^iO. I Tl>e bead& :<^ ^^i^pi^^M^aUiy 
are^ in niy^paufm, not ofiia qfipai^i^y te tak^Jp 
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mttddrmair dianithe pkia troths o^ Scnpture 
and die Motlien^ Cinitdieft Tli6Qtte8tioB-*boaic*s 
GWer Utde far (the test o^ UitHa; I^ mjsd, never 
got fairer liiftn <^ No iteve;iiiaii;' "^ 
''^ffh^ liaitd ^as'^oOMdiiig ia thie m.y«to give 
lift c^ittioti bii^ *dhtf p»piikur wlgtrit^ga^^ edu- 
efttiba; Mb fete^ d&qfNffuig: baa'tft^bteome-tiilkA- 

'^Maty,'' «atd th(^ dU L«fy ngnifieaiiA^ 
^* ye^ gang deii^ the stttr and entertidft & An- 
drew, and m bide m" jonr fader tSl^tfae Doctor 



comes.'' ^ ' 



'' Doetorr TCKM^tfted the labd-^^' Wha 
the deeril has sent for the doiter to ihe ? .They 
had a sto^k o' inipuiA^nce*-->A doetor to afait hte, 
that ril soon no be-a poA Ae:iranrn\ il Jiaelnae 
broo o' doctors^ fiNPthonghthcy- inay leaan/atthe 
CoHe^ to hag^e aff a sab leg, 6t to faowkont a 
rotten toothy Ihey ken as Ittde about eomflaints 
in ijte stomach aaalochJeecAiy andnoaaeanucklia; 
"fi^ the leech, ^i^ thing, has a natvallcmnrle^ 
o'^^hat it'^s about, and sedu nae feebutia-pieUe 
saut on it^ neb, imd a <Ar*p caller wateema. bot- 
tle. Nane o' the dxogueiy nor the xoguflfy o' dec- 
tors for me.*" 
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Mary faarrtng jn the wwiiatiiir 1^ 4be. IrckMi^O 
iriA ye nwU be iti& mAmu^fmmyoxffBdf uki 
no fiidi your head ivitk m dbluiiadkvenk^ . , 

<'Wliar'aHai7 Prasad the X4uxd; ''Iivwid 
nliier Inwr her haiEe than thee y f^rrsheVo^ a^ipfld 
and a medc natase^ the iiUc^ ia.a.bleafied i|^w- 
ritance^ as Mr Syioi^gtm alid ab Siinday, and 
worthy of ail a6Qe)»taliiOii; whesreas them bp jdieae 
of 4t woiJAy gnia and fi^MilatiG^ a>arie to |«ddi^ 
and in to card, and needing mouy a rug and im 
by the powerftf hand of chastis^oaent, before their 
aonls aie nought into gapan^ats o^ praise.^ ; 

"Brother," MJd Mln Mky kisdly, atmck bgr 
the giosring inooheveney of die <dd gendemaa, 
^ I doobt ye^ waur than ye let wit*"^ 

<< I^ imco dry,^ waa the onawer. ^^ It^s a woa^ 
dero^ nature, Aat the'mair a body drkika heiqiv 
grows the drm; but &x ArohibaWs dttsel una 
of a fine quality ; andrtally yon Sir Andiew&i 
a oooncfll cDtatune— I trow I gart the prqiiiafc 
Enj^^iah Yierlhiqgh, when I said that Sir AnAiew 
would nevtr be able to Iw our Mary, unless he 
eetUd speel up and g^ his taes in her pouches. 
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It^fl'iby'feftrduit. their baisAfl iriU be sic wte mo- 
4hNurt» o^tkbgs, that wlien th^ b^n to totile 
atMmt the house, well- hae to tie bells to thmr 
backs to hear whar they gang, tot Fm thinkiag 
thejr^U be running in aneath the beds. ^Odsake, 
but I would be blithe to see the wee totties spin- 
wag about the fbor Uke peeries.^ 

^^ I beg,^ said his sister, with an accent of 
nadety and grief, ^^ that you will try to keep 
jroursel quiet. It^s no right to indulge sic vaga- 
ries.^ 

^* Ar^na they my ain granchilder !^ exclaimed 
the Laird. " Would ye hae me as void o^ natu- 
fality for them as you, that^s but their aunty ? 
and no even that, for ye^ a remove fiuther off, 
Misy. — 111 send to Ghisgow for a hobby-horse to 
WiUy, ^cause he^s caM baith for me and my ain 
poor WiUy that deet of his wounds. Many a 
sere hour o^ suffering he had ; but he was a brave 
bd wi^ a lid heart His wound wasna on the 
back.; but won in the front o^ the battle, and 
worn on his bveast like a star o^ honour.^ 

The poor old man^s paternal fedings overcame 
Um, and he lay weeping with a diildish fondness 
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tmd simplidiy, tOl Mm Miiey, tillable any longer 
to control her'apprebensioBs at the rapid jnrogfcfiB 
of die defirium, hastily mn down stairs to coifi- 
mnnicate her alarm. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

THE DBAlffi AN9 Bf^9IAI>* 

Whsn Miss Mby entered tlie paedmir^ she 
ilkturbed b^ otieee and the Baronet m tbejaaiddk) 
of a very interesting c^mversaticHi* He had noi 
actually faUen on hisr knees b^re the adoxedobf 
ject of his nnnantie f<»idnoss^ as thetiovdi8ta><»f 
the fomnine gend^ would describe & bcn)ine. sw 
nularly situated ; bnt^ a&er adveith^ to tfae;oe» 
cuirences of the preceding day, hewas adyaEoaBg 
ar rapidfy towards a disdk)sure of the.wish neanst 
his heast^ as eeuld reasonably be espected from .a 
man of his tesnpertinee in all things ; and Miss 
Cunnii^Mn w^ Hstening, as if she eigoyedthe 
fuMknent of an anotent* prediction^ nalntvand sgaih^ 
ling, bat wkh a 8k>w «H3d prc^und enu^ian.tJi^ 
aifected the very bottom of her heart— «.8Baaolh 
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rolling swell and undulation of the spirit, whidi a 
little more vehemence in her lover might have 
thrown into all those tempestuous commotioiM 
which formerly belonged to the lady^s part of the 
performance in a declaration 6f love. She •had 
long, for we may now speak freely of her senti* 
ments, contemplated, with a strange feeling of 
wonder, blended with pleasure, the arrangement 
that Fate appeared to be making for the era which 
had now arrived ; every new instance of our hero'^s 
advancement, as it came to her knowledge, con- 
tained, as it were, an admonition of their predes- 
tinated union, and this presentiment was never 
affected by any of those saddening influences 
which the mystic sense and auguries of fiitalism 
commonly excite. The image of Wylie was asso- 
ciated in her imagination with the bright and joy- 
ous days of childhood ; and his small and ungain- 
ly figure was in her imagmation so wreathed, if 
the expression may be allowed, with the garlands 
of happy recollections, that it was endeared to the 
eyes of habitual aflPection with sometlmig more 
interesting than the advantages of personal ap- 
pearance. 

14 
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^^ Mary 9^ said her aunt, bursting hastily into 
the room, ^^ it's my opinion your father's gaun 
by himsel.'" 

Mi»s Cunningham, alarmed at the news, start- 
ed^&om her seat, and hurried up stairs. At the 
jMme moment, Dr Atomy arrived, and dafi; Ja- 
mie, who was lounging about the house, on see- 
iilg the Doctor alight, ran forward to hold his 
horse. 

" Jamie,'' said the Doctor, " is that you ?'* 
** Deed is't," replied Jamie, taking the bridle, 
^* it's my ain mother's son." 

** And who is your mother, Jamie ?" rejoined the 
Doctor. 

" She's vera weel, I thank you, sir," was the 
answer; which so discomposed the gravity of the 
Doctor, that he came into the parlour with a gay- 
er countenancethan suited the occasion; insomuch, 
that 'Miss Mizy put on a visage proportionally 
more solemn. 

" My brother's vera ill. Doctor," said she, "and 
Sir Andrew Wylie — ^this is Sir Andrew — ^is just 
wmting to hear what ye think o' him." 

" Is this the great Sir Andrew Wylie ?" ex- 
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claimed theDoctor^ lookuu; tm^u^our hob', and 
bending forward with on expremoii of aniazenumv 
in his face^ which gradually assumed the ciBt of 
▼eneration^ and, before the Biuronet-had) time to 
make any reply, he went up to him^ and said, 
^^ What is your ojdnioni ^ Ancbrewv of die lat^ 
fall m the funds?" 

^^ Doctor^^ interposed Miss Mi^^ ^^ ye mauna^ 
enter on your bad times just noo— gang first eoiA 
see my brotheri and then ye caii^ come and- con- 
verse wT Sir Andrew about the- brekfiihg o^ the 
government;' 

The Baronet,- perceiving the solicitude of the 
old lady, in the hopes that by a precise answer 
the Doctor would the sooner go to the pad^nt, 
replied, that he oooBidered the. recent fidla tem- 
porary fluctuation. 

^^ I am most happy to hear you thiidc so,'" ex- 
claimed the Doctor, and was proceeding to enlarge 
on the subject, when Miss Mizy again inten*ti|y^^ 
ed him. 

** My brodier,'' said Ae^ " has met wi* a se- 
vere bin and oontusicm, and be^s in a roviiq^ &- 
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. ^^ The fall has been conside£able,^ rejoined the 
Doctor, thinking of the Ainds. 

. ^^ ^Deed it was a mercy we warenaa^ killed out- 
right,"^ replied Miss Mizy ; ^^ for the chaise madea 
cliean whamle, and the Laird was lowermost*^ 

The Doctor, still intent on his o^n topic, 
said f^ Sir Andrew, ^^ I trust,. however, that the 
^ects will not he permanent It is melancholy 
tp think how uncertain every thing is.*" 

" Ye ne^er. Doctor, made a wiser observe,*" 
said Miss Mizy, morally ; ^f for, after, spendiiig a 
iliost pleasant day at Auchinward,.wha could hae 
thought we would hae to dree so soon sic a pe« 
nanee for our pkasure^ 

Dr Atomy lodced round with a coppassionate 
l^nile at Miss Mizy, and then began to q>eak on 
jthe common popular topics of the day toiha-Ba- 
ronet, who, not altogether pleased with his.per^« 
nacity, reminded him of the object of his visit 
The Doctor, ke^ him free from ^' bad times,"^ 
was a9 amiable and liumane character, and .this 
admonition was effectual : he immediately ibllow- 
i»d Miss Mizy to b^ brother^s apartment. 
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' To the first question which he put to the Lidrd, 
the reply was characteristic. f ,•« 

" I^m vera weel, Doctor,'' said the patient*-^ 
^' ne'er was better ; but there's a something I din- 
na understand wi' me, for a' that ; and I'm fiished 
wi' strange folk ; crowds o' them coifie and &t be- 
hind the curtains at my bed-head, and the de'il a 
ane of them wDl speak out, and tell me their 
cracks, but they continue whispering and whisper- 
ii^g, and hu^er-mu^ering, as if they were smug- 
gling something awa'." 

Both his sister and daughter, who were stand- 
ing beside the Doctor, were much afiected by Ais 
speech, and could not refrain from tears ; for it was 
too evident, from the Doctor's manner, that there 
was then indeed something about to be removed 
*The whispmngs of which the djring man com- 
plained were the voices of those who had been 
. seat to bear him from this mortal world. 

, The Doctor having, as delicately (.as he cOuld, 
expressed his fears for the conseqtmnces of the in- 
jury which the old gentleman had suffeied, and 
having prescribed some sim^m^^^^^^ rstherto 
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uphold* the character of the profession than with 
any hope of doing the patient good, soon after re- 
tired, and Bell Lampit was almost immediately 
di^atched to the Manse to request the attendance 
'trfiMr Symington. 

Bell, who never tarried on her errands between 
one person and another, met the Minister walking 
leisurely by himself on the shady side of the 
high-road. 

*^ Ye maun come up to The Place directly, 
sir,^ was her salutation, ^^ for we're a' feared that 
tlie Laird's vital spark's gaun out. Miss Mary 
sent me wi' her compliments to bid you come.'' 

" I'm very sorry to hear this.—- 1 understood 
his hurt was of no consequence," replied the cler* 
gyman. 

'' 'Deed, sir," said.Bell, '' his Hfe is just like 
the dying lamp's unsteady flame. ^ To be or not 
to be,' is the state of Ms'ptecious soul ^ so I h<^e 
yell no delay, for it wiH-^be a sad and a sore 
thing if the Laird's alloo't to jump the shoal o' 
time like the beasts that perish." And holding a 
jargon dialect fjjUMf sort. Bell returned home 
with the Minister. rJiit before reaching the house 
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AevoAmaoaAm of die faram I^sd fo nip^y 4mU 
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wiiccdy dut the piMient vis in no odndition to re- 
€nvtt the flpuhual phyrician. 

In the eoorse of the sftemoon the violence of 
the symptoms abated, and for sereral days the 
Laizd langnidied under the evident decay of all 
his ^fiunhies. He was not, a^Mirently, very ill, 
but hk ^strength was entirely prostrated, and he 
lingered within the imbecility of the second ehild- 
hood^ in its most hdpless stet^ smitten with a 
pafient .sillyneBs that could not be seen without 
sonrow. He had ioet the^sense of present olgects, 
anddSandled overt the veeoflectionos of former years. 
Sontetimes he^hxmgfatxif his lady, and would talk 
to 'her lof Jheir household ooncem»-»ocea6bnally 
chiding her for being low-spirited, and reminding 
her ( of die^gieat ihonour «ad advantages^^of fortime 
iriucb die had aeqotred by ihmr marriage! But 
dieplayftilpess of ^his: cfaiidren in dieir childhood 
ehiefiy engaged Ynn fancy t and he would chuckle 
witbHdte tgreakest glee oat their little pranks. In 
diesiwkt^ jfaoweVer, of his 'mirth, some gfeam of 
lemiiiiflcenee 'Kould shoot aoross fais mmd, and. 
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WUeniy recoHecting Aat his dnlin^ WlBy wa» 
kifv}g;dead, he would break out inta-fieah and 
kmd lamentations, like the ^ef of -an innocent 
ehild that bewafls the loss of a favourite bird. In 
this condition he continued seren days. In the 
afternoon of the eighth, prostrate nature seemed 
to rally her forces ; but death was more powerful, 
and she sank in the contest. - 

Though Craiglands.possessed few of those qua- 
lities which atlractgad^al popularity, or personal 
esteem, he was yet so blameless in Ms Hfe^ and ^o 
easy^as, a landlord^ ^t he enjoyed among hie te- 
nants and vfllage neighbours, something kindlier 
-and stronger Ihan ekher popularity or esteem. 
The homeliness of his manners came in aid of 
tfaeir national reYeraice,.for the honours tJi birth 
and rank, and made them yield a homi^ of f eel- 
ingandrespeet when they heard of his death, as 
-profound as -that^wluch is paid to the memory of 
lilF greater beneficence, talent, and worth. He 
was, besides, the last of an ancient line, Bcircum«- 
stanee m itself calculated to awaken interesting 
assodations ; fixr althoi^ his sister and daugfat^ 
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rsurvived, tlie oonntrf folks aroand oonaaAapoitbe 
fiunily extiiifpiished by the death of the h«t jaale 
heir. The day of his fimeral was, in coosequeiioe, 
one of great stdenmity in Stoneyfaohn, and all the 
.neighbouring hamlets. Not only the geitry, but 
the tenants attended, and many of the inhalKtaiits 
of the villi^e ; a vast concourse of old aadyooi^ 
assembled at The Place, and the retinue that fol- 
lowed the hearse, was in perfect accordance irsth 
the pageantry which the peo{4e thought due to 
the obsequies of the last Laird. 

Among several <dd persons in the village, who 
had spent their lives in the service of the Craig- 
lands, was Thomas Daisy, a very aged man, <^ 
such a venerable a{^>earance, thfit it was a com- 
mon saying that nobody could tell when he m^ 
young. He had been upwards of seventy years 
nominally.the gardens, but for some time fftifft 
to this period, he h^d been pensioned with a. wi- 
dow in Stoneyholm. Feeble with extreme>age and 
infirmity, he had not strength tQ join theotber 
mourners at The Place, but he waited- for ttke 
procession at the door of the cottage whete he V9<- 
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fiided, and as it jpassed he came forward leaning 
onf Jn» staff. ' Holding his hat m his hand, and 
ifith slow and tottering steps, he followed at some 
little distance. His venerable appearance, his 
long flowing grey hairs, and the silent «onow with 
which' he moved along by himself, attracted the 
attention of the children of Mr TannyhilTs school, 
and they gradually detached themselves fipom the 
apectatoK, and forming a cirderround him, as he 
fekeringly walked forward, insensibly fell into 
the order of a« little procession, of which he was 
the leader. . '?^J 

When the hearse reached the gate of the 
ehnrchyard, the carriages of the gentry drew 
aside, and the coffin was taken ont and placed on 
thespakes... This occupied a little time, during 
which old Thomas, attaided by the children, 
came up, and passed on towards the family bury- 
iag-place. It was an ancient, massy; walled enclo- 
sure, ornamented with sculptured skulls and urns: 
a tablet, on which the arms of the Craigland Cun- 
ninghaiftB had been emblazoned, in the rude car- 
vii^ of the sixteenth century^ occupied a niche 
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time iMdloiig betm. natpeeted bf the .^v31agiiB ; 
but dwring ^tfiie ineundbeDcy of Doctor BoMdeal, 
tb^ chsffclijfiBNUgate loqqpeiied to he aHowed td 
fill from ite Mnges, by vbi€h.the mboohhoyn^ m 
tbeir ^y:hQux8, hsrii^ fireeoocess, it ?iiad suffer- 
ed, ^iM»godicr of dicirdib]^datioii8. OntaWy, 
howc^fer^ ficom no- .•nutlipe agttnstthe'fiBASy^'Oii 
die eoidarary, solely, if we rightly vecolket our 
own jmrenileMBtimeiits on the occasion, (bonig 
eoBceined.ui the dewstsdon,) -firom a most ^con- 
scientious abhorrence of the idolatrou;[:tbnsts of 
pi!pi8t«yaiid«prelacy,:smBeftraditionaryop]mon ha- 
lang^arissn in the sdioDl, diatitheaaid^DeBn^.irith 
the- »pp0 rt e i3i, had been .idols of /old, belonging 
to that once BalijrlQiiishiSaBietuary, the.Abbcy of 
KSirinning. Nor was the. notion entirely without 
andiadow of htstoriotl'ftct ; fiirthe-fiKinder^'the 
Gittgland Ckinninghsins was axsdet xj£ dK; Glen- 
eaim fiaaify;.i«id rwhen the pious J3«e1 of that 
name iwnied'thrireliipans jiouses ef Jkyxshise, 
during -the iRefoniiatBan, ^ .Fiidbtaad Cim- 
nin^ain of 'flnmtbdbjhe, came in for a share of 
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theiidwider^ and'Sodaid the isiAseqiicnt-graiiideiir 
o(Pi^ideaceiidaiits,:m the portbn which -bt^Moei- 
ved of the domaiiiB a£ thst ridi ^dbbacy. ^he 
Laird, at ihe thne when theaxnus weredofaoed, 
had been officiously, aa we wdl :TeooQect it waa 
deemed, told of the expldt, and had vowed a ter- 
riUe vengeanc^ and also to restore the sculpture, 
neither of which, however, he performed; so that it 
was observed as an ominous and remarkable thing, 
that the escutdieon of the family was entirely ob- 
literated. 

When the coffin was borne to the entrance of 
the sepulchre, the spakes were drawn out, and the 
undertaker'^s men having carried it within the en-- 
closure, it was placed on two planks over the 
grave, till a few particular friends who followed it, 
had received the cords attadied to the handles. 
At this moment old Thomas, with his head still 
bare, came forward opposite to the entrance, and 
as the plimks were ranoved, and the remains of 
his old master were lowered into the earth, he 
was unable to control his emotion. Wh^i the 
speotators in silence uncovered as the coffin reach- 
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ed its Iftst rest— 8 homage to the dispensations 
of Heaven, more affecting than any other funeral 
senrice— he sunk down on his knees, and con- 
tinned in that posture till the grave was filled, the 
earth trodden in, and the turf laid forever. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 



THE COKCLU8IOK. 



It is, in our opinion, a more awful thing to be 
bom than to die ; but without diseanting upon the 
question, it cannot be doubted that it is easier to 
write the first than the last chapter of a book. 
Every one of our readers must have seen, that 
the Laird'^s death, though it no doubt delayed, 
yet it was not an event calculated to subtract any 
thing from the happiness of our hero. Indeed, 
within as short a period as decency would permit, 
and shorter too than the prudent Miss Mizy 
thought decent, Mary and the Baronet were uni- 
ted. It woidd hare affixrded us the greatest plear- 
sure to describe llie notable tasks tnd cares which 
Miss Misy iock upon h^elf .at the wedd]ng->-»ho w 
she received a roving commission from her niece, 
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the heiress and bride, to go into Glasgow, and, 
in conjunction with Miss Peggy Picken, there to 
make the most judicious purchases for the bridal 
paraphernalia — ^in what manner, for two whole 
days, the judicious midden gentlewomen went . 
ttom shop to. shop,, inspecting, and pricing the ar- 
ticles, until they had ascertained where the best 
could be got che«peflt-*4iow.Mi6s Peggy caught a 
serere cold in the reconnoitre, and was obliged to 
wear a piece of red fiamiiel, round. her .t|uroa^ a 
post sovereign remedy, when ;theyiiiUied.fi)crth to 
,|nake the agt^ml purcha$iela--*iiiwbat.niaiuier thejF 
w|^e received on that ocQa^ion^ in consequence at 
having taxed the pdiitene^s and. civility of the 
shopkeepws, ti> the utmost ^stretch of bmoan pa- 
tience, in the prdiminary visits-— but: aU ihese 
things wouId4enumd a ^arcumst^ntiaKly. of narra^ 

timi, totaUj i^ca2;i){KMiblQ }^ Ibi&.rapid summa* 
tion of a qqiidtu£jQg;<;hi^Nter. Xetit Biffioe then 
to gay, ^at S|r Ajoidrfw jind Mi|Ty,. j«fter "being 
three fey^ %a|dayf>$riK^iM(lni.(^^ were 
Ignited lay Mr SfmagUiiti,0 l^h^JS}iM»Mibeiu^ 
ljr,b«ndsrpf fi|«trin)oiiyj ii^ pvosenoeiMily^f ihe ve^ 
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iieraUe :grandmother5 Mr Xaimyhill^ ^nd the «er^ 
•vfintsy MiBs Mifly acting as ^biidemaid* On this 
occasion Bell Lamiiit, jedng old Martba^ai&cted 
to teais, tfaought proper, at the eondusdon of the 
blessing, to Jtuneiier pipes, and send &rth a. most 
TociferouB sobbing and wan ; which, bowever, in. 
stead ofawakaiing any qonpathy, set all present 
a%Iaughing. 

Lord and Lady Sandyford had immediately, 
after the LairdV death, returned to Chastington* 
Hall, where, as soon as an eai^ journey permit- 
ted, they were visited by the happy pair. 

Buring that visit, much to the surprise of the 
Marquis of Avonside, Sir Andrew aceepted the 
Chiltren Hundreds, and ended his parliament^ 
aiy career ; an event which the Marquis attribu- 
ted to the exercise of some sinister influence oii 
the part of the Earl of Sandyford, whom his 
Lordship considered as-envious of the address, by 
which hehad secured the great talents of the Ba- 
ronet to the Mbustmal side. Sir Andrew also, 
at the same time, closed his lucrative connexion 
witfa Mr Vellum, -declaring, that he was satisfied- 



306 CHAFTEB XXXV. 

with the fortime he had acquired. The Earl and 
CounteBs again urged him to become their ndgh> 
hours ; and Castle-Rooksborough, which his Lord* 
ship had in the meantime purchased, was formal- 
ly offered as a temptation ; but firm in hi$ inten- 
tion to promote the welfare of his native country, 
he resisted alike the solicitations of interest and 
friendship, and returned to Scotland, where he has 
since continued to reside permanently, making, 
however, occasional visits with his lady to his old 
southern friends — in the last of which he heard 
that Ferrers, who occasioned so much unhappi- 
ness to the Countess, had. been killed in the Pe- 
ninsula ; and that the rector, who was also dead, 
had amply provided for the orphan Monimia. 

The only part of our hero'^s conduct which has 
excited any speculation, and. we mention it with- 
out comment, since it may be deemed equivocal, 
is the manner in which he has acted towards his 
grandmother. IVtany of the villagers at Stoneyholm 
thought, when he rebuilt the mansion-house of 
Wylie, that he ought to have removed Martha to 
^ ; indeed Lady WyHe herself was very urgent 
with the old woman to live with them, but the 
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Baronet said nothing, while Martha declared that 
th^y would both better shew their regard, by al- 
lowing her to spend the evening of her days in 
her own way, peaceably in the service of Him who 
h^d vouchsafed, of his own free grace, to shed 
such unmerited abundance on her declining years. 
By an arrangement conducted through the me- 
dium of Sir Archibald Maybole, Mr^Symington 
got a call to the parish of Auchinward ; and Mr 
Tannyhill, to the surprise and delight of the peo- 
^ple, who had long venerated his amiable and gentle 
dispositions, was promoted firom the school to the 
church, where he still exercises with undiminish- 
ed mildness the pastoral duties of the cure. On 
a late occasion, when in the neighbourhood, we 
went to his " Examine,"^ chiefly drawn thither by 
mere curiosity, many years having passed away 
since we were present at any thing of the kind. 
We fQund him seated in the venerable carved 
walnut elbow-chair, amidst the elders, in the ses- 
sion-house, listening with patient affection to the 
repUes of the youth of both sexes assembled ; and 
it seemed to oiur observant eyes, that he often 
jBighed to remark how much they were inferior in 
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laHgkwiB knowledge to their oitbedox gnents. 
Ampng athfiBB pceseiit ncas a lad, Rofaui Keimed^^ 
dotted in the spmcestcatol difping Jock, vho, 
under the«tyle and tide of Mr Shipper, had, after 
a three months^ insight with Messrs Bats ^d 
Lining, clothiers on the South Bridge of £din- 
inugh, supplanted his old master, Thomas-Steek, 
in the business of the young fanneiss of theparish. 
BoUn Kennedy was dressed in his Sunday stiit, 
but happening unfortunately to be seated on a 
bendi ^Aere a nail protruded, in standing up to 
answer the question, ^^ What .does every sin de- 
aerveP^ he tore his breeches, itnd .exclainied, look- 
ingback at the iiail, and feeling the wounded cor- 
duroy,— " God'^s corse.'*— ^* Very well, Robin,^ 
laid Mr Tannyhill, ^^ but. soberly and cooUy^. 

For some reason or anoth^, not. explained in 
,any satisfactory manner to the public. Miss Mizy 
is permitted to enjoy The Place By herself, where 
-she ia sometimes vi^ted by the Baronet and JLady 
Wylie, with their children. But on ^those occa- 
sions the drawing-room isvalwayBcarefidly^locked; 
Ii»4hebh]]dre%asi6he^haslier8el£a6su33edus, are 
auoh^tempests, pactieulady 'the 'boys,, that tbcgr 
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have no mercy on the famiture. One^cf them,be-: 
fore the pvecantion of loddng> the door, actuaUjr' 
picked off the putty whieb, as we bate deecrfted^ 
concealed the &oe of the Uooming May m did 
emblematic pictiff e of diat momb; And here ir^ 
should not omit to inform our readers, that when we 
last called at The Pkce, Miss Mizy told us, that in 
sorting some old papers she had made a great li- 
terary discovery, namely, a volume written by her 
brother, in his own hand-writing, containing, as 
she assured us, ^^ A most full account of all man- 
ner of particularities anent the decay of the an- 
cient families of the west country.'" — ^A work that 
we have some reason to hope Sir Andrew may 
induce her to transmit to us, in order |hat we 
may arrange it for publication ; ^^ for though the 
Laird,^^ as she observed, ^^ wasna a man of book 
lair, he had yet a nerve at observation, and a fa- 
culty to note whatsoever came to pass, in a man- 
ner just extraordinar, as any rational person, no 
over critical about points* and phraser, may very 
clearly discern.'" Should the Baronet succeed in 
procuring the manuscript, we shall lose no time in 
sending it to press for the entertainment and edi- 
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fication of the public. Meanwhile, having broi^ht 
his own biography to a close, we leave him, as all 
heroes ought to be left^ in the fiill enjoyment of 
the manifold gifts and felicities which prudence 
and good fortune united can procure. 



THE END. 
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